


Several times each year, 1st UMC hosts homeless families 
that are part of the Family Promise program.        

In March of this year, the church hosting program was 
halted as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic. However, 
that didn’t stop the work of Family Promise.   

With support from the people of 1st UMC and other churches throughout the area, 
Family Promise has continued to provide a safe place for families to live.  In 
addition, through the support of 1st UMC Family Promise was able to host a 
summer camp for kids in its program at a time when camps throughout the area 
were closed. 1st UMC was able to provide snacks, bug spray and sunscreen to 
the kids. 

Family Promise still has needs that you can help them fulfill through giving.  This 
includes providing meals during what would normally be a church host week.  So 
far this year, Family Promise has received $10,000 in special giving from 1st 
UMC. That’s in addition to money budgeted for the organization.  

Your giving has also made a difference in places like Good Neighbors. This 
organization has been challenged with greatly increased demand for its services 
over the past year.  Giving has also helped the Community Food Connection 
provide food to people all over Blount County.  And ,even before the COVID-19 pandemic began, you 
responded in a big way with special giving for Tornado Relief in Middle Tennessee.  Annual giving also 
provides support for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), an organization that is often one of 
the first relief agencies on the scene of a disaster.  

 

Back in March when indoor activities ceased at 1st UMC, the Celebrate 
Recovery Ministry hit a big roadblock as participants are told repeatedly 
how important it is to stay connected in order to keep from straying off the 
road to recovery. 

This of course presented a challenge for CR Minister Matt Hall and the 
many volunteers working with this ministry.  Worship services moved 
online, and it became more important than ever to keep lines of 
communications open and check on each other.  

“I feel like recovery is so much of a routine for people,” said Matt in an 
interview with The Call.  “Once the routine of meeting on Wednesday 
night got thrown out, it’s not going to be corrected.” 

Celebrate Recovery started meeting in-person again in September.  
However, given the nature of the ministry, Matt said some people who 
were there in March may never come back.  

This ministry was able to keep going because of your giving throughout 
the year and in 2021 needs your continued prayers and financial support 
as connections are rebuilt and lives are restored through the power of 
God’s healing.  

Four ways to send your estimate of giving 
 

• Send the attached card  to: 804 Montvale Station Road, Maryville, TN 37803 

• Go online and fill out the form at: http://1stchurch.org/stewardship 

• Bring to in-person worship on November 22nd at 10:30 am 

• Drop off your card at the Porte Cochere on Wednesday, November 18th from Noon to 1:00 pm  
                                                                           Wednesday, November 18th from 5:00 to 6:00 pm  
                                                                           Sunday, November 22nd from 2:00 to 3:00 pm  



 
In mid-March one of our largest ministries had to switch 
gears to fill a need that would only grow in the months that 
followed.  In “normal” times, as many as 300 people would 
gather in Asbury Hall for a Welcome Table Meal with dozens 
of dedicated volunteers serving them at the table and from 
the kitchen.  
 
When the church had to halt indoor activities, Chef Amelia 
worked to transform Welcome Table into a “to-go” meal 
ministry.  The numbers of volunteers in the kitchen had to be 
kept to a minimum and instead of just a few meals, all of 
them had to be put in a box. .   
 
It is through your giving that Welcome Table was able to 
continue providing food for hundreds of people each week. 
And despite the changes in many other food ministries 
throughout the community, Welcome Table was able to 
remain steady in its mission of “Sharing Meals and Sharing 
Community.”    

 
During this time of  COVID-19, communications has 
become an even more important tool for ministry.  For 
years now. we have provided live streaming of worship 
services, social media communications, emails, websites 
and printed communications to provide the information you 
need from the church.   
 
In recent months, it has become necessary to ramp up our 
efforts, shooting and editing more video, and sending out 
more communications via email and “snail” mail.  
 
Your giving in the past helped put the necessary tools in 
place for effective communications. Thanks to you, we can 
continue keeping the lines of communications going, and 
in the process reach even more people in the future.  



A note from  
Rev. Jonathan Jonas about  

 
 
 

 
We always give thanks to God for all of you and 
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith  
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope  
in our Lord Jesus Christ.                                  
                                                 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

 
The phrases in this passage - work of faith, labor of 
love, steadfastness of hope - certainly describe what I 
have observed and experienced in this congregation 
over my first few months here. So, in this season of 
Thanksgiving, I am grateful for you and to you. 
 
Because of your generosity, our congregation has 
continued to: 
• support local missions, help agencies & ministries 
• compensate our employees without interruption  
• faithfully maintain the building and grounds.  
 
 

In fact, our costs have not diminished significantly 
during the COVID-19 crisis, and that makes me all the 
more grateful for your faithfulness in generosity.  
 
Thank you so much! 
 
As we imagine and anticipate what God might do 
through the ministries of 1st United Methodist Church in 
2021, it is difficult to predict the ongoing effect of the 
pandemic. Nonetheless, the ministries of the church will 
go on! Our staff and leaders will continue to pray and 
dream about new ways to proclaim the love and grace 
of Jesus Christ!  
 
I ask you to consider prayerfully how you might continue 
to uphold the congregation’s ministries by your giving in 
the year ahead. Your estimate of giving is quite helpful 
to our Finance Committee and Church Council as they 
strive to budget faithfully and reasonably for 2021. 
 
Will you please complete the card attached on the 
inside of this special edition of The Church Bell?  
 
Again, I thank you for your generosity, both in the year 
past and in the year to come! Your gifts make a world of 
difference, and I am genuinely grateful. 
 
Peace to you, 
 




