
Be together in a broken world 
 
In 1940, as war raged in Europe and threatened to engulf the world in near-global conflict, the 
Federal Council of Churches called upon the churches of all Christian denominations to display 
unity in the midst of division, wholeness amid brokenness, and peace amid conflict by uniting in 
one day of celebrating Holy Communion together. Thus World Communion Sunday was born. 
 
On Sunday, October 3—the first Sunday of October, as always—we will celebrate World 
Communion Sunday in all three morning worship services. Sharing the Lord’s Supper is always a 
powerful experience of God’s grace, but World Communion Sunday always helps me to 
appreciate the “union” at the heart of communion. 
 
Much divides us eighty-one years since that first World Communion Sunday. Political parties 
demonize one another. People strive to out-shout and out-demonstrate one another over flags, 
monuments, and the colors of lives that matter. Even vaccines and masks have a polarizing, 
politicizing effect on our populace. We lament a lost sense of community, and even then try to 
point a finger of blame at another for that loss. Are we inevitably plunging toward civil war or 
even global conflict? 
 
Not if you and I proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ effectively. 
 
The gospel points toward unity: 

God so loved the world that everyone may have eternal life. 
I ask that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. 
So that every knee should bend and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 
I am convinced, however, that unity requires humility. We can only experience true love for 
neighbor when we realize the greatness of the love we’ve received, when we realize that we 
ourselves are sinful, broken, and in need of grace. 
 
That’s what happens around the Lord’s table. We confess. We acknowledge our faults and flaws. 
We celebrate that God loves us anyway! We are set free to love each other, unified in sin, unified 
in grace, unified in love. 
 
I’ll see you at the table on October 3rd, when we celebrate the unity Christ offers to a broken, 
divided world. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                              Senior Pastor 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                            ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                             ext. 106 
 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery                ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson            janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                                clee                            ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)        DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth               ceaf26@att.net 

Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                         nirwin                            ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                     ext. 103 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Robinson             drobinson                     ext. 101 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                      ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff  982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  
 

Staff Contacts The main church 
phone number is 

865-982-1273 
*Please note that 

ALL staff emails end 
with 1stchurch.org 

unless otherwise 
noted. 

Christian sympathy extended to:  

In Memoriam 
Helen Click 
Joined First Church - June 23, 1968 
Entered the Church Triumphant - September 5, 2021 
Edwina Anderson 
Joined First Church - December 31, 1967 
Entered the Church Triumphant - September 9, 2021 

Tom Click in the death of his wife Helen on September 5th. Christian sympathy also extended to 
their children Moe Click (Suzanne) and daughter Katherine (Donnie) Poteet. 
 
The Family of Edwina Anderson who died on September 9th.  
 
Teresa Morton in the death of her father, Art Jackson on September 13th.  
 
Sandy Sheehan in the death of her sister, Terri Kupres on September 16th.  

Our new administrative assistant, Danielle Robinson and 
her husband Mark (along with Mark’s parents, Roberta and 
Larry Robinson) are celebrating the arrival of a  
granddaughter, born on September 25th at 6:57 am.   

Alivia Eliza Ormsby weighed 6.15 pounds and was 20 1/4 
inches long.  The proud parents are Zach  and Maye 
Ormsby  of Jacksonville, NC. 
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 NEWS from 

 
 
 
Way to Go.Do! 
 
The spirit of helping others was alive and well 
during the month of September. Throughout the 
month we collected items for UMCOR Hygiene 
Kits then came together on the last Saturday of 
the month to get them ready to send to the 
places where they are needed most.  In all we put 
together 200 kits.  
 
Another hands-on activity many of you 
participated in during the month was 
handwriting a thousand “Thank You” cards for 
teachers and staff of Maryville City Schools which 
we will be sending out soon.  
 

And last, but not least, 
September gave many of you a 
chance to learn more about 
agencies and organizations we 
work with throughout the year 
including the Community Food 
Connection of Blount County 
and the New Hope 
Children’s Advocacy Center.  
 
