
 

 

T a m m y  A u g u s t i n e , 

currently a part-time office 

assistant at Trinity, has 

accepted the position of 

Business Administrator. 

Tammy brings nearly two 

decades of non-profit 

leadership experience to 

Trinity. She has been the 

Executive Director of The 

Arc of Platte County for the past ten years. Prior to being the Executive Director of The Arc she held 

the position of Program Director. Tammy has been employed at Trinity for six years and has had the 

opportunity to work in almost every area of the church. Tammy is excited for the opportunity to lead 

staff by her faith in Jesus and by Trinity’s Mission Statement. She will be in the office full-time by 

October 1. 
 

Tammy has four children. Both of her sons, Drew and Noah, live in Omaha and both of her 

daughters, Chelsea and Macy, live here in Columbus. She is expecting her first grandchild in 

December!  

Mr. Mojica made his debut at the Festival Casals in 2016 
in El Retablo de Maese Pedro by Manuel De Falla. He is a 
graduate from the Conservatory of Music of Puerto Rico. 
While a student, he had leading roles in the Opera and 
Lyric Theatre Workshops productions of Albert Herring, 
The Magic Flute, Falstaff, L'heure Spagnole, the Wagner 
Gala, Luisa Fernanda, Doña Francisquita and A Little Night 
Music. He made his professional debut with the Puerto 
Rico Symphony Orchestra as a soloist in the Zarzuela Gala 
and in concert staging of La leyenda del beso. He then 
sang featured roles in Amahl and the Night Visitors, The 

Merry Widow and El Dúo de la Africana. He has played the tenor leads in Gianni Schicchi and La Bohème; as well as 
Yamadori in Madama Butterfly with Ana Maria Martinez. He was a soloist in the Teatro de la Ópera's Verdi Gala and 
the Gala Zafiro for Ópera de Puerto Rico and sang the staged production of La leyenda del beso. He has performed 
abroad with the Festival IVAI in Montreal; in Orlando with Sherrill Milnes and Friends; the Mozart Requiem in Miami; La 
Périchole for Franco-American Vocal Arts in France; La Dolorosa and La Traviata in New York; Orpheus aux 
Enfers and La Tragedie de Carmen in Houston; as well as recitals in Manhattan and Long Island.  
 

Mr. Mojica and his wife, Joely, founded Daniely's Music School in Puerto Rico in 2008. He was 
also the vice-president of the preparatory school of the Conservatory of Music in PR in 2014. That 
same year, Mr. Mojica worked as a music minister director for the Lutheran Church, pianist 
accompanist for the Conservatory of Music, Opera Company of Puerto Rico, Trinity Covenant 
Church, and Taiwanese Presbyterian Church in NJ. In 2015 he moved to New Jersey, where he 
continued to study voice in New York City. An accomplished pianist, Choir Director, and Music 
Teacher in New Jersey. At the beginning of this year, Mr. Mojica was on opera tour in Orlando, 
West Virginia, and NH. Before the virus situation, he was scheduled to sing as a soloist in 
Mozart's requiem with the Vermont Orchestra. Mr. Mojica also is currently studying his Master of 
Arts in Music and Ministry.    
 

You may have seen Mr. Mojica at Trinity recently as he began his duties as Director of Worship and Creative Arts on 
August 17. Please welcome Daniel and Joely! 

Jose Daniel Mojica 

Welcome to the Team  
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Ladies Salad Supper 
Monday, Sept. 14 // 6:30pm 

Trinity Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring a salad to share! 
 

Program: Sara Kment ,  
Operation Christmas Child,  
Nebraska Area Coordinator 

FREE WILL 

OFFERING will be 

used for Trinity’s 

Operation Christmas 

Child 2020. 

 

Orientation 
For 7

th
 and 8

th
 Graders 

 

Wednesday, September 30 

6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Parents must attend. 
 

Details about the upcoming year and 

schedule will be shared. 

A Taste of Breakout  
 

Wed., Oct. 7  |  6:30-7:15 p.m. |  Fellowship Hall 
 

Parents & Kids, Grades 3-6  
(Siblings Welcome!) 

 

Come for a taste of dessert and a “taste” of Breakout too. 
Get the latest info.  Register if you choose to and pick up Breakout books.  

