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Introduction 
We are inspired by the courage and faithfulness of 
Daniel and his friends. Because they remained true 
to their identity as God’s chosen people and because 
they were willing to demonstrate their trust in God 
through their actions, they provided a testimony to 
God’s power and goodness while in exile. As 
believers, we are sojourners and exiles in this world, 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus and called to be a 
testimony to His grace by remaining true to our 
identity in Christ. 

• What are some Christian beliefs or practices that 
cause us to stand out from the world today? 

• Why is it important for us not to conform to the 
world in these areas? 

Scripture Discussion 
Have someone read Daniel 1:1-7 for the group. 
1. Can anyone summarize this part of Israel’s 

history? What’s the big-picture context of 
Daniel’s book of the Bible? 

2. How is our missionary identity as God’s people 
strengthened by remembering that our present 
circumstances are no accident? 

3. What similarities do you see between Daniel’s 
circumstances of exile and our place in our 
culture? What differences do you see? 

4. In what ways would it be easy for Christians to 
fall prey to these strategies of making us like the 
world (isolation, indoctrination, assimilation, 
confusion)? 

5. How can we strengthen our identity in Christ 
when facing the pressures of the culture? 

Continue by reading Daniel 1:8-16. 
6. What do you think prepared Daniel and his 

friends to resist this moment of compromise? 
7. How would you describe Daniel’s demeanor, 

attitude, or approach in resisting the culture? 
8. What did Daniel believe about God that made 

possible this kind of courage? 
9. In what ways does our commitment to holiness 

demonstrate our trust in God’s goodness and 
power? 

Also read verses 17-21. 
10. Wisdom is often in short supply in our world, In 

what ways does a Christian’s wisdom and 
understanding give glory to God? 

11. In what ways does such wisdom improve things 
in our world? 

12. How has your walk with God been impacted by 
the testimony of grace from people in previous 
generations? 

13. How might your walk with God impact future 
generations? 

Christ Connection 
Daniel stayed true to his identity, obeyed God, and 
was a testimony to God’s grace. He points forward to 
the Son of God, who willingly embraced a sinful 
world without ever defiling Himself and through His 
death and resurrection became the greatest picture 
of God’s grace the world has ever known.

WEEK ONE: Daniel 1 (Staying Faithful in Exile)