The chances to Go.Do. never 
stop at 1st UMC-Maryville. 
Keep watching 
1stchurch.org/go-do for 
other opportunities, 
including our October Go.Do. collection. We’ll 
also provide information in the Sunday Worship 
Bulletins and on our social media channels, so 
STAY TUNED! 

 
On Sunday, October 17th, the Holston Conference of the United Methodist 
Church will conduct a welcome and installation service for our new bishop, Debra 
Wallace-Padgett.  1st Church is the host congregation and the service will be in 
our Sanctuary!  
 
Conference leaders have decided this will be a live streamed event only.  We will 
provide more information on where to watch it via our social media channels and 
the worship bulletin.  
 

“Very 
informative” 
“Great 
Conversation!” 
“Excellent 
discussions on 
an important, 
difficult topic.” 
 
 
These are a few things people had to say 
following September’s Conversation Matters with 
the Rev. Dr. Kevin Riggs.  The pastor from 
Franklin, TN is a chaplain on Tennessee’s Death 
Row .  On September 26th, he gave the group 
gathered in Asbury Hall,  his reasons for not 
supporting the Death Penalty and helped further 
the discussion about it.    

Millions of people across the country are “stuck 
between a rock and a hard place” as they make 
enough to get them out of poverty, but find 
themselves only being able to provide a bare-
bones household budget.   
 
People in this group are Asset Limited Income 
Constrained Employees or ALICE. 
 
For our next Conversation Matters event  (coming 
up on November 7th at 5:00 pm), Wendy Wand 
of the United Way joins us to discuss the myths 
surrounding ALICE’s situation and why we 
should all be united for her.  
 

Check out more about our  
Conversation Matters Events at:  

1stchurch.org/conversation-matters 

Important conversations The next Conversation 

Welcoming a new bishop 

http://1stchurch.org/go-do
http://1stchurch.org/conversation-matters
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Sunday, October 3rd 
3:00 pm until 4:00 pm 
 
Bring your favorite furry friend—or 
even one with feathers, scales, or 
gills and join Pastor Jonathan on 
the front steps of the church 
building for a prayer and blessing.  
 
Our Roman Catholic brothers and 
sisters celebrate the Feast of St.  

Francis on October 4th, and since 
he is the patron saint of animals,  
this is the perfect time to 
celebrate the important animals 
in our lives.  
 
This is a drop-in event, so feel 
free to come by at any time in 
the hour to receive a blessing for 
your pet(s). 

                              NEWS from 

 
For three Sundays in October we invite you to 
explore the many ministries and missions of 1st 
United Methodist Church, as well as how we are 
connected to a global denomination serving Christ.  
 
1st UMC 101 is a class  meeting for three Sundays in 
room 202 during the Sunday School Hour at 9:15 am.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the first Sunday we will give you a crash course 
in the history of the United Methodist Church and 
the history of 1st UMC-Maryville, both of which date 
back more than 200 years.  
 
On the second Sunday we'll show you how to get 
connected with service and study opportunities 
here at 1st Church.  
 
Finally, on the  third Sunday we'll give you a tour of 
the church building and provide you with details 
about Sunday School classes and how to plug in to 
what’s happening here at 1st Church.  
 
No sign up is needed, just come to room 202 on 
October 17th, 24th & 31st.  

 Jesus came to earth not  only to die for our 
sins, but to also show us how to BE.   
 
After a month long look at Living Faith we turn 
our attention to ways that we can BE part of 
God’s Kingdom.   
 

 
 

This is the focus in worship throughout the first 
four Sundays in October. (On the fifth Sunday 
we will observe All Saints Day). 
 
We begin the month with a look at what it 
means to BE TOGETHER as we come to the 
Lord’s Table as part of World Communion 
Sunday.  This will be followed by a look at what 
it means to BE KIND, BE GENEROUS and BE 
COURAGEOUS.  
 

 
Check out more 

about each week’s 
focus at 

1stchurch.org/
worship . 

