


I’ve noticed over the past few days that autumn in general and October in particular is an 
entertaining time to observe our ways of marking time. Walking through retail stores, browsing 
restaurant menus, driving through residential areas, reading newsletters—all of these reveal the 
unique ways we keep time in October. 

For children, it’s a time for Halloween, costumes, candy, and pumpkin patches. 

For teens and young adults, it’s often the season of homecoming, fall break, and midterms. 

For adults, it seems to have become a season of all things pumpkin spice—including even Milk 
Bones, Cheerios, Oreos, and Kit Kats! The pumpkin spice madness has gone too far! 

Behind that popular flavor of the season, however, is the truth that harvest time has arrived for the 
last produce from the garden—including the winter squash and pumpkins. Before there were 
pumpkin spice lattes, there were jack o’lanterns and fodder shocks to remind us that the harvest 
had come. That’s the timeless, ageless image of the season. 

The harvest imagery fits beautifully with one of Jesus’ most beautiful messages about the 
kingdom in Matthew 9:37-38. “He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’” 

In this season, let’s embrace Jesus’ words with new passion. The world, the community, and the 
neighborhoods around us are filled with beautiful people created in God’s image, whom God 
dearly longs to have gathered into the church and kingdom. But gathering them in is hard work, 
and it takes a lot of workers and a lot of effort. 

Jesus wasn’t asking his disciples to do something as easy as get people to show up at the 
synagogue each week. He was asking for them to lead people into a lifelong—eternal lifelong!—
commitment to follow Jesus as disciples. That’s a tougher job, especially if we’re weary. 

And I know people are weary. We’re tired of the arguing between and among Christians who 
ought to be working together. We’re afraid that the church’s best days are in the past, or if it even 
has a future. 

Remember this, however. Though the year is drawing to a close in our common way of keeping 
time, our Jewish neighbors celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the new year, in September or October 
each year—right in the middle of harvest time. 

Maybe this season of harvest is just the beginning, or at least a new beginning. 

So, let’s roll up our sleeves! The work is before us! There are people to reach! There are disciples to 
make! There is a world to transform in Jesus’ name! Amen. 



What a month to Go.Do.  
Each September we take time to focus on our call to Go.Do. This time around you helped in a lot of 
ways to help those in need here at home and around the world. Here’s an overview of  Go.Do. 2022. 
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Charge Conference 
October 25th at 7:00 pm 

Williamson Chapel United 
Methodist Church 

1331 Williamson Chapel Road, 
Maryville 

New Sunday School Class gets going 
The Compass Class started meeting in 
September.  It’s largely focused on the needs 
and concerns of parents, but anybody without a 
Sunday School class is WELCOME.  Each week 
features a stand alone lesson, so don’t worry if 
you aren’t there each week. The class meets in 
room 124.  

Throughout the month, you 
brought hundreds of 

requested items to the 
Blessing Box.    

On Saturday, September 
17th dozens of people came 

out to help with our Rise 
Against Hunger event  In the 

end we packed more than 
10,100 meals. 

Using items collected in 
August, we managed to 
pack up 255 hygiene kits 
for UMCOR on Saturday, 
September 24th.  We will 

be getting more items 
soon to complete  another 

30 kits.  

We hosted a mobile KARM 
donation trailer in our parking 

lot for a couple of days.  

We would like to thank Mason 
and Oliver Nocton as well as 

Jaron and Calum Goetz for their 
work building a small patio in 
front of our Blessing Box.  This 

work was part of an Eagle Scout 
Project.  



Fall Fun ahead 
We are getting ready to enter one of the busiest times of the year.  Starting with our Fall 
Festival at 1st on October 30th (2:00 to 4:00 pm), we have something special going on nearly 
every week through the end of the year.  The Fall Festival at 1st is a time for the church to 
reach out to the community to celebrate the Fall season.  One of the biggest draws is the 
Trunk-or-Treat where dozens of decorated cars line up around the church and the people of 
1st Church greet their neighbors and offer them some treats as they go by.  There’s also hot 
dogs, inflatables and more for everyone to enjoy.  
 
We need your help in the following areas to help make this event a success, so please consider 
helping out if you can. 
 
• Trunk or Treat Stations (Candy is provided) 
• Greeters/Registration 
• Food Table 
• Help with Inflatables 
• Set up (after 10:30 worship) 
• Clean up (after festival) 
• Extra Volunteers 
 
We also need people to bring in bags of individually wrapped candies, dropping them off in 
one of the many bins throughout the church building.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 6th - Alternative Gift Fair 

November 13th - Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner 
Keep up with what’s Happening at 1st at: 1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st 
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Chancel Choir gets a taste of the 2022 Cantata 
“Oh, Watch the Stars.” That’s the theme for this year’s Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata.  Choir 
members got a preview of it during a Saturday morning retreat here at the church.   
 
The music centers around the importance of the stars in Christ’s nativity story from Advent through 
Christmas and into Epiphany.  Be sure and mark your calendars for Sunday, December 18th when the 
choir will present the Cantata during the 10:30 worship service and again at 7:00 that night.  

Wednesdays at 1st  
October 5, 2022 

 
On this night,  our Wednesdays at 1st 

programming will only include Dinner, 
Celebrate Recovery Worship & Share 
Groups and Chancel Choir Rehearsal. 

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER AT: 
1STCHURCH.ORG/FALL-FESTIVAL 



 Schedule for October  2022 

The holidays are approaching and it is none too soon to start 
planning.  Why not support our Blount County neighbors who 
are working their way back into their own home while 
decorating your own?  A variety of evergreen wreaths, garlands 
and centerpieces can be ordered until November 15 at 
blountfamillypromise.org. 
 

