
 
 

God Speaks from Sinai: Part 2 
 
God spoke to Moses in a voice of thunder. He spoke to Elijah in a whisper. But there is a third 
example of God’s voice that is more common than either of the first two.  
 
It isn’t as dramatic as the Old Testament, but God spoke to Paul on Mt. Sinai. After meeting God 
on the road to Damascus, Paul “went away into Arabia” (Gal 1:17). For a Jewish person to say, “I 
went to Arabia” meant “I went to Mt. Sinai.” Sinai was the place for a Jewish pilgrimage into the 
desert. Paul spent time alone listening to God speak on Mt. Sinai.  
 
In this instance, there is no record that God spoke through a storm or an earthquake. Paul doesn’t 
even suggest that God spoke in a whisper. Instead, Paul, a scholar of the Old Testament, went to 
Mt. Sinai to spend time alone re-examining the Scriptures.  
 
Paul knew those Scriptures by heart. But despite his academic training, he had never properly 
understood the messianic promises. Why? In all his studies, Paul had missed the central truth 
that the Old Testament promises were fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
Now that Jesus has revealed Himself on the road to Damascus, Paul goes back to see what the 
Scriptures say about Jesus.  He re-reads the Old Testament with eyes that have been opened by 
the Holy Spirit. Paul will later write,  
 “We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely given us by God” (1 Cor 2:12). 
 
We often hope for God’s shout. We may even listen for a whisper. But too often, we miss the quiet 
voice of God speaking through Scripture.  
 
I suggest that rather than waiting for a shout or a whispered revelation, we should begin our 
search for God’s voice in His Word. How can you hear God speak through the Bible? 
 

1) To hear God speak through His Word, you must read it. 
 
You say, “Wow! That’s all you have? If I want to hear God speak through the Bible, I must read it. 
That’s it? Really?” 
 
Yes, that’s it. Too many people read the Bible with a “Promise Book” approach – opening it at 
random and reading a “verse for the day” with little care and attention. If I want to hear God speak 
through Scripture, I must develop the discipline to spend time in His Word. Like Paul, I must 
systematically study God’s Word. I must read until God speaks His Word to my heart. 



 
2) To hear God speak through His Word, you must read prayerfully. 

 
Reading isn’t enough; even an in-depth study is insufficient. To hear God speak through Scripture, 
we must be enlightened by the Holy Spirit who inspired the Scriptures. As I read, I should pray 
that God will open my eyes to His truth. 
 
Before his Damascus Road experience, Paul had studied Scripture. He knew most of the Old 
Testament by memory! But he needed more; he needed to have his eyes opened to God’s truth. 
That required the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. Again, Paul’s words to the Christian at 
Corinth: 

“And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual” (1 Cor 2:13). 

 
If I want to hear God speak through Scripture, I must allow God’s Spirit to open my mind to the 
truths contained in His Word. 
 

3) To hear God speak through His Word, you must read obediently. 
 
Paul’s life was transformed by what he learned during those days on Mt. Sinai. He would live the 
rest of his life in obedience to God’s Word. James warned against reading without obedience.  
 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves…. But the one who 

looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing” (James 1:22, 25). 

 
If I want to hear God speak, I must determine, “Whatever your Word commands, I will do!” When 
God sees a heart of complete obedience, He delights to speak to us. 
 
Will you listen to God’s voice in your life? If God shouts, I will drop everything and listen. If He 
whispers, I will draw close and listen. And, if He speaks through my daily study of His Word, I 
will heed what He says.  How does God want to speak to you today? 


