


Go. Do. With these two simple words, we 
emphasize the importance of living out our 
faith in service to others through the month of 
September, and in this edition of the Church 
Bell, you’ll learn of specific ways in which you 
can serve Jesus by blessing others. 

Go. Do. These two simple words recall Jesus’ 
conversation with a lawyer in Luke 10:25-37, a 
conversation that begins with the lawyer’s 
effort to test (or trap) Jesus. When they agree 
on the greatest commandment early in the 
passage, Jesus says, “do this, and you will live.” 
When Jesus has illustrated the commandment 
with the parable of the good Samaritan, Jesus 
says, “Go and do likewise.” 

Go. Do. These words demand action. The one 
who would follow Jesus cannot remain static or 
stationary, must not remain idle. Ours is a faith 
revealed in action, not described in doctrine, 
and certainly not proven by argument. 

Go. Do. While the Pharisees and teachers of the 
law sat and taught or stood to be recognized, 
Jesus went where they would not go and did 
what they could not do. While they strived to 
articulate the most precise expressions of God’s 
will on near endless rolls of papyrus and 
sheepskin, Jesus went into the places where his 
sandals got dirty, proclaiming the good news of 
God with actions that spoke more loudly than 
sermons. 

Go. Do. At the close of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus 
would offer the great commission with those 

two powerful verbs: go make disciples of all. 
We United Methodists have adopted that as 
our mission and purpose. We exist to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 

Go. Do. The church must confess that we have 
muted the volume with which we ought to be 
shouting these words as our rallying cry. We 
confess that (gulp!) like the Pharisees, we have 
preferred to argue over orthodoxy—literally “the 
right belief”—rather than demonstrating our 
faith by going and doing among those whom 
Jesus misses the most. Will we learn in time 
that it hardly matters who has the best or most 
precise set of beliefs if no one goes and does? 

Go.Do. Jim & Casper Go to Church is the true 
story of a Christian and atheist who visit several 
churches together and share their impressions 
and experiences. After one service, Casper, the 
atheist asks, “Where is the call to action? The 
challenge to make this world a better place?” 
Jim responds, “Rather than Christians giving 
priority to what we do, we’ve been taught a 
view that tells us what’s really important to be 
known for is what we believe.” Casper 
challenges Jim, “But does believing fix or 
change anything?” 

Go.Do. May we live according to the words of 
the apostle James, “I by my works will show you 
my faith.” 
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Gearing up to Go. Do.  
Each September we expand opportunities to serve others.  Some of these 
opportunities are as simple as bringing items in for a special collection, while 
others call for spending an hour or two doing light work. Below is a brief 
outline of our special Go. Do. activities for September.   

 
 

Each week in September we want to help people using the Blessing Box (in the parking lot of the 
church) have basic items they can use to create a meal.  You can bring them anytime during that 
week.  Just put them in the box.  If there isn’t room, just bring them in to the church office.  
 
Week of September 4th:  Spaghetti, Canned Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Green Beans 
Week of September 11th:  Canned Chili, Cornbread Mix, Canned Fruit 
Week of September 18th: Canned Tuna, Canned Peas, Boxed Mac-n-Cheese 
Week of September 25th: Canned Chicken, Canned Mixed Vegetables, Egg Noodles,  
                                                    Cream of Chicken Soup  

 
 

One of our biggest Go. Do. Events is back this year.  Rise Against Hunger provides a way for us to 
pack 10,000 meals in just a couple of hours.  Dozens of people are needed to help make this event a 
success.  It’s easy (and fun) work to do and a great way to start out a Saturday morning.  The 
organizers of this event would like people to register for it.  There’s a link to do that on our website at: 
1stchurch.org/Go-Do.  The event will be in Asbury Hall (lower level) 

 
 

In August we collected items for Hygiene Kits that will co to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief). On this Saturday we will come together in Wesley Hall (upper level) to assemble the items 
for shipping. This is a relatively simple task and should take less than two hours to complete.  No sign 
up is necessary, just come ready to help.  

 
 

While we are not planning to have a donation truck on site this year, we do encourage you to help 
out Knox Area Rescue Ministries by going to one of their centers and donating items as part of the 
Corners of Your Field partnership.  When you drop off items, please be sure and tell the folks at 
KARM that you are donating on behalf of 1st United Methodist Church - Maryville.  Through this 
partnership, KARM Stores return a portion of the value of the donated items in the form of gift cards 
to the church so that we can directly help those in our care.  Learn more about KARM, what items you 
can donate and where to find donation drop offs at karm.org .  

 
 

The September events are just a few ways you can serve others through the ministries of 1st Church. 
Help is needed at Welcome Table, Wednesdays at 1st, our Hospitality Ministry and several other areas.  
Need help finding a place to serve?  Then contact Rev. Nathan Irwin (Minister of Discipleship) at 
nirwin@1stchurch.org or call him at 865-982-1273 ext. 202.  

