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THE WELCOME
Please let us know you're worshiping with us today. Use the QR code at the bottom of the
bulletin. (Open your phone camera and hold it over the QR code. Then click the link that
pops up.) If you don’t have a smart phone or computer handy, please stop by the welcome
table on your way out to complete a card for your household. If you are visiting today,
please stop by the welcome tent and say hello.

THE GATHERING

The Lighting of the Candle on the Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am: John and Shelly Harvat and Family
11:00am: Cecilia May

*As With Gladness Men of Old

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed,
There to bend the knee before Him Whom heav'n and earth adore,
So, may we with willing feet ever seek the mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare at the manger rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee our heav'nly King.

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In that heav’nly country bright, need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, Thou its Sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing, alleluias to our King.

TEXT: William C. Dix MUSIC: Conrad Kocher

*The Prayer of Invocation
*The Call to Worship: Luke 2:8-14

*O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.



For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love,
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

TEXT: Phillips Brooks MUSIC: Lewis H. Redner

The Prayers of Confession

All: Our Father in Heaven, who gave your Son for us: We confess that we have not loved
you or one another as we ought. We have not forgiven one another as you, for Christ’s
sake, have forgiven us. We have too often lived in selfishness and worldly pride, trusting
in our own wisdom rather than yours, hoarding the good gifts that you have given rather
than using them to relieve the burdens of others. Forgive and blot out our sins, through
the incarnate life and willing sacrifice of your holy Son, our Lord Jesus. Amen. (Adapted
from The Book of Common Worship, 1946)

Private Confession

Leader: Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18)

ALL: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!” (Luke 2:14)

*The Profession of Faith: Colossians 1:15-20

ALL: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him.

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

And he is the head of the body, the church.

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

that in everything he might be preeminent.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

and through him to reconcile to himself all things,

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.



*O Great God

O great God of highest heaven, occupy my lowly heart.

Own it all and reign supreme, conquer every rebel power.

Let no vice or sin remain that resists Your holy war.

You have loved and purchased me, make me Yours forevermore.

| was blinded by my sin, had no ears to hear Your voice,

Did not know Your love within, had no taste for heaven’s joys.
Then Your Spirit gave me life, opened up Your Word to me
Through the gospel of Your Son, gave me endless hope and peace.

Help me now to live a life that’s dependent on Your grace.
Keep my heart and guard my soul from the evils that | face.
You are worthy to be praised with my every thought and deed.
O great God of highest heaven, glorify Your Name through me.

You are worthy to be praised with my every thought and deed.
O great God of highest heaven, glorify Your Name through me.

Words and music by Bob Kauflin as recorded on Valley of Vision ©2006 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI) CCLI#245668

*All Praise to Him

All praise to Him, the God of light

Who formed the mountains by His might

All praise to Him Who names the stars That sing His fame in skies afar
All praise to Him Who reigns in love, Who guides the galaxies above
Yet bends to hear our every prayer

With sovereign pow’r and tender care

All praise to Him Whose love is seen

In Christ the Son, the Servant King

Who left behind His glorious throne to pay the ransom for His own
All praise to Him Who humbly came

To bear our sorrow, sin, and shame

Who lived to die, Who died to rise, the all-sufficient sacrifice

All praise to Him Whose pow’r imparts

The love of God within our hearts

The Spirit of all truth and peace, the fount of joy and holiness

To Father, Son, and Spirit now, our souls we lift, our wills we bow

To You, the Triune God, we raise with loving hearts our song of praise
All praise to Him Who humbly came to bear our sorrow, sin, and shame
Who lived to die, Who died to rise, the all-sufficient sacrifice

Based on the hymn, “All Praise to Him Who Built the Hills” by Horatius Bonar (1808-1889). Music and additional words by Matt
Merker and Bob Kauflin. © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI) Sovereign Grace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Churches. From
Prayers of the Saints Live. All rights reserved. Administrated worldwide at www.CapitolCMGPublishing.com, excluding the UK which
is adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family. www.SovereignGraceMusic.org CCLI#245668

The Dedication of Our Tithes and Offerings
Tithes and offerings can be made by mailing checks to Grace EPC, Attn: Bob Woods, 3312 Calvin Drive, Lawrence KS 66049.
You can also give directly from your bank to the church, or by credit or debit card. Please go to Grace EPC website at
www.gepc.org, click on “Give,” and follow the prompts to set up an account and choose the amounts, funds and frequency you
prefer. If you have any gquestions concerning online giving, please contact bob@gepc.org or (785) 843-2005.



THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
The Prayer of lllumination

The Reading of Scripture: 1 John 3:19-24

¥ By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2° for
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. ?'Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before
God:; ??2and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments
and do what pleases him. 2> And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2* Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by
the Spirit whom he has given us.

All: The grass withers and the flower falls,
but the word of the Lord remains forever.

The Message from Scripture
The Lord’s Supper

*King of Kings

In the darkness, we were waiting, without hope, without light

'Til from Heaven You came running, there was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfill the law and prophets, to a virgin came the Word

From a throne of endless glory, to a cradle in the dirt

(chorus)

Praise the Father, praise the Son
Praise the Spirit, three in one

God of glory, Majesty

Praise forever to the King of Kings

To reveal the kingdom coming, and to reconcile the lost

To redeem the whole creation, You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering, You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation, Jesus for our sake You died

(repeat chorus)

And the morning that You rose, all of Heaven held its breath

'"Til that stone was moved for good, for the Lamb had conguered death
And the dead rose from their tombs, and the angels stood in awe

For the souls of all who'd come, to the Father are restored

And the church of Christ was built, then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old, shall not kneel, shall not faint

By His blood and in His name, in His freedom | am free

For the love of Jesus Christ, who has resurrected me

(repeat chorus)

Praise forever to the King of Kings

Words and Music by Jason Ingram, Brooke Ligertwood & Scott Ligertwood © 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing CCLI: 245668



*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
*The Benediction and Congregational Response

All: Christ has come. Christ is coming again. Hallelujah!

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Congregation will stand.

Use this QR code to let us know you’re here today.

Elders are available to pray and assist you at elders@gepc.org,
or contact Ryan Randolph (randolph@gepc.org) with any other needs you may have.



