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Meant to be roommates! 

Lisa, wearing glasses, is second from the right

If you were to ask me, "Do you think God is sovereign and working out His plan in all
things?", I would be quick to respond in the affirmative. Yet, in my fallen humanity, I
can often fail to see how He intricately weaves circumstances together that people
might come to know Him. 

I was reminded of this recently when one of our international students, Lisa*, was in
the predicament of trying to find a new place to live with little time to do so. Because
of cultural Thai tradition, she was too shy to reach out to us for help directly, yet we
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found out her need when another Bridges staff member, in contact with Lisa's
boyfriend, asked if we knew of anyone with whom she could live. I hope that wasn't
too confusing to follow! :) Since I was on sabbatical, my teammate, Sam, sent a
message out to several people in San Diego, hoping someone might come through
for Lisa. 

A couple weeks later, I received a text from my pastor, Randall, "Hey Lauren! Would
you have time to talk real quick? Sam sent me the name of a Bridges student named
Lisa, and we were thinking about having her live with us, but wanted to talk with
you first". I was thrilled to get his text, since we have spent the last year sharing the
Gospel with Lisa, with little positive response. Our prayers have been for the Lord to
soften her heart to the love of Jesus, and we've struggled to understand the barriers
that keep her from accepting Him. Her boyfriend, Kim, even came to Christ a couple
years ago through the ministry in Austin, TX, yet Lisa has still hesitated to do so.
Hearing of this opportunity for her to spend a year living with a Christian family, made
me wonder if this would be what Jesus would use to draw her to Himself!  

As I talked with Randall, I learned of how the Lord had recently provided a larger
home for his family through a stressful time. The place where they had been living
was sold, so they were forced to move out. This was especially disappointing, since
they were getting a good deal on rent. With the expensive rental climate of San
Diego, they were concerned about finding another home near the church for an
affordable price. Yet as they prayed for God's provision, a member in our
congregation gave them the opportunity to move into an even larger home for their
family of five. What's more, for many years, Randall and his wife, Laura, have had a
vision to house international students, that their family might live the Gospel out
before those around the world who don't know Christ.  

The day after my conversation with Randall, Lisa met up with Laura and him to get to
know one another. Shortly after their time together, they decided to ask her to live
with them, and she will move in this upcoming week! What from the outside looks
like a simple transaction of a tenant renting a room for a year, in reality is the
beautiful work of a loving Savior. What began as a stressful situation for both Randall
and Laura and Lisa, has turned into the chance for a student from Thailand to
experience the Gospel firsthand, in the home in which she lives.  

As I alluded to at the beginning, the Lord is a Master Craftsman, weaving
circumstances in our lives together for His glory and our good. Would you pray with
me for Randall and his family... that the Lord would use them to share the Gospel
with Lisa, and that she would experience Christ through their hospitality and place
her faith in Him.  

*(I've changed her name for the sake of privacy)



My pastor, Randall, his wife, Laura, and their three kids (from left to right: Kai, Ava and Elle)

I am incredibly thankful for these past two months of sabbatical. It was refreshing to
connect with old friends, as well as unplug from my regular ministry responsibilities.

I enjoyed learning more about the spiritual disciplines, as I read Richard Foster's
Celebration of Discipline. More than anything, I've come away with a greater desire
to hear the voice of Jesus, and to walk with Him in love and obedience. Throughout

this time, I've often meditated on His words in John 10:27: 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." 

Would you pray for me as I jump back into a busy fall of ministry? I'm excited to meet
many new students from around the world who have come to San Diego. Pray that
the Holy Spirit would use Bridges and other campus ministries to reveal Jesus to

them, that they might come to saving faith in Him. 
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