Prayers for Pets 

How to BE 

Got questions about 1st UMC? We’ve got answers. 

http://1stchurch.org/worship
http://1stchurch.org/worship


 
Good things continue to happen for those involved in Family Promise.  1stUMC is 
hosting families in static shelter October 10th through October 17th. These 
families are in the Emergency Shelter phase of the mission.  Although COVID-19 
prevented housing the families in the church, there are still ways we can support 
them including: 
 

 
Participating in the Family Promise Trunk or Treat 
To help here, all you need to do is decorate the trunk of your car and bring enough treats for 25 
children to the Day Center at 101 Pinedale Street in Maryville on Sunday, October 24th.  The fun starts 
at 2:00 pm and is followed by games until 4:00 pm.  You can leave after the trunk or treat is 
complete.  If you plan to participate, please contact Mavis Ziegler at ziegler.fumc@gmail.com or call
(865) 748-0532 October 21st. 
 
Going all out for the Petro’s Fundraiser 
On October 26th, enjoy a night away from cooking and grab a meal from Petro's.  On this night, 
Petros is donating  30% of sales from 10:30 am until  9:00 pm to Family Promise. 
 
Shop at the Second Chance Thrift Store  
You’ll find the store at 705 East Lincoln Road in Alcoa.  The store is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.  
 
Sadly, the Spooktacular Drive-In movie fundraiser on October 2nd was cancelled this year due to 
circumstances beyond the control of Family Promise.  On the positive side,  we want to thank  all of 
you who donated money to reach the matching funds needed to maximize the $20,000 A Future 
Begins at Home grant from Family Promise National.  You helped our local chapter to cross the 
finish line. 
 

NEWS from 

Each Wednesday 
Light Meal at 5:30     
Worship at 6:30     

Share Groups  7:40  
 
Did you catch Griffin Bond’s recovery story on September 22nd?  If 
not,  you can check it out on the CR website at 
CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch or on the 1st UMC YouTube Channel 
where you can watch just the message or watch the whole 
worship service.   
 
Griffin is just one of several guest speakers who have shared their 
story over the past couple of months and we have more in store 
coming up in October along with a look at more steps in the 
recovery process.   
 
You are also encouraged to come share your experiences with 
others during our share group time following worship each 
Wednesday at 7:40 pm.      
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October 20th—Inventory 
October 27th—Bernice Howard 

mailto:ziegler.fumc@gmail.com
mailto:ziegler.fumc@gmail.com
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch
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Check out more about  
1st Youth on the church website 

at: 1stchurch.org/1st-Youth  
or contact 1st Youth Director, 
Rev. Nathan Irwin at 982-1273  

or nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

SUNDAY  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

4:00 to 5:00 pm 
 

*No Youth Fellowship on  
Sunday, October 3rd 

January 21st—23rd 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge, TN 
Mark your calendars and start making plans to attend Resurrection 2022. Each year more than 
12-thousand youth from all over the region come to the Great Smoky Mountains to celebrate 
the God of the Resurrection.  Nathan will have more details on cost, etc. soon.  You can also 
learn more at resurrectionyouth.com . 

YOUTH HANDBELLS 
Meet Sundays at 2:30 pm in Room 252 

(not meeting on October 3rd) 
 

YOUTH CHOIR 
Meet Sunday at 3:15 pm in Room 249 

(not meeting on October 3rd) 

Changes for 1st Kids Sunday School 
 
During the month of October, Children’s Sunday School will follow a slightly 
different schedule.  On Sundays, October 3rd and 10th, there will not be any Sunday 
School opportunities for children in elementary school, ages kindergarten and 
older.  On these Sundays there WILL be child care available for children in preschool 
and the infant nursery will also be open.  If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact, Denise Johns  at djohns@1stchurch.org.  In addition, there will not be a Kids 
Own Worship program on either October 3rd or October 10th.  Childcare for preschoolers and infants 
will be open for all three Sunday Morning services. 
 
