



Dear Galilee Montessori Families,


As the beginning of the school year quickly approaches, I wanted to update you on a few things.  During the summer, 
our staff has been closely monitoring guidelines set by the Governor, Virginia Department of Health (VDH), Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS).  As a result, we have been 
hard at work creating/implementing new safety measures and building new classroom spaces to meet those updated 
standards.  This extensive amount of work has been put forth in order to ensure a safe and healthy return to school 
for our children and staff beginning Monday, August 31st.  


I would also like to take this moment to thank all of you for your continued support and trust.  We are very fortunate 
to have such wonderful families that make up our Galilee Montessori community.  


Listed below you will find some of the changes we have made to our school, as well as a few additional actions we 
are taking beyond the Phase III reopening regulations.  These are the most current regulations, however, it is possible 
that we may have to make additional changes as we receive guidance from the organizations listed above.  


• In order to abide by the class size restrictions of the Phase III Reopening Guidelines, we are required to remove 
the three year olds from our Primary program at this time.   We will begin the school year with two classrooms 
dedicated to the three year olds.  Those classes will consist of no more than 10 children and two teachers in each 
class. Our goal, however, is to reintegrate the Primary classrooms when the class size parameters are lifted.


• Our Before and Aftercare programs’ hours of operation will be slightly shortened until further notice.  We will not 
be able to offer beforecare and the aftercare dismissals will be: 2:30pm and 3:30pm.  


• The Elementary program start time has been adjusted to 8:45am in order to coincide with the Toddler and 
Primary program start time.


• All students, except for those in the Toddler program, will be required to wear masks per the recommendations 
made by the CDC and VDH.  All staff members will also wear masks.  In some cases while teaching, staff may 
choose to wear a clear face shield.  This practice allows for the child to see the staff member’s facial expressions 
or enunciations.  Masks will be worn at all times except while eating, during nap time, and recess when social 
distancing is possible beyond the six-foot recommendation.


• We value the mental and physical health benefits of conducting class outside, weather permitting.  Therefore, our 
days will begin and end on the playground with instructional time occurring during the morning playground 
session.  While inside (and when able) our windows will be open to allow for fresh airflow.  We have also 
upgraded our HVAC system with MERV-13  air filters.  These high quality air filters will trap the majority of 
airborne particles on the first pass.  


• In order to limit exposure, parental access inside the school will be limited.  In the case that access is granted, 
face masks will be required for entry.  Several other forms of communication with the staff that will still be 
available are: email, the Remind messaging system, and telephone calls.   


As I receive information from the agencies listed above, and as plans change, I will continue to notify our families in a 
timely manner.  By implementing these mitigations we feel confident that we are providing a safe, clean, and positive 
learning environment for our children and staff.  


Thank you again for trusting and supporting our school.


Sincerely,

Jessica Langley


