
GROUP 
DISCUSSION 

GUIDE 

WEEK OF 04/15/2018

Introduction 
The popular television drama “This Is Us” reminds us 
that every family has a story of struggle. Well, the 
church is a family, and it’s a family of families. The 
family of God is filled with struggles and heartbreak 
that can be faced without facade or front because 
Jesus has welcomed us in, mess and all, to his 
Father’s house. 

• Has anyone experienced paying off a large debt? 
How was this accomplished and how did you feel 
about it? 

Scripture Discussion 
Have someone read Matthew 18:21-27 for the group. 
1. What is the meaning of Jesus’ answer in verse 22? 
2. Who does the character of the king represent, 

and what does it mean for him to “settle 
accounts?” 

3. In these verses, who assumes the cost of the 
debt? Why is this significant? 

4. How have we built an unpayable debt toward 
God? Why is this deficit so easy for us to forget or 
ignore? 

5. How can we be regularly reminded of the extent 
of God’s mercy toward us? 

Continue by reading Matthew 18:28-35. 
6. What is the tone of Jesus’ story? What effect is it 

supposed to have on his listeners? 
7. By verses 28-30, how would you describe the 

tone and attitude of the unforgiving servant? 

8. How do we often speak and act when we are 
demanding punitive justice upon others? Can 
you share any examples? 

9. What is the significance of comparing the debts 
of ten thousand talents and a hundred denarii? 

10. In this passage, what resource does Jesus give us 
to compel our forgiveness of others? 
1. How can we apply this resource well to our 

own hearts in order to affect our emotions 
and actions on a daily basis? 

11. Can anyone share about the toll of carrying a 
grudge on your own life and happiness? How did 
the experience reflect verse 34? What does 
resentment do to us? 

12. Is there anyone you need to choose to forgive? 
13. Are there any specific opportunities in your life 

where you can walk in forgiveness by repaying 
evil with good? 

Christ Connection 
Each of us has accrued an impossible debt of sin 
against our Creator by rebelling against, ignoring, 
and rejecting Him and His commands. But the King 
of the universe absorbed the cost of our sin by 
sending His own son Jesus to die on a cross that He 
did not deserve. Our debts were put on Jesus 
instead, and it cost Him everything. Because Jesus 
paid all that we owed but could not repay, we 
experience endless forgiveness that compels us to 
forgive the smaller debts others would have owed to 
us. 

WEEK TWO: Matthew 18:21-35 (Forgiveness)


