
 

Good afternoon GMS Families, 

With the recent influx of news surrounding us regarding the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), I wanted to take a moment to update our families on the current 
measures we are taking at or school.  While we closely monitor the status of the 
COVID-19, it is our highest priority to keep our students and staff safe during this 
time.  We are committed to keeping our school community up to date with any 
information we receive from the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) as well as 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  In addition to monitoring the information 
from the VDH and CDC we are also implementing safety and health precautions 
within our school to aide in decreasing the spread of germs.  Please read below 
to see how our school is doing its part in keeping a clean environment for our 
children. 

Throughout the school year we discuss the importance of handwashing and 
hygiene with all of our children.  To reinforce the importance of these practices 
during this time, I recently visited each classroom and showed the children a 
video from Scholastic News that discussed the importance of good hygiene and 
ways to prevent the spread of germs.  Upon the conclusion of the video, together 
we discussed how to properly wash hands, cover our mouths and noses while 
sneezing or coughing, as well as the importance of staying home when feeling 
ill.  Feel free to watch the videos that we showed at home with your children.  You 
may access the videos by clicking on this link.  As for our facility, we have a 
contracted cleaning crew that cleans the classrooms, common areas, and 
bathrooms at the end of each school day.  In keeping with reducing the spread of 
germs, our cleaning staff is paying extra attention to cleaning all of our door 
knobs, light switches and handrails each day in addition to their daily cleaning 
regimen.   

As we continue to do our part at school to reduce the spread of germs, we ask 
that our families help us in reinforcing healthy practices at home with your 
children.  Here are a few suggestions of how to practice healthy habits:   

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/coronavirus.html?ET_CID=20200304_SN_BreakingNews_Coronavirus_EC_RET_28199&ET_RID=1085943870


• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds (sing 
the Alphabet Song while rubbing hands together with soap). 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your elbow when coughing or 

sneezing.  Wash your hands afterwards. 
• If your child is feeling ill, please do not send them to school.  Continue to 

adhere to our school sick policy that can be found in our school 
handbooks. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us keep our school healthy.  If you 
have any additional questions or concerns, please email the office. 

take care, 
Jessica

http://www.galileemontessorischool.net/school-year-information
http://www.galileemontessorischool.net/school-year-information