 

Senior 

High 

Series in 

September 
 

 

When Seth Munson’s Grandpa dies, he finds himself at 

home for the summer. Despite wanting to waste his days 

wallowing in self-pity, Seth takes a student named Cody 

under his wing to impress his ex-girlfriend, Olivia. He 

eventually realizes that he doesn’t have the kind of 

influence with his friends that he once had. Now, Seth’s 

looking for the Easy Answers to get his life back on track. 



 

 

 Offerings for 2020 ................................. $376,002 
 Other Income for 2020 .............................. 20,818 
 Total Income for 2020 ............................. 396,820 
 Income Budget for 2020  ........................ 760,344 

 Expenses for 2020 .................................. 376,374 
 Expense Budget for 2020 ....................... 760,344 

2020 Income/Expense through July 31, 2020 

TRINITY’S 

 JUNE 2020 COUNCIL NOTES 
Submitted by Tricia Kersting, Council Secretary 

Ken Andreason 
Rex Davies 
Valerie Eickholt 
Kim Gassen 

Kris Gernstein 
Denise Gilmore 
Amy Haynes 
James Novak 

Angie Ramaekers  
Russel Rahtz 
Wayne Zysset 
Pastor Brandon 

2020 TRINITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Melodee Pedersen ........................................................ President 
Logan Bronson ........................................................ Vice President 
Tricia Kersting .................................................................Secretary 
Kelly Schroeder .............................................................. Treasurer 
Cheryl Brewer ............................................... Recording Secretary 

The Trinity Church Council meeting was called to order 
on June 16th by President Melodee Pedersen. 
 

Pastor Brandon led the recharge with the reading of 
Genesis 14:14. He then introduced the Council to John C. 
Maxwell’s book “The Leader’s Greatest Return”. 
 

May Council meeting minutes and financial report were 
approved. 
 

Bathroom remodel committee met with Foreman 
Lumber to pick out materials to be used in the bathroom 
(tile, counter tops, sinks, etc.) Tricia Kersting showed the 
Council what was selected. She also reported they are 
waiting to hear back on an exact start date. 
 

Kelly Schroeder reported that funds received from the 
government relief act in April had been used as 
intended. Discussion about payback was tabled until 
Sept./Oct. per Finance Committee recommendation 
 

Business Manager Hiring Committee has received some 
applications for the position and will be setting up 
interviews soon.  
 

The Director of Worship & Creative Arts position has 
been posted. And some applications have already been 
received. After lengthy discussion, it was decided based 
on many factors, to update this position to full time. A 
motion was made and seconded to make the change.  
 

Discussion was held about communicating with the 
congregation the transitions currently taking place and 
the future plan for the new positions. There is a need to 
reiterate the Vision of the church and how it will be 
accomplished. Changes and plans are based on the 
recommendations from Jim Pence, the consultant hired 
by the church years ago. Pastor Brandon will make an 
informative video mentioning said recommendations 
and the positive outlook for the exciting future. A special 
mailing will also be sent notifying the members of the 
video.  
 

Weekend of 6/6 & 6/7 will be the first indoor services 
held using the ECHD guidelines. Attendance numbers 
were reported. There will now be an 8:30 Sunday service 
and no 5:30 p.m. Sunday service. Pre-Registration will be 
discontinued. July 4th weekend will only have one Sunday 
morning service. 
 

The Evaluations Committee has a few questionnaires 
being evaluated. Rough draft will be presented at the 
next meeting.  
 

Mission Board update from Pastor Nestor. During COVID
-19, Mission Ministries were temporarily suspended. He 
reported on funds distribution in April & May. In July, 
Pastor Nestor will present Mission Goals for the Board to 
adopt and accomplish.  
 

(Continued in next column) 

June 2020 Council Notes Cont. 

SPECIAL JULY E-MAIL VOTE BY COUNCIL 
Submitted by Tricia Kersting, Council Secretary 

President Melodee Pedersen contacted all Trinity 
Council members via email on 7/22/20, to inform them 
the Nominations Committee has recommended Val 
Eickholt & Rex Davies as the two new council members. 
It was proposed to approve them, and Council members 
were asked to vote in favor or against. On 7/24/20, 
Pedersen reported they were both voted in 
unanimously.  

Pastor Nestor advised the Council the Tech Crew needs 
people to help with the tech function of the church.  
 