BLESS THE BLESSING BOX  

RISE AGAINST HUNGER    Saturday, September 17th @10:00 am 

ASSEMBLING/PACKING HYGIENE KITS  Saturday, September 24th @10:00 am 

KARM DONATIONS  (On your own time) 

OTHER WAYS TO GO.DO.  

http://1stchurch.org/Go-Do
http://karm.org
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org


Discipleship opportunities - Wednesdays at 1st 
by Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Let me begin by saying “Thank You!” for all the congratulations and the support as I move into 
my new role as Minister of Discipleship here at 1st Church! My main priority in August was 
getting our new Wednesdays @ 1st up and running smoothly. We have had great success so 
far thanks to the many volunteers who are living up to their UMC vows to give of their prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
 
Do you know about the discipleship opportunities available on Wednesday nights? We have 
activities for all ages including both 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm studies for adults. In September the 
5:00 pm class (led by Rev. Irwin) will follow our September sermon series and dive a bit 
deeper into the “I am” sayings of Jesus.  
 
The 6:30 pm class (led by Rev. Jonas) is called Discipleship: Becoming, Being, and Making. It looks at what it 
means to follow Jesus and how to live out our calling to make disciples. Join us to try one or both (even if you 
haven’t been attending yet.  These are “stand alone” studies.)   

 
You are invited to stay for a delicious dinner in between the classes. 
My family is really enjoying this meal time because we get to eat with 
and meet so many different people we don’t necessarily see on 
Sunday mornings. 
 

For more info about all of the things that are happening on  
Wednesday nights, please visit;  
1stchurch.org/wednesdays 

Who’s coming to worship? 
Each year, we present worship attendance numbers to the Holston Annual Conference.  According to 
a recent report in The Call, 1st Church ranked 6th in worship attendance out all 842 churches in 
Holston.  We had an average attendance in 2021 of 405.  Cokesbury & Concord in Knoxville came in at 
1 & 2 followed by Christ in Chattanooga, First Sevierville and Fairview.   
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Special guest comes to Small Group Study 
After meeting and discussing the book Beating Guns: Hope for 
People Who are Weary of Violence, a study group here at 1st Church 
got to meet one of the authors.  Shane Claiborne stopped by the 
church on August 11th to join the discussion, share a meal and 
autograph a few books.  Shane is originally from Maryville and is a 
founder of The Simple Way Community in Philadelphia, PA.  In a 
Facebook post about Shane coming to the study, Rev. Sarah Slack 
said of the group, “We are educated, challenged, and ready to make 
a difference in our community. “  

Finding your Compass 
There are plans in the works for a new 
Sunday School Class designed for adults 
with careers & kids.  Julie George is leading 
the effort to start the Compass Class which 
hopes to begin meeting the Sunday after 
Labor Day.  Details are still being worked out 
so stay tuned! 

http://1stchurch.org/wednesdays


 Schedule for September  2022 

It is said “Good things come to those who wait”.   Family Promise volunteers 
have been waiting 2.5 years to host guests in person once again.  Wait no 
more!  At the last coordinator’s meeting it was announced meals are to be 
served at the Day Center at 6:00 pm Monday - Friday for guests in the 
Emergency Shelter Phase of the program.  Church volunteers have the 
option to stay and eat with the guests if they wish.  Details will follow closer 
to the next 1stUMC host week which is  October 10th - 14th.  Just know that 

when the guests interact with community members, they have greater success in their battle to 
end their homelessness.   
 
Other ways to help homeless families in our community are: 
1.)  Put October 7th on your calendar for Night Without a Bed.  Again, details will follow later. 
      Know this event gives participants an insight into the reality of what homeless people  
      experience while raising funds in the effort to help end homelessness. 
2.)  Purchase gift cards for everyday purchases at non cost to you.  For each gift card bought, Family  
      Promise will receive a donation.  Just visit raiseright.com/enroll and use enrollment code  
      55L82C7996L24 to make sure Family Promise gets the donations from your gift card purchases.   
3.)  Pray for the homeless in our community that they may have strength and receive the hand up 
       they need.  Currently there are 53 families on the waiting list hoping to enter the program. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
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September 7th 
Sponsor  
*Holy Communion will be offered during this service.  
 
September 14th 
Special Guest: Karen Pershing (Metro Drug Coalition)   
 
September 21st 
Moral 
 
September 28th 
Special Guest: Stan Grubb  

Worship at 1st Church doesn’t just happen on Sundays.  Each Wednesday beginning at 6:30 pm, we 
offer a service as part of our Celebrate Recovery Ministry.  This worship service (that’s also part of 
Wednesdays at 1st) is designed for everyone dealing with hurts, habits and hang-ups.  It’s an 
informal service with great music, inspiring messages and moments to reflect on the recovery 
journey.  Come early at 5:30 for dinner and stay afterward for Share Groups at 7:40 pm.    

Learn more at CRMaryvilleTN.com . 

http://raiseright.com/enroll
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com


A Bible of their own 
Each year we like to help make sure 
our 3rd graders have their own 
Bible.   This year we will present the 
children with Bibles on Sunday, 
September 25th.   
 

