
Who’d’ve thought this would happen?  
A note from Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 

One of the most honest, raw, believable reactions in all of scripture is 
Nathanael’s in John 1:46, when Philip tells him that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Messiah: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” It’s a first century version 
of our “Who’d’ve thought?” 

 

I’m so grateful that this Sunday, September 6, will be the first Sunday in months that we ’re able to gather as the 
Body of Christ for worship services. Even so, it will be the twenty-sixth consecutive week that we’ve been 
unable to gather inside a sanctuary or other familiar place of worship. I had thirteen consecutive Sunday school 
perfect attendance pins in my childhood and teen years. I’ve led worship services as a pastor for twenty-four 
years now. I didn’t imagine I would be out of a sanctuary for half a year until I was physically unable to be 
present. Who’d’ve thought? 

 

With tens of thousands of square feet in our church building and at least three major indoor gathering spaces 
suitable for worship, can you believe that we’re going to be worshiping like our predecessors on this frontier a 
couple of centuries ago—outside, subject to the whims of sunlight, wind, and rain? Who’d’ve thought? 

 

COVID-19 has caused many moments of head scratching and shoulder shrugging. I’ve so often said, “It feels 
like we’re all trying to find our way through the dark together.” Almost every day and in almost every part of my 
life, I’ve had many occasions to ask myself, “Who’d’ve thought?” 

 

But what if this season of constant adjustment is also a season of nearly constant opportunity for followers of 
Jesus Christ? What if a conversation about our congregation’s adjustments leads to a conversation about our 
faith? What if a conversation about the nature and meaning of the pandemic leads to a conversation about our 
understanding of God through Jesus Christ? What if people in our lives who’ve never been interested in our 
faith are suddenly receptive and inquisitive because of the pandemic? 

 

I encourage all of us to be vigilant. Just as Nathanael never expected much from Nazareth, there may be 
relationships in which we don’t expect to find much opportunity for sharing our faith. As we identify and 
embrace those opportunities, we may just give ourselves reason to look back soon with a smile to ask, 
“Who’d’ve thought?” 
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Stay in touch with 1st 

During this time apart we’ve relied more than ever on digital sources to keep up with what’s happening at the 
church.  Our ONLINE worship services premiere each Sunday at 10:00 am on our Facebook Page 
(facebook.com/maryvillefumc) and on our YouTube page (youtube.com/1stchurchorg).   You can also watch the 
services in the “Worship at 1st” section of 1stchurch.org.  Of course if you miss the premiere you can watch 
anytime in all of these places.  

Our pastors and ministry department leaders regularly send out emails bringing you news about what ’s 
happening.  It’s easy to sign up to get the emails and you can select which emails to receive.  Just visit 
1stchurch.org and look for “Sign Up for Emails” under the “1st Stop” tab. 

Updates on church happenings are also posted on Facebook, Instagram and twitter.  This makes them easy to 
share with your friends and family and help us “be the church” even in a time when activities are restricted.  If you 
have any questions about ways to stay in touch just send an email to communications@1stchurch.org.  

Celebrate Recovery is another important part of what we do at 1st UMC.   This ministry has its own website and 
social media channels: CRMaryvilleTN.com, facebook.com/CRMaryvilleTN, twitter.com/CRMaryvilleTN . If you 
have questions for CR leaders you can do that through the contact page in the “About” section of the website.   

What will you find at 1stchurch.org 
The church website helps us reach out to people looking for a 
church home or a church that may be able to help them in a 
time of need. 1stchurch.org is THE place for them to find the 
information they are looking for or people who can help them 
learn more.  The same is true for church members.  
1stchurch.org helps you find information too!   
 
Here are a few ways to use the church website: 
• Find out “What’s happening at 1st” 
• Watch (and share) past worship services 
• Take a look at the staff directory and contact them via our online contact form 
• Find out how to “Be the Church” through our Go.Do. Activities in September and throughout the year 
• Find the leaders and contacts for various 1st UMC ministries and ones the church supports 
• Check out Small Group Study opportunities and sign up for them 

The Church Bell                  Page 2 



Coming Together Again 
After months of waiting, we are finally coming together again.  Starting on 
Sunday, September 6th we will be offering two outdoor worship services 
each week.  The first one is at 8:00 am and will closely resemble the 
ONLINE worship service that will continue to premiere at 10:00 am on 
Facebook and YouTube.  
 
The second service on Sundays at 7:00 pm will have a special theme and 
focus each week. 
September 6th - Evening Prayer Service 
September 13th - Remember Your Baptism 
September 20th - Presentation of 3rd Grade Bibles 
September 27th - Confirmation Service 
October 4th - World Communion Sunday Observance 
 
If you are coming to the "in-person" services you need to remember these things: 

• Worship will be in the northeast parking area (just beyond the Porte Cochere) 

• Face coverings are required 

• Please bring your own chair 

• Please practice physical distancing of six feet 
• Please bring a card with your name, number of people in your family attending, phone number & email to help 

us with attendance.  
 