On Sunday, October 17th, the normal schedule for 1st Kids Sunday School will resume. The fourth, 
fifth and sixth graders will be led by Eric Simpson and Marietta Mason,  meeting in room C12.   
The first, second and third graders will be led by Brent Johns and April Watson and meet in room 
C7.   Carmen Faircloth and Fran Jones will continue leading the preschool group in C3, and Renee 
Blodgett and volunteers will be staffing the infants and toddlers in the nursery.   
 
Sunday School begins at 9:15 and ends at 10:20. The Kids Own Worship program, will resume on 
October 17th.  At this time, the Kids Own Worship program is in need of volunteers to serve 
elementary aged children.  If you would like to be a part of this volunteer staff please 
contact Denise Johns.  Kids Own Worship program happens every Sunday, with the exception of 
the first Sunday of each month which are Holy Communion Sundays.  
 
Fall Festival at 1st: Volunteers Needed 
Mark your calendar for October 31st and set aside a few hours that day to help us with one of our 
biggest events of the year.  Trunk or Treating is the big focus this year and we are hoping to have 
more than 50 cars participating.  The church provides the candy, you provide the car and help hand 
out the candy.   We’ll also need volunteers for other activities that day.  Sign up to volunteer at 
1stchurch.org/fall-festival or contact Denise Johns at djohns@1stchurch.org or 865-982-1273.  
 
 

http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://resurrectionyouth.com
mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/fall-festival
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Gary Hart   Gerald & Betty Smith 

General Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Rev. James Hood  Jewell Ruth Benton 
Rev. James Hood  Mrs. Pat Henry 
Rev. James Hood  Joey & Greta Smith 
Helen Click              Bob & Connie Sullivan 
Helen Click   Carole Bivens 
Helen Click   Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Helen Click   Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Robert Carver  Bill & Marilyn Johnson 
Helen Click   Dean Matlock 
Helen Click   Ronda Hardwick 
Helen Click   Carolyn Irby 
Helen Click   Dianne Wall 
Helen Click   Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Marilyn Davis  Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Helen Click   Jack Liles 
Helen Click   Heritage Sunday  
    School Class 
Helen Click   Janet Proffitt 

Memorial Fund  

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Cindy Thomas  Darlene Thompson 
Cecil Carmen  Ron & Carol Werker 
Cindy Thomas  Marie Piccone  
                            Patti Anderson 
Cindy Thomas  Friends 
Cindy Thomas  ETHRA 
Cecil Carmen  Virginia Hardwick 
Cecil Carmen  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Cindy Thomas  Roger & Barbara Campbell 
Cecil Carmen  Wally & Nan Werner 
Cindy Thomas  Ray & Becky Smith 
Cecil Carmen  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Cindy Thomas  Cochran PI  
                                                  Homeowners Association 
Helen Click   Kim & Betsy Cox 
Helen Click   Charlie & Rachel Cox 
Cindy Thomas  Jim & Sally Stovall 
Cecil Carmen  Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Helen Click   Leland & Lisa Blackwood 
Helen Click   Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Jim Green   Blake Carpenter 
Helen Click   Virginia Hardwick 
Rev. James Hood  A Friend 
Cecil Carmen  A Friend 
Helen Click   A Friend 
Cindy Thomas  Brenda Clark 

In honor of:      Given by: 
Moe Click      Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Helen Click      Trendsetters Sunday School Class 

Family Promise 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bernie Starner  Gerald & Betty Smith 

In memory of:         Given by: 
Cindy Thomas  Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Cecil Carmen  Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Helen Click   Charlie & Barbara  
    Barton 

Ministry Budget 

Music Fund 

In honor of:         Given by: 
Choir Ensemble for funeral  Carol Green 
In memory of:      Given by: 
Helen Click   Music Fund 
Helen Click   Phil & Amy Large 
Jim Green   Carol Green 
Helen Click   Jimmie Eaves 

Troop 81 Boy Scouts 

In memory of:       Given by: 
Cecil Carmen        Gordo & Rhonda Watson 
Cecil Carmen        Robert Haresnape 
Cecil Carmen        Glenn & JoAnn Doig 
 

Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Helen Click   Gerald & Betty Smith 
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