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Introduction 
The popular television drama “This Is Us” reminds us 
that every family has a story of struggle. Well, the 
church is a family, and it’s a family of families. The 
family of God is filled with struggles and heartbreak 
that can be faced without facade or front because 
Jesus has welcomed us in, mess and all, to his 
Father’s house. 

• Who was an influential father figure that 
influenced your life growing up?  

• What is the most fun memory from that 
relationship growing up? 

Scripture Discussion 
Have someone read 1 Cor. 4:14-21 for the group. 
1. What is the difference between making someone 

ashamed and admonishing them? 
2. What is the difference between guides/tutors 

and having fathers in this passage? Why is it 
important that they have fathers rather than 
guides? 

3. Why was it important for them to imitate Paul? 
4. What is Paul’s meaning in verse 21? How have 

you seen this practiced, either at home or in the 
church? 

5. Why is it significant that Paul uses the language 
of family to describe discipleship? 

6. What does it mean to be a father in our modern 
church setting based on the sermon? 

7. Why does the church need more leaders? What 
holds people back from stepping into 
leadership? 

8. What are the practical behaviors that our 
children should be imitating from our lives as 
followers of Jesus and leaders in the church? 

9. How do we develop more spiritual fathers/
parents in our church family? 

10. Who are (or have been) your spiritual parents? 
1. Do you have a “Paul” in your life — someone 

you trust like a spiritual parent in the faith? 
2. If not, what obstacles prevent this, and what 

steps can you take? 
11. Who are (or have been) your spiritual children? 

1. Do you have a “Timothy” in your life — 
someone to whom you are a spiritual parent? 

2. If no one, what obstacles prevent this, and 
what steps can you take to follow this biblical 
model? 

Christ Connection 
The ministry of Jesus Christ began with a promise to 
make his followers “fishers of men” and ended with 
the commission to “go and make disciples.”  In 
between the initial invitation and closing 
commission, our savior modeled a life of investing 
personally into twelve close disciples. As we follow 
Christ, he fulfills his promise to do the work of 
“making” us fishers of men, or maturing us into 
spiritual parents. By his resurrection, he has the 
authority to empower each follower of his to disciple 
others.  

WEEK TWO: Spiritual Parents (1 Cor. 4:14-21)


