
 
 

God Speaks from Sinai: Part 1 
 
When my daughter was a senior in college, one of her professors thought that she would make a 
good missionary teacher in Africa. As she walked across campus one afternoon, she heard a voice 
calling, “Stacey McElwain, this is the Lord! I want you to teach in Africa!” Her response when she 
got home that evening? “Mr. Howard doesn’t sound much like the Lord.” 
 
How do we know when God is speaking?   And how should we respond when He speaks? 
 
Scripture records three times when God spoke from Mt. Sinai. First, and most dramatically, God 
spoke to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Exodus 19 describes the dramatic scene: 

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on 
the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled 
(Ex 19:16). 

 
God spoke to Israel with the voice of thunder. No one present that day would ever forget God’s 
voice.  The book of Hebrews recalls the drama of that day. There was… 

a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a 
voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 
For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 
tremble with fear” (Heb 12:18-21). 

 
God’s shout is dramatic and terrifying.  But God does not always speak with a shout. In 1 Kings 
19, God spoke to Elijah on Mt. Sinai.  
 
Elijah has just won a great victory over the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel. He runs twenty miles 
to confront Ahab at Jezreel. Then after Jezebel promises to kill him, Elijah runs another 100 miles 
to Beersheba. After resting and being fed by an angel, he travels forty days to Mount Sinai, another 
260 miles. In less than two months, Elijah has run or walked nearly 400 miles, much of it through 
rugged wilderness terrain.  
 
Why did Elijah travel to Mt. Sinai? I think he needed to hear God’s voice of reassurance. “God, 
you spoke to Moses on this mountain, and now I need to hear you speak to me. You gave me a 
great victory over the prophets of Baal, but now Jezebel plans to kill me. Is my ministry finished?” 
 
In his cave on Mt. Sinai, Elijah reminds God, “I have been jealous for you, but the people have 
abandoned the covenant, they have killed the prophets, and I'm the only one left.”  God answers, 
“Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord” (1 Kings 19:11). 



 
Elijah knows the story of God's appearance to Moses on Mt. Sinai. He knows what will happen 
when God speaks! Sure enough - just as Elijah expects, a strong wind sweeps across the mountain, 
breaking the rocks in pieces. But God is not in the wind.  
 
An earthquake shakes the mountain. But God is not in the earthquake. A fire sweeps across the 
mountain.  But God is not in the fire.  Elijah sees all the signs associated with God’s presence on 
Mt. Sinai, but God doesn’t speak through any of those signs. 
 
Then after the fury has settled, Elijah hears “a still small voice” (KJV), “the sound of a low 
whisper” (ESV). And in that whisper, God speaks to His prophet.   
 
God’s shout is easy to recognize! It is hard to ignore His shout. But God does not always shout. In 
fact, He rarely shouts. More often, God speaks in a whisper. And here is the problem; a whisper 
is difficult to hear.  
 

1) To hear a whisper, you must be quiet.   
 
You cannot hear a whisper in a loud room. When I was a school principal, I loved to watch good 
teachers quiet a noisy classroom. Effective teachers rarely tried to outshout their students. 
Instead, a wise teacher would begin to speak in a low whisper until a student on the front row said 
to his classmates, “Hey! Miss Smith is talking.” Little by little, the classroom would grow still as 
students strained to hear their teacher.  
 
Elijah could hear God’s whisper only after the excitement of Mt. Carmel, the flight from Jezebel, 
and the drama of the earthquake had stilled. To hear God's whisper, we must shut out the noise 
of the world around us and listen to the still small voice.   
 

2) To hear a whisper, you must be close to the person who is whispering.   
 
You cannot hear a whisper from across the room. To hear a whisper, you have to be close.  To hear 
God’s whisper, Elijah had to withdraw from the busyness of his prophetic ministry to spend time 
with God. If we want to hear God’s whisper in our life, we must draw close to Him.  
 
This week, will you hear God if He shouts? I’m sure you will. But will you hear God if He whispers? 
Are you taking the time to draw close to Him? If we want to hear God speak, we must be attuned 
to His whisper. 

  
To be continued… 

 
 
 


