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Our desire is to glorify God. In our 
understanding of our role as ordained 
leaders of Grace EPC, the elders believe 
that taking reasonable measures to care 
for everyone on our property, and 
providing a clear policy and rationale 
during these uncertain times, is one way 
to bring glory to God.  

We admonish everyone, ourselves first of 
all, to seek a Christ-like spirit of solidarity 
and cooperative effort within His body. 
While this should always be a true marker 
of the church, as is often the case, crisis 
tends to reveal the true heart of things.  

We did not make this decision lightly. We 
worked hard to arrive at the best possible 
understanding of the actual impact, 
progression, spread, and threat-level of 
this disease. We listened attentively to all 
different “sides” of various arguments - 
about the disease itself, the effectiveness 
of various mitigation strategies, and the 
social and economic costs of those same 
strategies. In the best exercise of our 
judgment, wisdom, understanding, and 
discernment, we settled on a path forward 
that in our view faithfully discharges our 

duty to guard and protect both the 
spiritual and physical health and 
flourishing of our church. We did so in 
immensely trying circumstances and on 
incomplete information, given the 
staggering unknowns confronting all of 
society. Because of this, we are constantly 
in a posture of reevaluating and adjusting 
our decision making.  

In the end, we are firmly committed to the 
idea that this policy is a reasonable, 
prophylactic, risk-mitigation strategy that 
permits us to continue to attend to the 
means of grace of gathering and 
worshiping together - being about the 
Lord’s work - while also responsibly 
dealing with a real threat in our midst. We 
seek the LORD’s providential care as we 
gather together, and that our gatherings 
may safely spill over into the joy and the 
blessing that comes from that worship and 
fellowship.  

We recognize that this policy imposes 
actual physical hinderances, discomforts, 
and difficulties. We also recognize that it 
encroaches upon a zone of personal 
autonomy that we may have culturally



taken for granted. But with great humility, 
we must admonish everyone, ourselves 
first of all, that we are called to be 
imitators of Christ, Who did not consider 
the prerogatives of heaven a thing to be 
grasped (Philippians 2:5-8). How then 
could we refuse to lay down our 
autonomous selves, our comfort, and our 
wills?  

As Jerry Bridges noted in Trusting God, 
the “act of the will must be based on 
belief, and belief must be based on the 
truth that God is sovereign. He carries out 
His own good purposes without ever being 
thwarted, and nothing is outside His 
sovereign will.” As Presbyterians, we 
declare that we believe that one of the 
primary means God uses to carry out His 
sovereign will is the local church. The 
church is ordained with authority to make 
decisions concerning the life of God’s 
people together. We took a solemn 
promise to submit “to the government and 
discipline of the EPC and to the spiritual 
oversight of this Church Session, and do 
promise to promote the unity, purity, and 
peace of the Church” [EPC Book of 
Government, 8-3(e)]. We must cling to this 
belief - this faith - in the face of adversity, 
and even strong disagreement, if we’re to 
glorify God by trusting Him.  

When we are in difficult circumstances, do 
we believe the situation is under God’s 
sovereign control? Do we believe that God 
uses His infinite wisdom and goodness in 
these difficult circumstances to conform us 
more to the likeness of Christ? (Romans 
8:28; Hebrews 12:4-11) If so, then how 

would God have us respond in the 
situation?  

“Gaining relief from our feelings of heartache 

or disappointment or frustration is a natural 
desire, and God has promised to give us grace 

sufficient for our trials and peace for our 
anxieties (2 Cor. 12:9; Phil. 4:6-7). But just as 

God’s will is to take precedence over our will 
(“yet not as I will, but as You will” Matt. 26:39), 

so God’s honor is to take precedence over our 
feelings. We honor God by trusting Him when 

we don’t understand why He has allowed 
some adverse circumstance to occur. As we 

seek God’s glory, we may be sure He has 
purposed our good and that He won’t be 

frustrated in fulfilling that purpose.”  

- Jerry Bridges in Trusting God  

We understand the reasons for different 
opinions on wearing masks. The beauty of 
the church is that despite such 
disagreements, we can together submit in 
solidarity to God and His ordained 
authorities. God’s strength will work within 
us to enable us to love one another, 
putting aside our preferences and opinions 
so we may worship and fellowship 
together, even while wearing masks inside 
the Grace EPC church house.  

As noted in a prayer in the Valley of Vision, 
“I can enter the holiest and find You ready 
to hear, waiting to be gracious, inviting me 
to pour out my needs, encouraging my 
desires, promising to give more than I ask 
or think.” May we see the magnificence of 
God and be so moved by the truth and 
power of the Gospel that we may focus on 
bringing Him all the glory. 


