
 

  
 
We’re excited about your interest in baptism! We believe that baptism is an important 
step of obedience for every person who has accepted Christ as his or her Lord and 
Savior. 
 
At Church at the Grove, we don’t have baptisms every week. However, we do plan 
several baptism Sundays every year. If you want to get baptized, please let us know 
and we will keep you posted about the next baptism service. 
 
These pages are designed to explain baptism and the necessary steps to be baptized at 
an upcoming service. If you would like further information please email Pat Hardin 
at Pat@ChurchattheGrove.com or call the church office at 678-729-8501. 
 
We have also created a video explaining baptism - Click Here to View 
 
We consider it a privilege to walk with you as you take this next step on your spiritual 
journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://churchatthegrove.com/media/230234-857709-172337/baptism


 

 
 
What We Believe About Baptism 
 
Who Should Be Baptized 
Christians believe that the blood of Jesus Christ, shed on the cross, provides the sole 
basis for the forgiveness of sin. Therefore, salvation occurs only when a person places 
his or her faith in the death and resurrection of Christ as sufficient payment for his or her 
sin. 
 
If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you are ready to be 
baptized. Just like a bride and groom show others their love for one another by wearing 
wedding bands, your baptism is an opportunity to show others that you have accepted 
Christ and are now walking with Him. 
 
If you have any questions about how to begin a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
please contact Pat@ChurchAtTheGrove.com 
 
What Baptism Symbolizes 
Baptism is a way of showing others that you have entered into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. It symbolizes what took place in your heart at the time of salvation: 

● You trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
● You shared in His death and resurrection, illustrated by going under the water 

(dead to your old life), then rising again (receiving His new life). 
● You were symbolically washed clean, and sins were forgiven by His death on the 

cross. 
Because Jesus instructed us to be baptized, baptism is an act of obedience. While it is 
not necessary for salvation, it demonstrates submission to God. We immerse at Church 
at the Grove because in the Bible, Jesus modeled that for us as the way to publicly 
acknowledge our faith in Him. 
 
Infant Christening 
Some denominations choose to christen infants. While we recognize the right of other 
churches to practice infant christening, we understand Scripture to teach that only 
professing believers qualify for baptism. Baptism does not make you a believer, rather it 
shows that you already believe. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Preparing for Your Baptism 
 
I want you to write a brief testimony. Before you get nervous, let me tell you that we will 
have someone read your testimony for you. We will have someone read all the 
testimonies. This allows for those who might have some fear or apprehension, for those 
that tend to get emotional or simply for those that might speak softly. Your testimony is 
powerful and is a way for others to hear how God has worked and how He is working in 
your life and we want everyone to hear it loud and clear. Try to keep your story to 3 
minutes or less. Once you have written out your testimony please e-mail it to Pat 
using Pat@ChurchattheGrove.com 
 
How to Write your Testimony 
Below is a good outline to get you started and help you organize what you want to say: 

1. Begin by introducing yourself. 
2. Briefly talk about your life before Christ. 
3. Describe how/when you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and 

Savior. 
4. Talk about how Jesus has affected your life since your conversion. 
5. OPTIONAL - Thank no more than one or two people, perhaps your small group, 

who have helped you in your spiritual journey. 
6. Your public profession. Some examples: “I’m here today to let you know that 

Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior”, “Today I publicly profess my faith in Jesus 
Christ,” “He is the Lord of my life,” “I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
Savior” 

Remember that your testimony should center and focus on the difference that Jesus 
Christ has made in your life. 
 
If you are having trouble with what you want to say, please e-mail or call the church 
office. Please know that we want you to enjoy the process, and want those hearing your 
story to learn about Jesus Christ through you. 
 
Sample Testimony 
My name is Russ Butcher. I did not grow up attending church, I had a godly 
grandmother that took me to church with her when I stayed at her house. More 
importantly, she modeled in her life what it was like to be a genuine Christ-follower. I 



 

admired my grandmother and some other Christians I knew, but I spent most of my 
adolescence chasing after things that only brought temporary peace and fulfillment. 
 
After some tough circumstances during and following my senior year of high school, my 
older brother Eddie invited me to go to his church. Eddie knew that God was trying to 
get my attention through some tough circumstances and he used the opportunity to 
invite me to church and the youth group. While sitting in a service on New Year’s Eve 
1983, God spoke to me clearly that He wanted me to be His child. Through the music, 
preaching, drama, and listening to people’s testimonies, God clearly was calling me to 
His grace and forgiveness.  That night I asked Jesus to forgive me of my sin, and to 
come and live in my heart. I turned that night to follow Christ in a personal way. 
 
Following this change, I was baptized and a friend named Matt began to disciple and 
mentor me. I began to grow in my faith and relationship with Christ. Although life has not 
been easy, following Christ has brought a significance and fulfillment to my life that I 
never had before. My desire is to continue to grow as a Christ-follower, and to influence 
as many people as possible to join me on this exciting journey. 
 
What to Wear and Bring 
Wear conservative clothing, i.e., bathing suit with shorts and t-shirt (no white shirts, 
please). You will want to bring a towel and a plastic bag for your wet clothes. You will 
also want to bring a change of clothes and anything you need for the changing time 
(hair dryer, etc.). 
 
Make the Most of Your Baptism 
Plan on taking advantage of this special occasion to invite as many friends and family to 
come and be with you. This is an incredible opportunity for you to invite some people to 
hear your story, hear the truth of Jesus, and to be in an incredible church like the Grove. 
Many of these people would not normally step in church, but because you have invited 
them to experience something that is a part of your personal journey, they will be more 
than happy to come to church.  
 
This will be a special celebration and it will be awesome to share it with you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
BAPTISM IN SCRIPTURE 
 
You can use the following passages of scripture to read about baptism for yourself 
directly from God’s Word. Take some time to pray, read, and listen to what the Lord 
would teach you about baptism in the upcoming days. 
 
Baptism illustrates Jesus’ BURIAL and RESURRECTION. 
“Christ died for our sins … He was buried … and He rose again.” 
—1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
"For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were 
also raised with Christ."  
—Colossians 2:12 
 
Baptism illustrates NEW LIFE as a Christian. 
“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead… so also we may live a NEW LIFE.” 
— Romans 6:4 
 
Baptism does not make you a Christian. It is a demonstration that you already believe. It 
is important to understand that baptism does not “save” you. You are “saved” only by 
your faith in Jesus. 
 
Why do we get baptized? 
To follow the example set by CHRIST (Mark 1:9), and because Christ COMMANDED it 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
When is a good time to get baptized? 
As soon as you believe! As soon as you have decided to trust Christ with your life, you 
can and should be baptized. If you’re waiting until you’re perfect, you’ll never be ready. 
 
“Those who believe … were baptized … that day!”  
— Acts 2:41 
 
For further study: Acts 8:26-39 (Philip and the Ethiopian) 
 


