
 

 

   

Friday, October 1 
 6:30 Friday Men’s Ministry  
  

Saturday, October 2 
Ingathering Food Drive (Oct. 2-11) 
 5:30 Worship Service 

Ingathering Food Drive (Oct. 2-11) 
 8:30 Worship Service 
 9:30 Education Hour  
 10:30 Worship Service 
  

Monday, October 4 
 9:30 Faith Circle 
 6:00 Ladies Monday Evening Bible Study 
  

Wednesday, October 6 
 12:00 Women in the Word Bible Study 
 5:30 Men of God Men’s Fellowship 
 6:00 Breakout Leaders’ Prep Party 
 6:30 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 7:30 High School Impact (Grades 9-12) 
  

Friday, October 8 
 6:30 Friday Men’s Leaders 
 5:00 Slizoski/Palmer Rehearsal 
 

Saturday, October 9 
Ingathering Food Drive (Oct. 2-11) 
 2:00  Slizoski/Palmer Wedding 
 5:30 Worship Service 

Ingathering Food Drive (Oct. 2-11) 
 8:30 Worship Service 
 9:30 Education Hour  
 10:30 Worship Service 
  

Monday, October 11 
 9:30 Faith Circle 

    

Tuesday, October 12 
 5:15 Endowment Meeting 
 6:15 Finance Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 13 
 12:00 Women in the Word Bible Study 
 5:30 Men of God Men’s Fellowship 
 6:30 Taste of Breakout  (Grades 3—6) 
 6:30 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 7:30 High School Impact (Grades 9-12) 
   

Friday, October 15 
 6:30 Friday Men’s Ministry 
  

Saturday, October 16 
9:00 - 3:00 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 5:30 Holy Communion Worship Service 
   

 8:30 Holy Communion Worship Service 
 9:30 Education Hour  
 10:30 Holy Communion Worship Service 
 

Monday, October 18 
 9:30 Faith Circle 
 6:00 Ladies Monday Evening Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, October 19 
 7:00 Trinity Council 
 

Wednesday, October 20 
 12:00 Women in the Word Bible Study
 5:30  Men of God Men’s Fellowship 
 6:30 Breakout (Grades 3-6) 
 6:30 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 7:30 High School Impact (Grades 9-12) 
   
 

Saturday, October 23 
 5:30 Worship Service   

  
  

 8:30 Worship Service 
 9:30 Education Hour  
 10:30 Worship Service 
  

Monday, October 25 
 9:30 Faith Circle 
  

Wednesday, October 27 
 12:00 Women in the Word Bible Study 
 5:30 Men of God Men’s Fellowship 
 6:30 Breakout (Grades 3-6) 
 6:30 Confirmation (Grades 7 & 8) 
 7:30 High School Impact (Grades 9-12) 
 

Saturday, October 30 
 5:30 Worship Service   

 8:30 Worship Service 
 9:30 Education Hour  
 10:30 Worship Service 
 4:00-  6:00 Trunk or Treat 
  
                                   

Sunday, October 3 

Sunday, October 10 

Sunday, October 17 

Sunday, October 24 

Please submit 

2022 calendar items for 

Boards, Bible studies, 

rehearsals, etc. to the 

Church Office. Include 

date, time and contact 

person. 

Sunday, October 31 

 

New Directories at Trinity! 
Each family will receive a free portrait and directory! 

Will be giving away adults’ and children’s  

Hats, scarves, and prayer shawls 

Before & After Services 

October 16 & 17 
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O n  a  Po s i t i v e  N o t e  
Pastor Brandon Foster 

 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” 

Philippians 4:8 NIV 
I have always loved this verse. It was one of the verses Monique and I had read at our wedding. We chose it because of how 
these words challenge us to think about the good things in life. They remind us where to spend most of our energy and 
what we should spend time remembering. 
 

That’s not always easy. There are hard moments we encounter and have to work through. You and I can list on both hands, 
even in just a day, the things that go wrong. It’s pretty easy to get wrapped up in the things that go wrong. 
 

It’s then that I remember the situation these words were written in. The Apostle Paul was sitting in a Roman jail cell at the 
time of their penning. He didn’t know if he would live or die, but the “secret” (as he writes a few verses earlier), was where 
to put our mental energies. And his encouragement to anyone facing hardship or difficulty is to turn your attention to some 
good things. He invites us to think positively. 
 

Paul was ahead of his time in writing these words. Lots of research has been done on the power of a positive mental 
attitude. It’s shown to build resilience and be the key to guide you to succeed in times of adversity. And here was Paul, all 
this time ago, saying these things! 
 

