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THEREFORE...“ ”OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD



“I invoke you, holy angels and holy names, tie up, block, 

strike, overthrow, harm, destroy, kill, and shatter Eucherios, 

the charioteer, and all of his horses, tomorrow in the arena 

of Rome.  Let the starting gates not open properly.  Let him 

not compete quickly.  Let him not pass.  Let him not make 

the turn properly.  Let him not receive the honors.  Let him 

not squeeze over and overpower.  Let him not come from 

J o h n  O r t b e r g ,  W h o  i s  T h i s  M a n ?



behind and pass, but instead, let him collapse.  Let him be 

bound.  Let him be broken up.  And let him drag behind … 

both in the early races and in the later ones.  Now, now!  

Quickly, quickly!  Let his breath be bad, and let his teeth rot.

J o h n  O r t b e r g ,  W h o  i s  T h i s  M a n ?



14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  

Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 

Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it 

is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

R o m a n s  1 2 : 1 4 - 2 1



everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave 

room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I 

will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy 

is hungry, feed him;     if he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 

head.”  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good.

R o m a n s  1 2 : 1 4 - 2 1



WHAT IS INVOLVED 
IN ME OVERCOMING 
EVIL WITH GOOD?



14 Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse.

My speech 



15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn. 

My emotions



16a Live in harmony with
one another.

My actions



16b Do not be proud, but be willing
to associate with people of low 

position.  Do not be conceited.

My attitude  

My attitude



WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN I OVERCOME 
EVIL WITH GOOD?



21 Do not be overcome by evil,
   but overcome evil with good.

“”



I reveal
God’s justice 



I reveal
God’s mercy 



I am free from
the burden
to seek vengeance

on my enemy



I am free to
burn with goodness
towards my enemy



“”

21 On the contrary: “If your enemy 

   is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

   give him something to drink.  In 

   doing this, you will heap burning 

   coals on his head.”