President Melodee reported that the two vacant 
Council positions need to be filled. Michelle Stirek, 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee will be 
contacted to find people for the position. And to also 
develop a job description for Council Members.  
 

Pastor Brandon reported August 8th will be Trinity’s day 
to help with Habitat for Humanity. He will present this 
as a project to the Senior High students.  
 

The next regular Council meeting will be held August 
18th, 2020 at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Council 
Retreat will be held July 21st, at 6 p.m., also in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

President Melodee Pedersen adjourned the meeting. 

The Church Office will be 

CLOSED 

Monday, September 7 

 

 

1st 
Terry Michener 
Jerry Nauenburg 

 

2nd
 

Deanna Barnes 
Ben Dornacker 
Matthew Hilmer 
Tristen Kleckner 
Ronnie Mueller 
Sean Parker 
Alice Woodard 
 

3rd 
Jonathan Faltys 
Tim Forney 
Lainee Leitschuck 

 

4th 

Mavis Applegate 
Mary Briza 
Sara Moeller 
Justin Plugge 

 
5th 

Betty Haskins 
Taylor Huhman 
Aysha Johnson 
Diadra Johnson 
Jed Johnson 
Allie Moje 
Sue Murphy 
Tavin Price 
Lavern Wetgen 
 

6th 
Jana Beyer 
Lori Ellison 
Cathlyn Korgie 
Joseph Longnecker 
Ethan Munson 
Brandon Peters 
Morgan Peters 
 

7th 
Andrew Hurner 
Randy Johnson 
Michael Murphy 

 
8th 

Annette Barcel 
Kenneth Huntley 
Corbin Kuncl 
Cody Linder 
Joe Quigley 

9th 
Calista Kumm 
Baylee Maguire 
Seth Parker 
Shauna Schepler 
Jack Steiner 

 

10th 
Jax Gillespie 
Josh Jones 
Daja Mark-Valentine 
Brooklyn Rasmussen 
 

11th 
Cheri Bollig 
Michala Ernst 
Darwin Franzen 
Senga Jensen 
Nicole Klink 
Madalyn Medinger 
Brandan Olson 
Lori Stanich 

 

12th 
Shaylin Fix 
Brenna Messersmith 
Katie Rowe 
Corey Spanel 
Evan Woehrer 
Matthew Zastera 
 

13th 

Wayne Mueller 
Angela Runquist 
 

14th 
Vicky Barcel 
Connor Jones 
Marcia Rawhouser 
Charlie Reiner 
Jilian Robak 
Travis Tessendorf 

 
15th 

Aiden Cromwell 
Carter Ernesti 
Sandy Heavican 
Sarah Leimser 
Jill Sander 
LeRoy Schroeder 
Kevin Vondruska 

 
 
 
 

16th 

Noah Gassen 
Kevin Rath 
 

17th 
McKenna Kuhnel 
Mary Kay Runge 
Brian Schaad 

 
18th 

Jonathan LeCuyer 
Staci Mueller 

 

19th 
Paul Schettler 
Logan Went 
 

20th 
Kari Bice 
Camden Brewer 
Leon Finecy 
Don Lueschen 
Jace Moody 
Betty Muhs 
Emily Rath 
Chad Travers 
Edgar Travers 

 
21st 

Carter Brown 
Dorothea McIntyre 

 
22nd 

Tony Kohl 
Todd Pedersen 
Ethan Sutton 
Rebecca Taylor 

 

23rd  
Troy Dvorak 
Betty Michener 
Rich Morgan 
Karen Zimmerman 

 

24th  
Bryan Mohr 
Susan Reinke 
Monty Sanley 

 
25th 

Bella Carnes 
Melissa Rurup 
Courtney Wright 
Wayne Zysset 

 

27th 
LaDena Davis 
Sophie Faltys 
Dan Hoesly 
Preston Nelson 
Devin Reinke 
Kelly Schroeder 
Violet Thessen 

 

28th 
Kierslyn Cattau 
Rena Hellbusch 
 

29th 
Lori Barcel 
Megan Rieger 
 

30th 

Natalie Foster 
 



 

 

 
 
             
 
 
 

Sept. 13: “Using My Bible” 
classes begin.  Fellowship Hall 
 

Sept. 27: Bible Presentation 
Sunday in 11:00 worship service. 
 

