
“5 Green and Speckled Frogs” Donovan, Lucy, Harvey, Isaac, and Elin sitting on a “speckled log”. 

February Overview 
What a lovely month February has been! Children’s House Two was 
bustling with excitement as we dove deep into our studies of Asia, 
Amphibians, and Africa. The children were very fascinated with our 
Asia unit which focused on the different artifacts, cultures, music, 
traditions, food, geography, and animals of the continent. Donovan’s 
mom, Zeinoun made a special visit to our class and taught us about 
Lebanon. During her visit, she shared with us pictures, artifacts, as 
well as prepared a delicious dish, man’oushe, for us to try! 

After concluding our Asia unit, we hopped right into studying 
Amphibians with a focus on the various types, their distinct 
characteristics, and  their lifecycles. The children especially loved 
taking turns leaping over the "speckled log” as we sang “5 Green 
and Speckled Frogs” during group.  

At the end of February we began our unit on Africa which will 
continue into the beginning of March. Similarly to Asia, our focus is 
on artifacts, cultures, music, traditions, geography, and animals of 
Africa. Last but not least, we will close Africa with discovering the 
interesting wonders of Ancient Egypt! 
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Calendar of Events 

Friday, March 13:                                  
Parent/Teacher Conference - No 
School 

Friday, March 20:                               
Re-Enrollment Due        

Friday, March 27:                        
Elementary World’s Fair  

March 30 - April 3:        
In House Book Fair  

Friday, April 10:                        
Staff Work Day - No School  

Monday, April 13 - Friday, April 17:                                                           
Spring Break      

Birthdays! 🎈  

Happy Birthday to Samantha! 

Bonnie, Blythe, and Lillian modeling Asian 
clothing.
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Wash, Wash, Wash Your Hands 
Wash, wash, wash your hands, 

Play our handy game, 

Rub and scrub, 

Rub and scrub, 

Germs go down the drain! x2 
This is a song we often sing in Children’s House Two. Being that we 
are right in the thick of flu season, this song is a  great reminder for 
our children to remember to wash their hands to help stop the 
spread of  germs.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
promotes 6 Healthy Habits to Help Prevent Flu: 

1. Avoid close contact with those who are sick, or keep a distance if 
you are sick. 

2. Stay home when sick. 

3. Cover mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing. 

4. Wash your hands.  

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 

6. Practice other health habits - like cleaning frequently touched 
surfaces, getting plenty of sleep, eating nutritious foods, and drinking 
plenty of fluids.  

Kindergarten Corner 

On February 13th, all of the Kindergartner’s at GMS spent a lovely 
afternoon with each other and enjoying milk, cookies,  and making an 
adorable Valentine’s Day craft. It was such a special opportunity to spend 
time together and spread the love!   
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Spanish Corner 
with Ms. Maria

This month the children explored 
a  va r ie ty  o f  Los  Of ic ios 
(professions)  with  Ms.  Maria 
during group.  The most popular 
los  oficios  among  the  children 
were:  doctora (doctor), mecánico 
( m e c h a n i c ) , a s t r o n a u t a 
(astronaut), bombero (firefighter), 
policía (policeman), and panadero 
(baker).   This  3  part  card lesson 
was available for the children to 
work  on  during  morning  work 
cycle each day.  In addition to the 
3  part  lesson,  Ms.  Maria  also 
taught the children a new Spanish 
song  about  a  pandero.   The 
children  love  singing  it  together 
during group! 

(It is to the tune of “Brother John”)

Panadero, panadero,
Ya está el pan? 
Ya está el pan?

Toca las campana,
toca las campanas 
Ding, dong, dang, 
ding, dong, dang. 

Try singing this with your child at 
home!
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Three, It’s a Magic Number 
The Three Period Lesson  

(Part 3 of a 3 part series) 

“One of the most delicate tasks for the teacher in our system is to provide a child with 
the precise terms for the ideas which the material should have fixed in his mind. When 
she gives him these words, the teacher speaks clearly and correctly, pronouncing each 
syllable exactly, but without assuming a false manner of speaking, that is, without 
exaggeration.”  

-Maria Montessori, The Discovery of the Child 

The Three Period Lesson is a Montessori teaching technique applied to various 
subjects including language, math, geography, etc. This technique is used at all levels, 
from Toddlers to Elementary. It involves identifying things in stages. The teacher or 
child chooses several items, such as three sand paper letters, objects, shapes, or 
countries.  

The First Period: The association of the sensory perception with the name. The teacher 
names the object, shape or country, using simple exact language. The teacher names 
each object by saying, “This is (name)”. The child will repeat the name of each object. 

The Second Period: Recognition of the object corresponding to the name.   The 
teacher says to the child, “Show me the (name).” The child is in the second period for 
some time. The teacher and the child play games with the objects during this period. 
The teacher may ask the child to mix up the objects or place the objects around the 
room. It depends on each individual child how long they stay in this second period. 

The Third Period: The remembering of the name corresponding to the object. This 
period shows mastery of the language. The teacher will point to each object and say, 
“What is this?” The child will name the object, if the child has reached mastery. 

By: Anne Stackhouse
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