
 

Good Afternoon GMS Families, 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation during this time as we pull together 
as a community and formulate a plan regarding the impact of COVID-19 on 
Hampton Roads.  Just this afternoon Governor Northam declared that all K-12 
schools close for the next two weeks beginning Monday, March 16th through 
Friday, March 27th.  Galilee Montessori School will follow this protocol declared 
by the Governor. As stated by the Governor, the intent for the closures is to keep 
our community safe and healthy as well as to minimize the exposure to and the 
spread of COVID-19.    

The Montessori curriculum doesn't facilitate for a "virtual" learning experience.  In 
lieu of the  "virtual" experience, we will compile and mail packets to our 
Kindergarten-4th grade children so that they can continue engaging in abstract 
curriculum through distance learning.  On Monday, we will hold a staff day with 
the purpose to provide our staff with training and materials so that we can 
execute a distance learning approach for the upcoming closure.  For our families 
with children enrolled in our Toddler and Primary programs (not of Kindergarten 
age), the majority of our materials are concrete and cannot be implemented in 
the home.  For these families, we will provide you with ideas/approaches of how 
to implement our curriculum within your home without the concrete materials 
found in our classrooms.  For all of our children, no matter the age, a wonderful 
way to continue your child's learning during this interim is by reading to them for 
at least 20 minutes per day.   

Please continue to check your email for any updates or additional information.  
As we make decisions regarding opening or extension of closure, we will relay 
the information to our families as soon as possible.  The channel of 
communication from the school regarding this matter will be generated only 
through email and the Remind messaging program.  If you need to contact the 
school while we are closed, please only do so via email at: 
 office@galileemontessori.com, do not leave a message on the school office 
phone.   
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During this time, stress can quickly arise and our children may sense the 
change.  As difficult as it may be, try to keep a positive frame of mind and daily 
routine which will bring about trust and comfort to our children.  We appreciate 
the understanding and support that we have received from our Galilee families 
during this challenging time in our nation.   

Sincerely, 
Jessica


