
RADICAL GENEROSITY:  I WILL FOLLOW YOU 
Luke 9:51 – 10:2                           Small Group Questions 
 

Scripture: Luke 9:51 – 10:2 

A Samaritan Village Rejects Jesus 

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he 
sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make 
preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward 
Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”[a] 55 But he turned and rebuked 
them.[b] 56 And they went on to another village. 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first 
go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus[c] said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But 
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, 
but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[d] others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 
two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Luke 9:51 is a transition point in Luke’s account of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus now sets his face and 
travels towards Jerusalem, where he knows that rejection and the cross await.  Yet he is 
resolute in going to Jerusalem not only to obediently accomplish the mission set forth by God 
the Father (see John 4:24; John 6:38; Phil. 2:5-8), but also in order to show the Father’s great 
love for the lost (Romans 5:8).  In this study, we want to deepen our knowledge and love for 
Christ and His mission, so that, just like Him, we can deepen our love for the lost as our mission.  
But is being his disciple an easy task?  We’ll learn from three would-be disciples on the road to 
Jerusalem.  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-10%3A12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25347a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-10%3A12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25348b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-10%3A12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25353c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A51-10%3A12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25356d


 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. Think about a time when you had to give up something you knew you should but did not 

want to.  What did you give up?  Looking back now, are you glad that you did?     
 
ENGAGING WITH THE WORD 
Read Luke 9:51 – 10:2. Take a moment to jot down key words/verses that stick out to you 
and/or questions that arise as you read the text. 
  
2. In 9:57, we meet the first of the three would-be disciples.  This individual says, “Lord, I will 

follow you wherever you go.”   
a. What is your reaction to this individual’s confident and no-strings-attached 

proclamation of an “I will” commitment to Jesus? 
 

b. On Sunday, we learned that following Jesus isn’t hard because of making grand 
promises, but it’s difficult because of doing the regular “little things.”  When it 
comes to making decisions about the little things, do you find it easier or harder to 
be intentional with regard to your decision making?  What factors most shape your 
ability to make such decisions?   

 
3. In 9:59, we meet the second would-be disciple, who says, “Lord let me first go and bury my 

father.”  What’s your reaction to this individual’s request and Jesus’ response?   
a. Do you find yourself bargaining terms and conditions with Jesus?  In what areas of 

your life do you tend to do this, and why do you think it’s those areas?   
 

b. Sometimes, what hinders us from following Jesus is not always something sinful; 
sometimes, it is something good in itself that may get in the way of what God really 
wants us to do.  How can we discern when we’re mis-prioritizing Jesus? 

 
 
 

4. In 9:61, we meet the third would-be disciple, who says, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me 
first say farewell to those at my home.”  What’s your reaction to this individual’s request 
and Jesus’ response? 

a. We again see the words “let me first” used here.  How is this individual’s ask 
different from the second would-be disciple’s?  It is more or less palatable?  

  
b. Has waiting (or procrastinating) ever stalled out your obedience to Jesus or 

opportunities to follow him?  
 

 
5. Does it seem that Jesus wants too much—that Jesus’ ask of “follow me” comes with too 

much urgency, priority, and exclusivity?  If so, what is your definition of the “successful life” 



that you’d be giving up to answer his call?  Ultimately and practically, who gains what when 
we do follow as he invites us to do? 

 
 
ENGAGING WITH YOUR WORLD 
6. When it comes to the Great Commission, the words “go” (the action) and “all nations” (the 

location) are often the emphasis.  However, a closer look shows that there are other specific 
activities instructed, including “make disciples.”  If we are to follow Christ in doing as he did 
in seeking out the lost, what are some ways that you can make disciples in your own 
spheres of influence?   

 
 