Another way for you to support Family Promise is to participate in Night Without a Bed, an event 
giving you a glimpse into what it would be like to be homeless yourself.   The event is coming up on 
October 7th from 5:00 pm until 8:00 am.  Participants will decide whether to sleep on your own 
floor or chair or perhaps on the Maryville College campus in a cardboard box, tent, or car (*only 
those registered will be allowed on campus). 
 
Too many parents with children are forced to sleep in such places.  The difference is there often is 
not an end in sight for them.  Getting laid off from work or medical bills are just some of the reasons 
people are put in such an unfathomable situations.  Sign up for just one night without a bed at 
blountfamillypromise.org. With your help, families can work their way back home.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
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October 5th 
Lesson 9: Inventory 
*Holy Communion will be offered during this service.  
 
October 12th 
Special Guest: Morgan McClanahan   
 
October 19th 
Lesson 10: Spiritual Inventory Part 1 
 
October 26th 
Special Guest: Chuck Jones from Knox Area Rescue Ministries  

Learn more at CRMaryvilleTN.com . 

https://blountfamillypromise.org
https://blountfamillypromise.org
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com


Something BIG and Small coming in October 
Do you ever stop and 
think about how big 
God must be? God 
created this whole 
world, all of the planets, 
and stars in the sky . . . 
God is really big!  
 
Knowing God is big can make us feel small and 
inconsequential. But the truth is, even the small things 
are a big deal to God.  
 
Throughout October in Sunday School we’ll focus on the 
story of Job. His story helps everyone realize that even 
though we are small, God listens to our big feelings, God 
sees the big picture, God cares about every small 
problem, and we can also be a big help in small ways. 
 
1st Kids Sunday School happens each Sunday at 9:15 am 
in the 1st Kids area on the lower level.  
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Sunday School classes meet each 
week at 9:15 am. The classes are 
divided with 6th through 8th 
Graders in one class and 9th 
through 12th graders in the other.  
Youth Sunday school classes meet in 
rooms 153 A & B. 
 
Parents are stepping in to help lead Youth Fellowship 
on Sunday evenings and more help is needed.  If you are 
interested in volunteering please send an email to 
info@1stchurch.org.   
 
The SPRC will soon begin a search for a Youth and 
Student Ministries Director with hopes of completing 
that search by early next year.    
  
Youth gather in Wesley Hall at 6:45 on Sunday nights 
then break out into smaller groups. 

    Fall Festival at 1st 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fall Festival at 1st is one of the biggest 
events we have here at 1st Church and it’s 
designed with children and families in mind.  
On October 30th from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 
EVERYONE is invited to join the trunk-or-
treat, enjoy the inflatables, get a hot dog and 
spend time with your 1st Church family and 
meet people from all over the community.  
 

If you are interested in helping make this 
event a success visit: 

 1stchurch.org/fall-festival.  

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

NEWS   

On September 11th during the  
10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

service we celebrated Ryan Smith’s 
confirmation and welcomed him as 

a member of 1st UMC—Maryville.   

NEWS   

During worship on Sunday, 
September 25th, 3rd graders 

got their very own Bible.  

Check out what’s happening with 1st Kids at: 
1stchurch.org/1st-Kids 

http://1stchurch.org/fall-festival
http://1stchurch.org/1st-Kids


Staff Contacts 

You can find staff and ministry contacts under 
the “Inside at 1st” tab  

on the church website: 
1stchurch.org 

The church phone number is 865-982-1273 

In honor of:    
Dean Moss & Zola Donaldson on their recent 
marriage.  Given by Ralphine Hood.  
 
In memory of: Given by: 
Margaret Taylor Bill & Elizabeth Pedersen 
 
In memory of  the parents of Mary Kay 
Hamlin on their 75th Anniversary, September 
7th.  Given by Mary Kay Hamlin 

In memory of: Given by: 
Wilma Patterson Phil & Amy Large 
Cheryl Coleman Kathryn King 

Memorial Fund  

Christian sympathy extended to: 
 

The family of Wilma Patterson, who died  
on August 30th. 

 
The Rev. Daniel Moore and his wife Margaret in the 
death of his mother, Nell on August 31st.  Nell was 
one of our beloved “Bell Ladies” here at 1st Church. 

 
The family of Dr. Cheryl Coleman, who died on 

September 10th.  
 

Jeane, Brian, Nicole and the rest of the Waters 
family in the death of Jeane’s husband/Brian’s 

Father, Bud Waters on September 12th.  
 

Marietta and Mark Mason in the death of  Marietta’s 
father Ralph Marvin who died on September 14th. 

 
Cathy and Fred Finney in the death of Cathy’s 

mother, JoAnn Stanfield Threlkeld  
on September 23rd. 

 
Amelia Geis-Scott, and her sons Liam and Jack in 

the death of Amelia’s husband, Roger Scott on 
September 23rd.  
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Nell Moore 
Joined First Church: March 18, 1991 

Entered the Church Triumphant: August 31, 2022 

Welcome Table  

Wilma Sue Patterson 
Joined First Church: September 15, 1985 

Entered the Church Triumphant: August 30, 2022 
Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Elana Byerley Randy & Laney Lambert 

Bud Waters 
Joined First Church: February 29, 2004 

Entered the Church Triumphant: September 12, 2022 

Dr. Cheryl Coleman 
Joined First Church: February 8 1987 

Entered the Church Triumphant: September 10, 2022 

Roger Scott 
Joined First Church: October 23, 2016 

Entered the Church Triumphant: September 23, 2022 

Latvia Mission 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Cheryl Coleman Rodney & Julie Nelson 

Congratulations to 
Rev. Bill Green and 

his wife Jenny on the 
birth of their sixth 

grandchild.  Indiana 
Rose was born on 
September 3rd in 

Texas.  

http://1stchurch.org/inside-1st
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