


Discipleship & Worship 

The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. In 2022, we began expanding 
discipleship opportunities at 1st UMC in bold ways.  This includes the 
creation of new programming and events where God meets people 
where they are, and we do our best to do so, too. 

 

• The launch in August of “Wednesdays at 1st,” fostered new ways to bring the people of 1st UMC 
together to learn and grow in their faith by adding new small group opportunities for all ages. 
In addition, nearly all choirs began meeting on the same night.  The numbers of people 
participating in the 1st UMC Music Ministry increased by 25 percent. 

  
• Two new adult Sunday School Classes began meeting in an effort to create a space for people 

not already plugged into a class. A new youth Sunday School class was started too.  
 
• Our first ever Sunday School Fair helped members and newcomers meet people from all the 

classes offered at 1st UMC and help them decide which ones best fit their needs. 
  
• From the generosity of the church, the music department was able 

to purchase new robes for the Chancel Choir, Evensong Handbells 
and Acolytes.     

• 1st Kids Ministries launched regular parents night out events called 
“Nuggets and Nonsense.” And in 2023 there are plans for hosting a 
pre-teen spiritual retreat.  

Use the enclosed card or go online to 1stchurch.org/stewardship to make a pledge for 2023.  



Mission and Outreach 

Church happens well beyond the walls of the church.  Outreach and mission are 
most successful when your generosity brings someone new hope and when 
opening your heart inspires joy in others. Our call to Go.Do. is at the core of what 
we do here at 1st UMC and as a result you have been making a real difference in 
the community and the world.  
 
• Your generosity through our Go.Do. collections have resulted in thousands of 

dollars in goods given each month.  Collections have benefitted organizations 
like the Elk Garden School Community Ministry in Virginia, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and New Hope Children’s Advocacy Center.  

• Throughout the year, the people of 1st UMC provided hundreds of service hours 
through ministries of, and supported by, the church including Welcome Table 
which continues to serve 100 to 125 meals each Thursday night.  

• On two Saturdays in September, dozens of people came out to help pack 10,100 
meals for Rise Against Hunger and assemble 255 hygiene kits for UMCOR.  

                                                                        Facility Support  

Managing and maintaining our facilities allows 1st UMC to provide 
spaces for worship, learning and growing in our faith. With 10 
acres of property, 75,000 square feet of ministry space and 21 
restrooms there is a lot to take care of and we continue to expand 
and enhance our facilities in different ways. 

 
• We recently made changes to the technology and aesthetics in Asbury Hall.  The overhaul makes 

a huge difference in how we plan and implement worship in that space. 
 
• In 2022 we replaced all of the roofing on the Asbury Hall side of the church.  

• In the Spring, 1st Church hosted the kickoff of the Maryville College Concert Choir’s seasonal tour.  
The concert was the first by the group given off-campus in two years.   

• 13 Vendors representing non-profit groups, ministries and fair trade organizations used space in 
Wesley Hall and Room 202 to raise money and awareness during the Alternative Gift Fair.  

Ministry Support  

A large support system is in place to provide the congregation, pastors, 
program staff and lay leaders with tools they need to implement and 
carry out the ministry of 1st UMC.  

• The church operates two websites, 1stchurch.org and 
CRMaryvilleTN.com.  These online channels provide thousands of                                                            
people with access to information about the church and its ministries. 

• 1st UMC and its ministries make strategic use of six social media channels and various online 
groups to reach tens of thousands of people throughout the year.  This helps increase interest in 
the church and provides engagement for people when they can’t be here in-person.  

• We continue publishing The Church Bell at least once a month.  Thanks to an enthusiastic new 
group of volunteers we have been able to get this and other publications ready for mailing each 
month, carrying on a long standing tradition of getting you information via the newsletter.  
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For one week in June over two consecutive summers, I led mission 
teams from First United Methodist Church in Marion, Virginia, to 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, where we helped volunteers from the 
Iglesia Metodista Peniel build a new parsonage. Located along the 
Pacific ring of fire, the church and its community are in the shadow 
of an active volcano. So, the parsonage had to be sturdy, built of 
blocks, mortar, steel rebar, and poured cement. 
 
The work was tedious. In fact, the first summer we funded and built 
only the ground floor. The next summer we returned to complete the 
upper floor. The congregation eventually finished the roof and interior. 
 
I follow the congregation now on social media, and I occasionally get to see a picture of that 
parsonage. Remembering when it was merely four trenches for footers, I smile now when I see 
the completed home in which a fellow pastor lives. Not pridefully, but gratefully, I think to 
myself, “I had a part in that!” 
 
As you read about the ministries described inside - ministries that change lives and change the 
world - I hope you’ll feel grateful to have a part in them. And as you imagine the opportunities 
before us in 2023 and beyond, I hope you’ll want to have a part in them through your generosity. 
For all the ways you make ministry possible, I thank you.  
 
This year, as you consider your generosity, we in turn will be giving a 
donation in your honor to one of our community partners.  (See the pledge 
card inside for more information).    
 Rev. Jonathan Jonas 

Senior Pastor 

Drone photo on the cover 
by Cliff McCartney  