 
*Both outdoor worship services are weather permitting.  

Small Group Gatherings 
On August 23rd, we opened up opportunities for the church’s small groups to begin meeting “in-person” in an 
outdoor setting. Our guidelines are in compliance with the plan set forth by the Holston Conference. Currently we are 
offering two places to meet.  They are available on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 10:00 to 11:00 am. As well 
as Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 630 to 7:30 pm.    
 
All spaces are available on a first reserved bases.  A church staff member will be on site to welcome your group and 
help if needed.   
 
To reserve a spot for your group visit 1stchurch.org/scheduling or contact Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

Detour 
Over the summer you might have taken a road trip or two and along the way you had 
to make a detour.  Maybe it was because of road construction, a canceled flight or 
you didn’t want to get stuck in traffic.   At the beginning of 2020, many of us had 
plans laid out for the year, but COVID-19 had many of us taking a detour.  
 
Throughout the Bible we learn that our faith ancestors very often had a particular 
idea, a plan, or a purpose.  However, God still asked them to change directions. 
 
Starting September 13th, we will focus each Sunday on those stories and how God 
can be a comfort to us in this strange era of detours we are now living.  

The Church Bell                  Page 3 



Each September we turn our focus to Go.Do. Into a month filled with opportunities to help others and to serve 
as the hands and feet of Christ throughout the community.  This year, with COVID-19 concerns the Go.Do. 
month will look different but will still offer you, your family and friends ways to help make a difference in the 
lives of others. 
 
Beginning on September 8th we will be taking three days each week to put the focus on Go.Do. 
 
Tuesdays will be day where we will ask you to bring items to the church to support various ministries and 
organizations.   
 
Wednesdays will be days to Be Kind.  
 
Saturdays will be a time for Prayer Walks.  
 
You can always check out the activities on the church website at: 1stchurch.org/GoDo2020.  We will also 
remind you about the activities via our social media channels and through an occasional email.  
 
As you take part in these activities, take a picture and send them to communications@1stchurch.org so we can 
show others how we are working to Go.Do. 

Tuesday Go.Do. Collections 
 
Each month this year, we’ve been collecting items for a variety of ministries and organizations and this month 
we’ll be asking you to contribute to TWO different collection drives.  Please bring your items to the collection bin 
at the Porte Cochere (covered drop off area) on Tuesdays between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.  
 
September 8th & 15th 
Bottled Water and Little Debbie Snacks for Welcome Table 
 
Welcome Table happens each Thursday night from 4:30 to 5:30.  We have dozens of faithful volunteers 
preparing free meals to anyone who comes through the “to go” line behind the church.  The bottled water and 
packaged snack cakes will provide an added item to these meals. 
 
September 22nd & 29th 
Baby Toiletries for Susannah’s House (ex. Baby shampoo, lotion, body wash, wipes & diaper cream) 
 
Susannah’s House in Knoxville is a faith-based, not for profit, facility with programs to provide ongoing 
treatment and support to moms in recovery and their children. 
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Prayer Walks 
While safety protocols have us keeping our distance from others, we can still 
pray and go for a walk.  This month we want you to combine the two in an effort 
to Go.Do. and help others. 
 
Saturday, September 12: Prayer Walk for The Community Food Connection 
Take a walk and pray for the Food Connection, for the clients and volunteers. 
Give thanks for this ministry and the food that provides sustenance. Consider 
giving a special offering to help support their work in our community.  
 
Saturday, September 19: Prayer Walk for Good Neighbors of Blount County 
Take a walk and pray for Good Neighbors, for the coaches, the volunteers, the 
neighbors, and for Executive Director, Reverend Lisa Blackwood. Give thanks for 
all Good Neighbors does to show compassion and hope. Consider giving a 
special offering to help support their work in our community.  
 
Saturday, September 26: Prayer Walk for Family Promise of Blount County 
Take a walk and pray for Family Promise, the families currently in the shelter 
program, those waiting, those in transitional housing, the staff, and all the 
churches who support this ministry. Give thanks for the ways Family Promise 
offers help and a home for families in our community. Consider giving a special 
offering to help support their work in our community.  
 

To give to these organizations please go to: 1stchurch.org/giving,  
or mail a check with the organizations name in the memo line to: 

 
First United Methodist Church 

804 Montvale Station Road 
Maryville, TN 37803 

Be Kind 
While we are called to Go.Do. we are also called to Be Kind to one another.  In a 
time when physical distancing is keeping us safe, it doesn’t have to keep us 
“apart.” This month on Wednesdays we have come up with some Go.Do. 
activities to help you show kindness to others.  
 
Wednesday, September 9th:   
Find a way to be kind to a stranger (buy them a coffee, say thank you, write a 
letter, or be sure and give a shout out through an online review to someone who 
helped you).  
 
