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November 16, 2016
Dear sisters and brothers of the Southwest Region,
Rev. Coretha Loughridge

Interim Regional Minister & President
cloughridge@ccsw.org

Rev. Charlotte Hoppe

Mission West Lead Minister
(Central, Hi-Plains & Tres Rios Areas)
choppe@ccsw.org

Rev. Peggy Edge

Coastal Plains Area Minister
cpa@cpadisciples.org

Rev. Dr. Larry Ross

North Texas Area Minister
lross@ccsw.org

Rev. Christy Drechsel

Trinity-Brazos Area Minister of Nurture
cdrechsel@ccsw.org

Rev. Alicia Harker

Trinity-Brazos Area Minister of Connection
aharker@ccsw.org

Rev. Will Moore

President
Texas Christian Missionary Fellowship
will.moore2@juno.com

Rev. Serbando Peralez

President
Southwest Hispanic Convención
iglesiaimmanuel6708@sbcglobal.net

Nathan Higginbotham
Disciples Men Director
nathanhig@sbcglobal.net

Tasha York, President

Disciples Women’s Ministries
tashayork@yahoo.com

Heather Reed, Convener
Regional Youth Ministry Council
heather.reed728@gmail.com

As I write this letter to you, it seems that our world is in a time of darkness, and
glimpses of hope seem few and far between. We look for peace and see war; we
look for love and see hate; we look for acceptance and see bigotry; we look for
safety and see danger; we look for unity and see division.
But as we prepare to enter the season of Advent, we are challenged to look and
find those glimpses of hope: love, acceptance, safety, unity. And we are
compelled by the Gospel to live out those glimpses of hope, to be the hope that
others are so desperately looking for. And there are so many times and so many
ways that I see in our Region that very thing happening, that help us to keep
believing and depend on an ever-deepening hope in such desperate times. In this
season we lift up those reasons for hope!
The 2016 Christmas Offering theme is “Believe Again: A Deeper Hope.” I
cannot image a more appropriate theme for this year, both in the life of our
world and in the life of our Region. We have been in a time of transition for
three years, and sometime in the new year there will be new Regional
Leadership selected and in place. What a wonderful time to be filled with deep
and everlasting hope, and for us to believe again that we truly do have good
news to share with all. A new beginning, a new way of looking at and being
church, new leadership with fresh eyes to lead us into an uncertain, but hopefilled, future!
One hundred percent of the contributions you give to this year’s Christmas
Offering come back to the Christian Church in the Southwest; and this year
more than ever we need your generous and prayerful assistance as we prepare
ourselves for a new future! The offering is received on December 11th and
18th; this is your opportunity to truly make a difference in the ministry of the
CCSW!
May the peace of the Christ Child be yours,

Bonnie Schuler
Office Manager
ccsw@ccsw.org

Rev. Coretha Loughridge