One of the ways I like to dwell on the positive things is through writing thank you notes or sending texts of encouragement. 
As I consider another, I become grateful. And that got me thinking about you all: I am grateful for you! 
 

It also has been an encouragement for me to share some positive notes of things that have been happening at Trinity. 
 

I want to start with Pastor Ollie. Did you all know he and Karen have been working in our community in partnership with 
other congregations through a program called Alpha? This group has been planning, praying, and meeting, inviting anyone 
who’s struggled with God and has questions to be in a safe space to process and meet God. Alpha is a global ministry, and 
he has helped get it started here! I’m so excited for this ministry, as well as Trinity’s current and future partnership. I hope 
as you read this, you would join in prayer and consider becoming a partner with him in this endeavor. 
 

I also want to share about the council. Last year, we were able to apply for, receive, and be forgiven for a Paycheck 
Protection Program Loan during the pandemic. Through the generosity of our congregation, we were able to navigate 2020 
without the use of these funds. The idea came up that we should use these funds in a strategic way to bless the people right 
around us.  So, with the help of the finance committee, the council has been blessing many in our community and state. 
Some of the beneficiaries are families with a child as they receive an initial cancer diagnosis, as well as the Foster Care of 
Nebraska clothing closet, which ensures children in the Nebraska Foster care system always have the clothes and items they 
need. They’ve also benefited our local police force in helping them jumpstart funding for another K-9 dog in our 
community. When we could’ve kept these funds to ourselves, the council has thought beyond our walls and faithfully 
shared with those in our community. 
 

Lastly, I want to share about the staff. Through the transitions we’ve had this year, there has been an incredible faithfulness 
and stewardship among them. They’ve worked so hard and cared for our congregation. In the midst of an ongoing 
pandemic, and with so much still uncertain, they’ve remained patient, flexible, and steadfast. I cannot say enough good 
things about them, and I am incredibly grateful for them. 
 

It’s these positive persons and the way they live out faith that I celebrate, because this is also where God shows up.  
 

Continued on page 2 



 

 

a u g u s t  2 0 21  CO U N C I L  N O T E S  

Submitted by Tricia Kersting, Council Secretary 

The Trinity Church Council meeting was called to order 
on August 17th, 2021 by President Ken Andreasen. 

A few congregants addressed the Council. 

Pastor Brandon led the recharge with a reading from 
Philippians 4:9. Discussion followed about the book 
“Canoeing the Mountains”, which Council has been 
tasked with reading. Members discussed the challenge 
of leading our church in the ever-changing world of 
today and tomorrow.  

June Council meeting minutes were approved. June/
July financial reports were approved. 

Pastor Brandon presented a written report to Council 
with his most recent highlights, goals, challenges, etc.   

Tammy Augustine presented her Business 
Administrator report highlights: Reported that Hillary 
Rasmussen resigned from her position. A new keycard 
system has been installed, including multiple security 
cameras in the church. She presented Council with a 
rough draft of the updated employee handbook for 
review. The nursery will open the Sunday after Labor 
Day and during Breakout beginning in October.  

Committee Report Highlights 

Children, Youth & Family: No report. 

Care Ministry: Committee has had multiple training 
sessions, is currently reading literature on Care 
Ministry. Pastor Ollie would like a few millennial aged 
members to serve in Care Ministry.  

Property & Safety: See Business Administrators report.   

Evangelism, Stewardship & Outreach: Committee 
hosted a photo booth during Columbus Days in 
Frankfort Square. Over 100 photos were taken! 

Worship, Tech & Decorating: No report.  

Evaluations: Will meet when assessment is finished.  

Kelly Schroeder presented his takeaways from the 
Heartland District Annual Gathering he attended. He 
talked about the Decline of the American Christian 
Movement and that church membership in 2020 was 
below 50%.   

Tricia Kersting invites all firework stand volunteers to 
her place for an appreciation potluck on September 
19th.  

President Ken Andreasen announced the consultant 
Eric Hulstrand will be here Sept 10-13th. He will meet 
with the church staff and Council at that time to 
discuss his assessment findings. Eric will also preach at 
the services that weekend. Ken also announced that 
consultant Marcus Carlson will be here in November to 
do an assessment geared towards the congregation as 
a whole.  

Ken reported that an assessment will be done on the 
HVAC system.  

The next Council meeting will be held September 21st, 
2021 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

President Ken Andreasen adjourned the meeting.  

Continued from Cover... 
 

In the list Paul wrote, they exemplify the character of God. When we think on the things he listed, we are thinking of 
where God has shown up. When we look for God, He promises we will find Him. We will see Jesus and we are filled with 
praise. 
 

