
  

February Highlights 
“Let’s say hello to all our friends, let’s wave and say ni hao.” 
This is a little glimpse into how we began our mornings in 
February.  Each morning we began the day by singing a 
new good morning song and saying hello to one another 
in Chinese. For the past several weeks we have really 
enjoyed exploring Asia.  Some our our exploration 
included trying on traditional clothing and looking at 
beautiful souvenirs from China.  On our curriculum shelf, 
the children got the opportunity to color the flags of 
China, Japan and India as well as study the native animals 
and food of Asia. One of their favorite practical life works 
from this unit was,  sushi making and practicing using 
chopsticks. 

Upcoming Study 
This month we will study two classes of vertebrates, 
reptiles and birds. We have 12 eggs in an incubator and 
are anxiously awaiting the arrival of baby chicks! Over 
the next three weeks we will be checking on the status 
of the chicks. The kindergarteners will be journaling 
daily and documenting their life cycle.                               

Upcoming Dates 

Friday, March 13th:            
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences: No School                       

Friday, March 20th:                               
Re-Enrollment due 

Friday, March 27th:              
Elementary World’s Fair  

March 30-April 3rd:         
In House Book Fair 

Friday, April 10th:        
Staff Work Day, No school 

April 13-17th:                  
No School; Spring Break 

                                                 
Birthdays  

Happy birthday         
Georgia and Knox! 
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 Spanish Lessons 

This  month  the  children 
explored  a  variety  of  Los 
Oficios  (professions)  with 
Ms.  Maria  during  group.  
The most popular los oficios 
among  the  children  were:  
doctora  (doctor),  mecánico 
(m e c h a n i c ) , a s t r o n a u t a 
(a s t ronaut ) ,  bombero 
( f i re f i ghter ) ,  po l i c í a 
(policeman),  and  panadero 
(baker).   This  3  part  card 
lesson was available for the 
children to work on during 
morning  work  cycle  each 
day.   In  addition  to  the  3 
part  lesson,  Ms.  Maria  also 
taught  the  children  a  new 
Span i sh  song  about  a 
pandero.  The children love 
singing  it  together  during 
group! 

(It is to the tune of “Brother 

John”)

Panadero, panadero,
Ya está el pan? 
Ya está el pan?

Toca las campana,
toca las campanas 
Ding, dong, dang, 
ding, dong, dang. 

Try  singing  this  with  your 
child at home!

Three, It’s a Magic Number 
The Three Period Lesson 

“One of the most delicate tasks for the teacher in our system is to provide a 
child with the precise terms for the ideas which the material should have fixed 
in his mind. When she gives him these words, the teacher speaks clearly and 
correctly, pronouncing each syllable exactly, but without assuming a false 
manner of speaking, that is, without exaggeration.”  

-Maria Montessori, The Discovery of the Child 

The Three Period Lesson is a Montessori teaching technique applied to 
various subjects including language, math, geography, etc. This technique is 
used at all levels, from Toddlers to Elementary. It involves identifying things in 
stages. The teacher or child chooses several items, such as three sand paper 
letters, objects, shapes, or countries.  

The First Period: The association of the sensory perception with the name. The 
teacher names the object, shape or country, using simple exact language. The 
teacher names each object by saying, “This is (name)”. The child will repeat the 
name of each object. 

The Second Period: Recognition of the object corresponding to the name.  
The teacher says to the child, “Show me the (name).” The child is in the second 
period for some time. The teacher and the child play games with the objects 
during this period. The teacher may ask the child to mix up the objects or 
place the objects around the room. It depends on each individual child how 
long they stay in this second period. 

The Third Period: The remembering of the name corresponding to the object. 
This period shows mastery of the language. The teacher will point to each 
object and say, “What is this?” The child will name the object, if the child has 
reached mastery. 

By: Anne Stackhouse

Kindergarten Adventures 
The kindergarteners celebrated Valentine’s Day with the other two kindergarten 
classes. They enjoyed milk, cookies and a special craft. It was a wonderful afternoon 
spent with each other. 


