
Session has modified the COVID policies of Grace EPC. The changes are described immediately 
below, after which, we refer you to our original statements made when we first enacted these 
policies, and then we will share specific data used by Session members to enact the current 
changes.  

The changes are as follows: 

Beginning March 28, masks may be removed when a person is seated or standing during our 
second worship service, or is seated during a church activity.  There is no change to the policy 
for our first worship service. 

All individuals are required to wear a mask upon entering the Grace EPC church house 
and must remain masked while inside, except when a person is seated or standing 
during our second worship service, or is seated during a church activity.  Everyone is 
strongly encouraged to socially distance in their gatherings, especially before and after 
church activities and worship services. 

 When we first adopted the COVID restrictions, we wrote this to you, and it still applies: 

“Our desire is to glorify God. In our understanding of our role as ordained leaders of 
Grace EPC, the elders believe that taking reasonable measures to care for everyone on 
our property—and providing a clear policy and rationale during these uncertain times— 
is one way to bring glory to God. 

We admonish everyone—ourselves first of all—to seek a Christ-like spirit of solidarity 
and cooperative effort within His body.  While this should always be a true marker of the 
church, as is often the case, crisis tends to reveal the true heart of things. 

We did not make this decision lightly.  We worked hard to arrive at the best possible 
understanding of the actual impact, progression, spread, and threat-level of this 
disease.  We listened attentively to all different “sides” of various arguments—about the 
disease itself, the effectiveness of various mitigation strategies, and the social and 
economic costs of those same strategies.  In the best exercise of our judgment, wisdom, 
understanding, and discernment, we settled on a path forward that in our view faithfully 
discharges our duty to guard and protect both the spiritual and physical health and 
flourishing of our church.  We did so in immensely trying circumstances and on 
incomplete information, given the staggering unknowns confronting all of society. 
 Because of this, we are constantly in a posture of reevaluating and adjusting our 
decision making.” 

We have continued to monitor the circumstances and—in the exercise of grace-filled 
discernment and wisdom as best as we are given those qualities, which we earnestly seek through 
prayer and hard work—we have determined that now is the time to begin a phased scale-back of 
our COVID restrictions.   

As with the prior more restrictive policy, we are firmly committed to the idea that these 
modifications make the overall policy a reasonable, data-based, risk-mitigation strategy that 



properly balances concern and care for our neighbor with the benefits and commands that are 
ours as a worshiping People of God.*  We desire to be properly cautious in the face of peril while 
refusing to give in to a spirit of irrational fear that we may all be susceptible to when we consider 
our mortality.  We believe, with humility and trepidation, as our governing church documents 
state it, that the Session will represent the mind of Christ in matters such as these.   

We understand not all will personally agree with these changes.  We trust that despite such 
disagreements, we can continue to live together in mutual submission for the glory of God.  For 
various reasons, we expect some will continue to always wear masks in the church house, which 
is perfectly acceptable and not a manifestation of irrational fear. 

*Some of the data considered by Session when reaching this decision includes the following: 

• Approximately 60% of people 65 and older have at least one dose of the vaccine and 
nearly 30% are fully vaccinated. 

• According to the CDC, in the United States, deaths decreased more than 16% from last 
week, test positivity is below 5%, and hospitalizations have decreased almost 18%. 

• The 14-day rolling average test positivity rate is down to approximately 2%, the lowest it 
has been since last June: 

 

• As of March 16, more than 110 million doses of the vaccine have been administered in 
the United States with over 15% of the population fully vaccinated, and at least 10% of 
the adult population in every state fully vaccinated. 



• More than 25,000 people have been vaccinated in Douglas County, with nearly 13,000 of 
those having completed their second dose: 

 

• Douglas County schools have moved the COVID alert level to "Green" which dictates a 
return to in-person schooling. 

• The 14-day rolling average of new cases in Douglas County is down to 10, the lowest it 
has been since last July: 

 

• Hospitalizations in Kansas are at their lowest since last July: 



 

• The statewide symptoms onset date is also at their lowest since last July: 

 

We trust this information may assist you in gaining confidence in the decision-making process of 
Session. 

We love you all, 
The Grace EPC Session