That was Paul’s ultimate goal. That we would be filled with praise to God. His only desire was that we’d live out Jesus’ 
words in Matthew 5:16 - “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” 
 

So, how can you let your light shine? Maybe this month, it’s taking the time to stop and think. Maybe it’s time to write a 
thank you or send a text. But when you do, look for God to remind you. He’s alive and working in your life. He will make 
your heart grateful because He loves you. There’s always a positive note in there. 

 
 
 

Thank you to all that took part in Pastor Eric’s sessions during his visit in 

September. We hope that it was a beneficial experience for the 

congregation. Pastor Eric’s focus was with staff and Council. Continuing on 

with the assessment process, Rev. Dr. Marcus Carlson will be joining us in 

November. His focus will be with the congregation.   
 

Rev. Marcus will be here at Trinity the weekend of November 6-7 and will be sharing the message that 

weekend. Please participate in his sessions as we work together for Trinity’s future. 

Rev. Dr. Marcus Carlson 

 

 

1st 
Carter Badstieber 
Ryan Ernst 
Sandra Ernst 
Mitchell Kasper 
 

2nd  
Neely Gernstein 
Marion Mark 
Ryker Mueller 
Danial Parker 
Dave Perkins 
Miranda Weitzenkamp 

 
3rd 

Sharon Nyffeler 
Jean Schmitt 

 
4th 

Nathan Blezek 
Joslyn Eickmeier 
Steven Eikenhorst 
Rachel Mark 
Jeff Mihulka 
Julie Staroscik 

 
5th 

Haley Edwards 
Susan Fricke 
 

6th 
Betty Fricke 
Jersey Gillespie 
Izaiah Hancock 

 
7th 

Beau Brown 
Jenesi Reppert 
Glenda Spuit 

 
8th 

Laine Birkel 
Martin Nore 
Taryn Wright 
Tylee Wright 
 

9th 
Denise Gilmore 

 
10th 

Sandy Hausler 
Pearl Hicks 
Josh Hopwood 
Eugene Moore 
Jacob Plugge 

 

11th 
Bryan Dickey 
Emmie Noyd 
Jacob Wilke 
Andy Woehrer 

 
12th 

Shureese Drummond 
Ethan Salak 
 

13th 
Kay Arlt 
Jocilynn Behlen 
Kyllee Fix 
Ron Graham 
 

14th 
Lance Pedersen 
Timothy Pospisil 
Jay Rodehorst 
Marilyn Tisthammer 
Tiffany Worsham 

 
15th 

Chloie Brewer 
Stephanie Christensen 
Jacee Dush 
Jess Eikenhorst 
Matrix Kleckner 
Linda Klink 
Mike Munson 
Don Olsen 

 
16th 

Bernie Muhle 
 
 
 
 
 

17th 
Gavin Anderson 
Lilli Jensen 
Jordyn Lentz 

 
18th 

Rita Ingold 
Laura LeCuyer 
Jim Lundstrom 
Calie Trejo 

 
19th 

Eddie Price 
Judy Robertson 
Day Rullo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20th 
Jerry Lutjens 
Logan Mueller 

 
21st 

Doris Cerny 
Susanne Fallet 
Parker Heidemann 
Jenna Klug 
Brittany Korgie-Thomas 
Jacob Schaefer 
Alexandra Shishkin 
Josh Walkenhorst 

 
22nd 

Kathy Bamesberger 
Alan Birkel 
Bob Petersen 
Maddie Uhlig 

 
 
 
 
 

23rd  
Barry Baker 
Vi Birkel 
John Cromwell, Jr. 
Sharon Dornacker 
Jeannie Fischer 
Brooke Henry 
Joyce Parker 

 
24th  

Alexis Haynes 
Chase Johnson 
Gary Stover 

 
25th 

Kathy Dreesen 
Trina Jeffryes 
Joanie Olsan 
Julie Oppliger 

 
26th 

Jackson Moje 
Roger Nelson 
Keaton Rahtz 
Mike Tisthammer 
Ed Trofholz 

 
27th 

Mason Robak 
Lynette Worrell 

 
28th 

Michael Blackburn 
Kimberly Bongers 
Nikki Brewer 
Wayne Hellbusch 
Caleb Price 

 
29th 

Dorothy Glaser 
Sheryl Smith 
Michelle Stirek 
 

30th 

Rachael Brown 
Heather Christensen 
Pat Kittinger 
Joyce Mann 
Ashley Starostka 
Keith Wick 
 

31st 

Marc Lindahl 
LaVonne Schultz 
Mary Lou Stamm 
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 A  T a s t e  o f  Brea k o u t  
 Oct. 13: A "Taste" of Breakout:  
 Wed. 6:30-7:15pm, Fellowship Hall 
  
COME for a taste of dessert and a taste of what 
Breakout will be this year.  Students do need to have a 
parent or adult bring them. Siblings welcome! 
 