If you have a child this age, please make sure Kristi 
knows by emailing her at kalton@1stchurch.org or 
calling 865-982-1273, ext. 113.   
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All youth in grades 6 through 12 are 
invited to be a part of Youth Ministries 

here at 1st Church.  There are 
opportunities on Sunday mornings, 
Sunday evenings and Wednesday 

evenings as well as several other dates 
throughout the year.   

Help sweeten up the Fall Festival at 1st  
One of the biggest draws to our annual Fall Festival at 
1st is the Trunk-or-Treat, which has taken on a few 
different forms over the years.  We hope this year will 
be bigger and better than ever, so it’s time to start 
preparing for the event which happens on Sunday, 
October 30th.  
 
There are two ways right now where you can help.  The 
first is to let Kristi know you are willing to man one of the 
“trunks” this year.  The second is to bring in bags of candy 
for each trunk-or-treat station to hand out. Contact Kristi 
at kalton@1stchurch.org for more information or find 
her to drop off  bags of candy.  

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

NEWS   

On August 17th during the 10:30 am 
Traditional Worship service we 
celebrated the Rachel West’s 

confirmation and profession of faith.   

NEWS   

Sunday School classes meet each week at 9:15 am. The 
classes are now divided with 6th through 8th Graders in 

one class and 9th through 12th graders in the other.  
Youth Sunday school classes meet in rooms 153 A & B. 

 
Parents are stepping in to help lead Youth Fellowship 

on Sunday evenings.  Youth gather in Wesley Hall at 
6:45 am then break out into smaller groups. 

   
On Wednesday evenings, Youth Choirs meet at 6:00 pm 
with a Youth Study happening at 6:30 pm then all youth 

come together at 7:00 pm for some fun time together.    

mailto:kalton@1stchurch.org
mailto:kalton@1stchurch.org


Staff Contacts You can find staff and ministry contacts under the “Inside at 1st” tab  
on the church website: 

1stchurch.org 
 

The church phone number is 865-982-1273 

In honor of:    
Dean Moss & Zola Donaldson for their  
upcoming marriage from the Christian 
Forum Sunday School Class 
 
Amelia, Sarah & Missy from a friend 
 
In memory of: Given by: 
Web Slawson Gerald & Betty Smith 
Hope Lewis  A friend 

In honor of:  
Wayne & Vicki Everbach for their 50th 
Anniversary from Laura Burchfield.  
 
In memory of: Given by: 
Web Slawson Doug & Emily Smith 
Web Slawson Barbara Matzek 
Web Slawson Jim & Elizabeth Ratledge 
Web Slawson Judy Keller 
Web Slawson Doris Palmer 
Margaret Taylor Linda McMunn 
Margaret Taylor Betsy Halliday 

Memorial Fund  

Christian sympathy extended to: 
The family of Hope Lewis who passed away on 

Tuesday, July 26th. For many years Hope helped get 
The Church Bell ready for mailing along with many 

other of our treasured  “Bell Ladies.”  
 

Rhonda and Gordo Watson in the death of Rhonda’s 
sister on August 19th.  

  
Amanda Madson (her husband Andy and children 

Maggie and Will) in the death of her mother, Sandra 
Bell on July 28th.  

 
Former 1st UMC Associate Pastor Rev. Freddrick 
Long in the death of his wife, Rev. Judith Anna. 

 
Beth McMahon and her husband Terry in the death 

of Beth’s father, Warren Harris  on August 22nd.  
 

Grant Burchfield and wife Laura in the death of 
Grant’s father, Gary  on August 4th.  

 
Patsy Lunde and husband Brad in the death of 

Patsy’s mother, Margaret (Peggy) Taylor  
on August 1st.  
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Hope Lewis 
Joined First Church: October 2, 1960 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 26, 2022 

Welcome Table  

Rev. Judith Anna 
Retired Minister 

Entered the Church Triumphant: August 2022 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:  
Matt Hall  
from the Sojourner Sunday School Class 

We would like to thank the following for coming in and shampooing the carpet in the Sanctuary: 
Larry Ladd, Jonathan Rodgers, Dallas Monroe, Joe Leatherwood, John Elder, Jim Meyers, Randy Rogers 

http://1stchurch.org/inside-1st
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In Exodus 3:14, when God called Moses to deliver the 
people of Israel, “God said to Moses, ‘I Am Who I Am.’ 
He said further, ‘thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I 
Am has sent me to you.” From the very beginning, the 
Israelites know that God’s identity is wrapped up in 
God’s essence. 
 
In the gospels, the crowds, critics, and even Jesus’ 
disciples are curious to know exactly who he is. Like his 
Father before him, Jesus reveals his identity and his 
essence in a series of “I am” statements through the 
gospel of John. 

 
Starting on Sunday, September 11th, we’ll explore 
Jesus’ “I am” statements not only to know who he was 
among the people of first century Israel, but also to 
know who Jesus is in the church of the twenty-first 
century.  
 
Learn more at 1stchurch.org/worship . 

http://1stchurch.org/worship

