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There are five practices that unite us as members of First United Methodist Church:

1) To attend WORSHIP weekly unless we are sick or out of town; 

2) To GROW in faith through personal prayer and meet with a spiritual growth group; 

3) To SERVE regularly (at least quarterly) outside the walls of the church in missions and inside the 
church through ministry teams; and 

4) To GIVE a tithe (or if that is not possible at this moment to give in proportion of our income and be 
actively working towards tithing); 

5) To frequently (at least monthly) INVITE someone who isn’t actively involved in a church to worship 
at First UMC.
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What does new life in Jesus look like?
There are five ways that we live out our faith at First UMC. 

These practices help us grow closer to God, 
and help us honor God in the ways we live out our faith.



Leading people in new life with Jesus in 2015!
Jesus said, “Come, follow me and I will send you out to fish for people.”

Leading people in new life with Jesus... through our WORSHIP

Last year we averaged 494 people in weekly worship, and even more listened to the sermons online. We stepped out in 
faith to begin two new worship services, and through these new services we have welcomed several new persons into 
the church. In 2016 we will focus on excellent traditional and modern worship that will share God’s love to all people, 
especially those who have been turned off or have tuned out church.

Leading people in new life with Jesus... through our GROWTH

Last year an average of 62 children (birth-4th grade) learned about God through First Kids ministry. We reached 
more than 1,000 children through special events like Easter Egg Hunts, Fall BMX Event, Halloween Candy Craze Maze, 
Children’s Christmas Choir and others. This past year we transformed our youth ministry (7th-12th grade) with more 
than double the number of youth involved every week in small groups. And last year we averaged 20 adult small groups 
with more than 150 people every week growing in their faith. In 2016 we are reimagining our Congregational Care 
ministries (shutins, sick, communion, prayer, etc.) and our Spiritual Growth ministries (small groups).

Leading people in new life with Jesus... through our SERVICE

Last year we led Sikeston area churches to feed 1370 children in Haiti for a year. We gave over 1000 families school 
supplies, and had 350 people Change the World activities. First UMC also led area churches in giving food and gifts and 
books at Christmas to 150 families with 450 children and more than 115 senior adults. Last year we sent 12 to missions 
in the Dominican, and we supported our sister church in Mozambique. In 2015 we gave over $5,000 directly to help 
individuals in need in the Sikeston area, and another $62,000 to the United Methodist Church’s work through disaster 
relief, missionaries, starting new churches and much more.  

Every week we average more than 75 people who serve at First UMC through our hospitality, connections, music, 
technology, children’s, youth, facilities, security, office, finances and much more.

In 2016 we will have a strategic plan for our mission strategy as a church, and we are creating a brand new way to 
engage people to serve God through the ministries of First UMC.

Leading people in new life with Jesus... through our GIVING

Last year 9 people returned a commitment to give to First UMC for the first time, and the total increases from 
committment cards was $114,730.39 which represents a 10% increase in total giving. In addition, last year we added 
new administrative staff, we’ve decreased expenses, increased missional giving, and ended the year with income 
over expenses. In 2016 we will continue to lead people to live generously, develop a reserve fund for unexpected 
emergencies, renew the Endowment Committee, and be intentional about investing our finances in the most effective 
ways to lead people in new life with Jesus.

Leading people in new life with Jesus... through our INVITATION

Last year 13 people were baptized, 22 committed to follow Christ at First UMC, and 61 participated in Discover First. In 
2015 we hosted nationally recognized musicians 10th Avenue North and Danny Goeke, among other special guests. Last 
year 120 people visited First UMC for the first time. We held 8 weddings and 13 funerals, and hosted many community 
events (basketball teams, mission teams, YMCA Summer Camp, scouting, TOPS, etc.). In 2016 we are changing our 
communications, marketing to continue to be relevant to an always changing world. But we also believe that our best 
way to lead people in new life with Jesus is through excellent, passionate and relevant worship that will help you invite 
your friends and neighbors.
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 Sikeston Area Missions
*Back to School  *Sikeston Food Bank
*Radical Christmas  *Renovate Campus
*Change the World  *Non-Profit Groups
*Assistance Fund
 Total: $49,672.40

 Beyond Sikeston Missions
*Feed My Starving Children   *Dominican Missions
*Mission Apportionment  *Mozambique Church
 Total: $214,627.51

 Spiritual Growth
*Growth Groups  *Connections Team
*Discover First  *Nurture & Kitchen
*Prayer Ministries  *Communications
 Total: $31,077.56

 Children & Youth
*Children’s Ministry  *Youth Ministry
*Nursery  *Fuse (5th-6th Grade)
*Pre-K Reading Program  *Confirmation
 Total: $100,088.94

 Pastoral Care & Leadership
*Sunday Worship  *Congregational Care
*Leadership Development  *Spiritual Direction
 Total: $317,179.89

 Debt
*Principal & Interest paid in 2015  $72,958.00
*Loan Balance December 31, 2015 ($189,281.15)

 Worship & Creative Arts
*Traditions (Choir, Organ)  *Journey (Band, Lights)
*Media & Audio  *Guest Musicians
 Total: $122,339.78

 Property Management
*Maintenance & Improvement *Lawn & Landscaping
*Insurance  *Vehicle Maintenance
*Utilities  *Custodial Services
 Total: $190,497.56

 Office & Administration
*Office & Support Staff  *Printing & Technology
*Administrative Apportionments *Office Supplies
 Total: $122,865.55