Wednesday, September 16th: 
Come to the Porte Cochere (covered drop off area at the church) and pick up a 
pack of cards.  Take them home and write notes to teachers and staff thanking 
them for the hard work they’ve put into the school year.  Let them know they are 
being prayed for daily.  Do pray for those receiving your cards. These cards will 
be delivered to Montvale Elementary School (our partner school) as well as 
Maryville Junior High School (the school closest to the church) 
 
Wednesday, September 23rd:   
Return the school cards to the bin in the Porte Cochere.  We’ll take care of 
delivering the cards to the schools in bulk.  
 
Wednesday, September 30th: 
Find a way to be kind to a neighbor.  Bake some brownies, mow their grass, 
purchase a flower for them or just write them a kind note.  
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Youth making plans to meet again 
Since the time when activities were suspended at the church back in Mid-
March, the Youth have been meeting via Zoom much of the time.  Now it’s 
time for Youth to come together “in-person.”  
 
Starting SEPTEMBER 13th 1st Youth will begin meeting outside at the 
Friendship Shelter.  This will happen Sundays from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  
Things will look a little different as masks will be required, we’ll have to 
keep our distance and we won’t be serving food. 
 
What to bring to Youth Fellowship: 
• Mask or Face Covering 
• Folding Chair 
• Note Card with the name of those in attendance from your household 

with updated contact info (for contact tracing) 
 
Do not attend if: 
• You feel ill or are experiencing any cold like symptoms 
• You do not feel comfortable or safe with in-person gatherings 
 
We are looking forward to seeing each other again and having a little fun 
each Sunday night! 
 
If you have any questions please contact 1st Youth Director, Nathan Irwin 
at nirwin@1stchurch.org 
 

Together Again 
One of the most important parts of the Celebrate Recovery ministry is the support you get from others who are 
dealing with hurts, hang-ups and habits.  When “in-person” services stopped back in March the hurt some people felt 
became harder to heal.  Recently, the Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church gave the okay to have 
Recovery programs across the Conference to meet “in-person” again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On August 26th, Celebrate Recovery resumed “in-person” meetings and share groups.  These are happening each 
Wednesday evening starting with a “large” gathering outside at 6:30 pm.  Share groups begin meeting around 7:00 
pm inside the church to help preserve the anonymity of those meetings.  Online worship on Facebook, YouTube and 
CRMaryvilleTN.com will continue each week. 
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Jelly Jars Needed 

Chef Amelia and her volunteers are needing 1/2 pint jars to can some tasty jellies and jams to be sold later 
this year.  Just bring them to the church and set them in the lobby outside of the church office.  



Welcome Table 

In memory of:                    Given by: 
Dusty Dotson         Glenn & JoAnn Doig 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Barbara Moss  Glenn & JoAnn Doig 
Barbara Moss  Jim & Susie Curtiss  

Celebrate Recovery 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
Bud and Jeane Waters in the death 

of their oldest daughter, Annette 
Hutton on August 29th.  

In memory of:   Given by: 
Barbara Moss   Naomi Cunningham 
Robert Gruver   Pam Yount & Tom Klein 

Memorial Fund 

Family Promise 

In memory of:         Given by: 
Barbara Moss   Phil & Amy Large 
 

Updating your listing in the church directory 
 
Since the last edition of The Church Bell was published, many of you have taken advantage of the ability to 
change your contact information and pictures in the Online Church Directory.  As a reminder, this can be 
done at anytime, but changes won’t be made until the administrators of the directory approve it.  
 
For the past several years, 1st UMC has used a service called Instant Church Directory  to give you 
access to fellow members’ contact information.  Since launching, hundreds of you have used the information 
in the directory to keep in touch with others, especially during the last few months.  
 
Signing up for the directory is relatively simple.  Just download the Instant Church Directory App on your 
phone or go to instantchurchdirectory.com on your PC.  To sign up, your email address must be in the 
directory.   More instructions are available on the Church Directory page of 1stchurch.org.  You’ll find it 
under the “Inside 1st” tab.  
 
If you have already been using Instant Church Directory please take advantage of the new feature that lets 
you alert us to any changes needed to your contact information or to update your picture. Just look for the 
“Edit My Family” button on the app, make the changes and hit “Submit Edits.”  That information will be sent 
to us and we will approve the changes so they can be updated.   
 
If you have questions send an email to communications@1stchurch.org.   
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• Rev. Jonathan Jonas offers up a word of encouragement as we prepare to 
“Come Together Again.” 

• We have details on the upcoming “in-person” outdoor worship services. 

• Check out the Go.Do. activities we’ve lined up for September. 

• We have a preview of “Detour” the focus on Sunday mornings starting 
September 13th.  

• We bring you details on what’s next for 1st Youth. 

• Celebrate Recovery comes together again for “in-person” support. 

 