CONSIDERING Breakout?  Learn about the program at 
this event.  Meet the adult and student leaders and get 
an overview of  how your child can benefit from  
participating.  
 

Breakout is for kids Grades 3,4,5,6 - Wed. evenings Oct. 
through April 27, 6:30 -7:30 p.m.   You may register your 
child IF you choose.  ($26 includes T-shirt purchase)   
Breakout Books will be ready for students who register. 

 Review Night Fun, 

 finishing up a mission project for  

the residents at Cottonwood House. 

 

Discovering God ’s Word  Parents have invested in their children’s future by 
attending the “Using My Bible” class with  their third 
graders, and presenting them with an Adventure Bible 
of their own at the September 26, 10:30 a.m. service.   
 

This NIrV (early readers version) Bible is easy to read 
and understand. That makes it fun!  It is perfect for 
getting kids excited about digging in and exploring 
God’s word for themselves. 
 

A child’s future can change when he/she discovers how 
the same God who created the universe created them 
in His image, and loves them unconditionally. God’s 
love  does not  change; but it certainly  can change 
every relationship!    

 

 
 
 
 
                                               

 9:30-10:15  Age 3-Grade 6 
Sunday  Mo rn i ng s  

Thanks to our leaders for engaging children’s hearts  

and  making it fun through interactive Bible stories.  

“Custom Creations” - There’s only one you. 
 

The bottom line for elementary students 
this month will be “You were made in the 
image of God.”   
 

The intention is to help kids learn that each 
of us in our individual way can love, show 
kindness, be creative, solve problems, and 
care for others—all because we reflect the 
and respond to God’s character.   
 

Kids will get to explore how they can 
reflect God’s image to the people in their 
world—not someday, but now.   We are  
thankful Jesus came and showed us how 
to live that out. 

 

 

 

Plans are underway for Trinity’s Quilts 

of Valor Presentation on Sunday, 

November 14, 2021 

at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Active duty military and veterans are 

eligible to receive a quilt in honor of 

their service. 
 

If you have any questions or wish to 

place a name on the Quilts of Valor 

list, please contact Bonnie Evans at 

402-710-1898 or Connie Talbott at 

402-276-8649 as soon as possible. 

Sun, October 31  //  4-6 p.m. 
If you would like to participate with a 
trunk or donate candy to help stock the 
trunks, please contact the church office. 

Grain Donation 
Did you know that farmers can donate grain 
directly to Trinity Lutheran Church? For many 
farmers, significant tax savings can be 
achieved by donating bushels of grain directly 
to Trinity. 
 

By contributing bushels of grain to the 
church, farmers avoid having to include the 
sale of the grain in income, which can result 
in saving federal and state income tax, and 
self employment tax. 
 

For more information, or if you have ques-
tions, feel free to contact Trinity’s treasurer, 
Kelly Schroeder at 402-910-6305. 

 

October 30 & 31 at Trinity 

www.trinityalive.org 

 

Thank you for your 
patience! 

9 am to 3 pm 
Saturday, October 16 

Trinity Fellowship Hall 
Call Kyle Jensen to schedule an appointment. 

Walk-ins welcome!                         402.910.0681 

 Offerings for 2021 ................................. $426,662 
 Other Income for 2021 .............................. 67,303 
 Total Income for 2021 ............................. 493,965 
 Income Budget for 2021 ......................... 786,380 

 Expenses for 2021 .................................. 531,049 
 Expense Budget for 2021 ....................... 786,380 

2021 Income/Expense through August 31, 2021 

TRINITY’S 

LCMC 21st Annual Gathering & Convention 
October 3-6  //  Hilliard, OH 

 

This event will be livestreamed. 
 

More detailed information can be found at 
www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering 



 

 

COLUMBUS LIFE CHAIN 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3  //  1:00 - 2:00 pm 

Bring your whole family! Rain or Shine! 
Water, lawn chairs, umbrellas and 

strollers are welcome! 
 

Columbus Lutheran Churches are asked to stand south 
of the 8th Street viaduct from Godfather’s Pizza  

to the Pawnee Park Train. 

Mommy, I am too 
tired for devotions. 

 

You are invited to share in  

worship, fellowship and a great program 
 

October 23, 2021 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Fremont, NE 

 

Registration, coffee and donuts begin at 8:30 a.m. 

Program will conclude by 3:00 p.m. 
 