Sept. 30: Breakout Leaders 
prep party for adult & teen 
leaders.  6:30 p.m. Fireside Room  
 

Oct. 7: BREAKOUT begins 
with A Taste of Breakout.  6:30-
7:15 p.m.    Fellowship Hall 
Come for a taste of dessert and a 
“taste” of Breakout too. Get the 
latest info.  Meet new Leaders, 
Register Kids, & pick up Breakout 
books.   Parents & Kids, Grades 3-6  

(Siblings Welcome!) 

                                                  SEPTEMBER  2020                                By Glenda Lundstrom 

 
Sept. 13, 20 & 27     “USING MY BIBLE” Class   

Third graders and parents will experience a fun overview of the Bible to see how the 
entire Bible fits together as a single story from God, and the unique piece each of us 
plays in that same story. The last session will be exploring their new Bible and 
learning the very basics of how to use it.   
 

If you have a third grader and have NOT received an invitation in the mail, please call 
the church office (564-8547) and let Glenda know. If you know parents who have 
third graders, and do not have a church home, do invite them.  We will  make room!    

 

  We look forward to celebrating this  
faith-building step with these families!  

T h i r d  G rade r s  

 
 
             

                                                         
 

Kinde rga r t ene r s  
Our Kindergarten 
children here on 
Sunday were gifted 
with a Bible to call 
their own.  How 
fun to see them 
excited to receive 
a Bible. 
 

This is another 
way these young 
hearts can learn 
the Good News of  
how Jesus loves 
them so! 

A Gift For You  

 

 
 
 Kick o f f  Sunday !  Sunday Mornings  10:00 - 10:45 

      It was like a breath of fresh air to have  
children in All Stars again!  

  Every  week is a 
stand-alone session. 
  Perfect for guests. 

Your friends are 
ALWAYS welcome! 

All Stars breaks Sept.6th for Labor Day Weekend - Back on Sept. 13th.   

 

 

 Test Drive this new course 
with a special showing of one session 

on Sunday,  September 6th  
Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis presents evidence that 
confirms the biblical account of creation and offers great 
answers to some of the most provocative and controversial 
questions of faith and science.   How did life begin?   Where did 
humans come from?    Was Noah’s Flood real?    How old is the 
earth? 
 

Each video episode is 22-minutes long which allows plenty of 
time for class discussion.  Series host Mark Lloyd guides the 
viewer on a memorable journey through some of the most 
fascinating topics in creation science.   Through interviews with 
the leading creation scientists, plus insights from cutting-edge 
research, and on-location investigations, Unlocking the 
Mysteries of Genesis presents evidence that supports a biblical 
viewpoint and dispels pervasive and inaccurate theories. 
 

Developed by the Institute for Creation Research, this  series 
provides an engaging exploration of creation science. You will 
find many of the answers you’ve sought to affirm and defend the 
faith and to discover the harmony between Scripture and 
science. 
 

The FULL COURSE starts on September 27 
During the Education Hour 10-10:45 am 

The Progressive Dinner for grades 9 - 12 was held Wednesday, August 26. Thanks to Gayle and June 
Borchers for dessert (ice cream cookies), Rex and Lisa Davies & Pastor Ollie and Karen Fullmer for entree 
(sloppy joe's, chips, and drinks)! Appetizer was buffalo wings, spinach and artichoke dip, and cheese bread. 
 



 

 

From the Pastor : 
    Pastor Ollie Fullmer 

Watch For The Light 
The early Christians took their cues for prayer from their Lord and from the rhythms of prayer Jews had followed for 
centuries.  We read in Acts chapter 3:1 that Peter and John were on their way to the temple at the hour of prayer.  It 
was devout Jew’s practice to go to the temple at the sixth and ninth hours of prayer, (respectively noon and three 
o’clock).  This pattern was something almost as regular and essential as breathing.  It was right out of this pattern that 
Christians integrated these rhythms of prayer and work.   
 

Jesus himself had a regular practice of prayer punctuated with 
periods of solitude and silence.  Mark 1:35 notes that Jesus arose 
early while it was still dark and went to a solitary place, where he 
prayed.  The priest Henri Nouwen states that “Jesus had a very 
busy life with crushing responsibilities and demands.  Still, he took 
time for the one necessary thing.  This place of solitude was 
locked in between loud words of action and work.”  There would 
always be an overwhelming number of things and people to 
attend to; lepers and the lame and blind people to heal, disciples 
to teach, dead people to raise, Pharisees to rebuke.  Yet, Jesus 
emerges out of solitude and prayer slowly.  Clearheadedly.  Intentionally.  Deliberately.  As Philip Yancey says, 
paradoxically, “Jesus is the one person who never suffers from a Messiah Complex and an anxiety to fix the world, even 
though he is the Messiah”!   
 

