
FAMILY MEETING 

Greetings from your search committee.  It is truly a delight to serve you in this role and we 

enjoy working with one another, so thank you for your part in bringing us together for this 

purpose. 

Four Points:  1) what we have done; 2) what is ahead; 3) our God makes the sun stand still; and 

4) pray. 

1.  What we have done. 

When we last reported to you on a Sunday night, you blessed us with a wonderful evening of 

prayer and kindness.  We were about to embark on our first interviews with candidates. 

We conducted each of those interviews through Zoom.  Who would have ever thought that the 

pandemic would introduce such a helpful tool for these initial steps of a process like this? 

The time spent with each candidate was a blessing and it revealed how God is expanding His 

Kingdom in various areas of our country.  We trust through God’s providence that we discerned 

which candidates should continue in the process and those who should not. 

2.  What is ahead. 

More applications continue to arrive, so we are reviewing them and evaluating other 

candidates for possible interviews. 

We are making plans for follow-up interviews for candidates who seem especially strong to the 

committee.  Those follow-up interviews will be in person because those conversations are more 

revealing and lend themselves to more thought-provoking discussions. 

Yes, you may hear or see that we have brought someone in, but, as of now, we do not know 

how many in person interviews will occur.  When the time arrives that we are able to identify a 



candidate then we will gladly and readily do so.  We will not hide him from you. Going forward, 

we do not know how many in person interviews may be necessary for each candidate.  We also 

do not know how long this process will continue.  In all these uncertainties, we trust and lean 

on God’s omniscience, and we know He will enable us to persevere to the end—that is, bringing 

us to the point of calling the man that he has appointed to be the lead pastor of our church. 

3.  God makes the sun to stand still. 

This remarkable event occurred as Joshua and the Israelites fought the five kings of the 

Amorites.  From its telling in Joshua 10, there is no doubt that God was on the side of His 

chosen people.  Yet, the work of eliminating their enemies had not concluded, so Joshua prayed 

that the sun and moon would stand still.  Joshua prayed and had the faith that the “impossible” 

would happen. 

“The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set about a whole day.  There has 

been no day like it before or since, when the LORD heeded the voice of a man, for the LORD 

fought for Israel.”  Joshua 10:13-14. 

We are not facing the impossible, but we do have uncertainty, something different, anxiety, 

and fear. 

4.  Pray. 

As we look to God for guidance and perseverance through this process of searching for a new 

lead pastor, it will be helpful for all of us to remember. 

Our God, the only God, spoke creation into existence. 

Our God, the only God, caused the sun to stand still. 

Our God, the only God, called us to be His children before the beginning of time. 



Our God, the only God, sent His Son to make a way for us to be His children. 

Our God, the only God, gives us every good and perfect gift. 

Our God, the only God, will provide us our next pastor when the time is right. 

Our God, the only God, deserves our praise and our service. 

May He be glorified. 