Speaker: Patti Winkler 
Middle School teacher who uses quilts to teach history 

 

Sign up is open on the Heartland District website at 

the Women of the Word tab or see us on Facebook. 

God has truly provided Trinity Lutheran Church with very 
capable pastoral leadership, and the month of October 
has been declared Pastor Appreciation Month again this 
year.  We have been blessed with caring and loving 
people who serve in the capacity of Pastors who provide 
the everyday guidance in God’s Word.  Dedication is but 
one word to describe the necessary commitment needed 
to continue to serve a large congregation like Trinity. We 
need to show our appreciation for this dedication and 
leadership not only in the month of October but 
throughout the year.  We encourage all of you to show 
your personal appreciation for these committed servants 
of God as we celebrate Pastor Appreciation Month. 
A basket for cards & notes will be available at the 
Information Station during the month of October.  Let's 
show our Pastors how much we appreciate them! 

Pastor Brandon & Monique Foster        

               Pastor Ollie & Karen Fullmer  

 

 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 21  CO U N C I L  N O T E S  

( U n a p p r ov e d  by  c o u n c i l )  

Submitted by Tricia Kersting, Council Secretary 

The Trinity Church Council meeting was called to order 
on September 21st, 2021 by President Ken Andreasen. 

Marilyn Plugge shared with Council the life of her 
husband, Dale Plugge, who passed away on January 
21st, 2021. He was a lifetime member of Trinity and 
always felt it was most important to give financially to 
the Lord. Marilyn presented Ken with a monetary gift 
from Dale’s estate, to Trinity.  

Pastor Brandon led the recharge with a reading from 
Galatians 3: 23-24.   

August Council meeting minutes were approved. 
August financial reports were approved. 

Pastor Ollie had provided a written report to Council 
with his most recent highlights, goals, challenges, etc.   

Tammy Augustine presented her Business 
Administrator report highlights: Nursery has been 
reopened. Staff will begin the inventory process at 
church. Will continue research into digital church sign 
upgrade possibilities, including requesting a variance 
from the City.  

Committee Report Highlights 

Children, Youth & Family: No report. 

Care Ministry: Training sessions continue weekly.  

Property & Safety: See Business Administrators report. 
Also, looking at repairing/updating one of the soon-to-
be vacant church rental properties.  

Evangelism, Stewardship & Outreach: Committee is 
organizing the Trunk or Treat event to be held October 
31, 4-6 p.m. at Trinity. They are looking for any 
businesses that would be interested in doing a trunk 
also.  

Worship, Tech & Decorating: Caitlyn Bjork is no longer 
the Director of Worship & Creative Arts, following her 
resignation recently. And the committee is putting 
together musician schedules for the next few weeks. 

Kim Gassen reported that she and her mom have 
decorated the sanctuary for fall. And will be contacting 
the decorating committee to assist in Christmas 
decorations.  

Evaluations: Will meet when assessment is finished.  

Tricia Kersting reported that Raise the Roof ticket sales 
have begun. They are $25 each. Each Council member 
will be selling tickets as well. Pledge forms are available 
for those wishing to donate an auction item. Forms are 
due October 17th. Council members have pledged to 
each donate funds towards an item for the live auction.  

Council discussed the recommendations from the 
consultant Eric Hulstrand.  

Ken reported that Dennis Schroeder is in the process of 
seeking out bids for the HVAC system.  

Council discussed Pastor appreciation month, which 
begins in October. There will be a basket setup in the 
Narthex for cards to the Pastors. Council will also 
present a gift to both Pastors during services the last 
weekend in October.  

Tammy was given the approval to make the necessary 
changes to the handbook.  

Kim Gassen started discussion on ways to make the 
fellowship hall more inviting. She would like to make a 
monetary donation towards sectional seating to 
jumpstart that initiative! Kim, Tricia Kersting and Kris 
Gerstein volunteered to serve on a committee to look 
at potential remodeling ideas.  

Pastor Brandon advised Council that Pastor H.M. 
Rathkamp died at the age of 91 in Virginia. Trinity will 
send a memorial item.  

The next Council meeting will be held October 19th, 
2021 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

President Ken Andreasen adjourned the meeting.  

 
 Ingathering 

October 2-11 
 

For the Platte County 
Food Pantry 

      Loving our neighbor in a tangible way—  
we are blessed to be a blessing! 

 

Some Food Pantry Suggestions: 
 

—Paper Products         —Peanut Butter & Jelly 
—Laundry Soap         —Flour, Sugar, Beans 
—Cans of Meat          —Pancake Mix & Syrup 
—Pasta & Cereal         —Coffee 
—Cans of Fruit & Fruit Juice 