What was Jesus doing so early in that solitary place?  He was communing with his Father.  He was listening to the voice 
of love.  This was the voice that spells out the secret to Jesus’ ministry.  In the solitary place he finds courage to follow 
God’s will and not his own.  He finds strength to speak God’s words and not his own; to do God’s work and not his 
own.  He reminds us often “the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does, the Son also does”, John 5:19.  In John 14:10 he says “the words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority.  Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.”  Here, in the person of Jesus is 
undiminished deity, the One whom the Nicene creed calls “Light from Light, true God from true God” having intimate, 
loving connection with his Father.  Intimacy he desired and needed.  Jesus’ ministry was borne out of intimacy with the 
Father.  Our work and ministry must be borne out of intimacy with the Father.  The only way for us to bear lasting fruit 
for the kingdom is to remain in close communion with God.  “Apart from him, we can do nothing”, John 15:5.    
 

One particular person in history who found extraordinary courage in close communion with his Lord was the monk 
Telemachus.  He lived in the late fourth and early fifth centuries.  Telemachus lived a life rooted in his Lord and rhythms 
of prayer.  Traveling somewhere from the East he arrived in Rome and found himself following a large crowd into a 
coliseum. Much to his horror he realized he was in the midst of spectators watching the bloody gladiator 
games.  Responding the only way he could, he stepped down into the arena shouting “for the sake of Christ, stop!”  This 
response cost him his life but it also held up a mirror to the Emperor and the crowds.  His martyrdom spurred Emperor 
Honorius to issue a historic ban on all gladiator fights from then on.   
 

So rooted in God was Telemachus, that when the moment came, he could not bear to be separated from his 
Lord.  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in step with the wicked, or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the 
company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.  That 
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— 
whatever they do prospers.  Psalm 1:1-3        

 
 
 
 

 

A New Sermon Series 
on reading the Bible 

begins September 5 - 6. 

New Couples Class begins October 14th 
In the Fireside Room | Trinity Lutheran 

Class led with joy by Pastor Nestor 

 

Small Groups at Trinity are welcome to resume 

meeting in the church. There will be some guidelines 

that will be in place to keep people attending the 

group and the church staff safe.  
 

● There will be a screening process when entering 

the building for your group. Upon entering the  

building each person will be required to be 

wearing a mask. You will then have your 

temperature checked by a staff member. (If your 

temperature is above 100.4 we will ask that you 

not enter the church building.)  
 

● Food - We ask that each person bring your own 

personal food. No sharing of food please.  
 

● When in groups of 8+ masks will be required. 

Groups under 8 will need to maintain a 6 ft. social 

distance.  
 

● Groups will be asked to clean and sanitize the 

area that they use when they are done.  
 

 

Please let the church office know if you plan on 

resuming your meetings so that we can get them put 

back into the calendar! 

Wednesday, September 23  
5:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Pizza, cookies and water will be provided! 
 

Parents, please come with younger children 
and help them pack boxes. 

Choir & Drama 
Opportunities for 

ALL AGES! 
Pick up a participation form at the 

Information Station! 

Contact Daniel with any questions:  

dmojica@trinityalive.org 
 

Practices will be held as follows 

beginning Sept. 22 & 24: 

There are also on-stage and behind the scenes 

opportunities for the Christmas Concert Show 

to be performed December 18, 19 & 20. 

Rehearsals will begin in October. 
 

Do you play an instrument? 

Let Daniel know if you’d like to play during Worship! 

CHOIR (Tuesday PM) 
 

Children Age 5-7 4:00-4:45 

Children Age 8-11 4:45-5:30 

Youth Age 12-16 5:30-6:15 

Adults Age 17 & up 6:50-8:00 

DRAMA (Thursday PM) 
 

Children Age 5-7 4:00-4:45 

Children Age 8-11 4:45-5:30 

Youth Age 12-16 5:30-6:15 

Adults Age 17 & up 6:50-8:00 


