
Coming out of the Wilderness - Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
Before he became the hero of the Exodus, Moses lived in obscure exile in Midian, the land between Egypt and 
Israel. There, in the in-between, Moses married Zipporah, and in the words of Exodus 2:22, “She bore a son, 
and he named him Gershom; for he said, ‘I have been an alien residing in a foreign land.’” Soon thereafter, God 
called Moses back to Egypt, which was familiar, to lead the people of Israel to a new, unfamiliar promised land. 
 
I feel confident that we all can empathize with Moses as he names his newborn son. Over the past seven 
months, we’ve felt like strangers in a strange land as the global pandemic has upended so much that felt 
familiar and comfortable to us. 
 
As I write this column today, however, I feel hopeful that God is about to lead us out of this wilderness - where 
so much is unfamiliar and foreign - and into a place of promise. 
 
We are so grateful that we are again able to worship in-person and inside! We have gathered for our first indoor 
Sunday morning service in Asbury Hall, and our staff and regathering task force are continually striving to make 
more familiar worship opportunities possible, while still complying with the Holston Conference ’s guidelines and 
with common sense best practices. I feel confident that we will soon worship in places and ways that feel more 
familiar to us all! 
 
For decades, we have been grateful and blessed that Terry Wilson and Jane Sanders were two of the most 
familiar presences helping to lead the ministries of First United Methodist Church. Without them, we will likely 
feel that we’re strangers in a strange land when we step into the church office or sanctuary. 
 
I’m grateful to report, however, that a search committee comprised of members of our staff-parish relations 
committee and faithful participants in our music ministries is already at work reviewing the résumés and 
credentials of dozens of applicants who feel called and equipped to help lead our congregation forward. Please 
pray for the committee as it seeks to discern the best fit for our church’s future. 
 
Finally, though we’re still finding our way through this unique transition together, I remain grateful for your many 
invitations, contacts, and expressions of hospitality. Though we are not yet well known to each other, I ’m so 
grateful that we’re having more opportunities to meet each other, to get to know each other, and to grow to love 
each other. 
 
Take heart! Keep faith! Be courageous! Though it still feels that we’re muddling through Midian, I see light on 
the horizon! 
 

Senior Pastor at 1st UMC Maryville 

Keep in touch with 1st UMC 

While The Church Bell is a great way to keep up with what’s Happening at 1st, it’s not the only way to stay on 
top of everything going on.  Each week we send out several emails catered to particular interests.  All you need 
to do is go to 1stchurch.org and look under the “1st Stop” tab for “Sign Up for Emails.”  This will take you to 
the sign up page where you can choose which emails to receive.   

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram are other great ways to stay in touch and to join the conversations.  

http://1stchurch.org


Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                            ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                             ext. 106 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                          ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Robert Lawson      rlawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams          982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff    982-1273 
Paul Brown 
Nelda Blodgett  
     
 
 

Staff 
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 

*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
You can also contact staff members via our online form at 1stchurch.org/inside-1st  

New Prayer Concern Email 

Prayer is an important part of the life of the church and not being physically together often leaves us not knowing 
when members of our church family and others are in need of it.   

 

We are working on a weekly prayer concern email.  To learn more or to sign up just visit: 

 1stchurch.org/prayer.   
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Welcome to 1st 

On Sunday, September 20th we 
welcomed Jackson Cox to the  
1st UMC Family through infant 
baptism.  His parents are Alex 

and Matthew Cox.  

2020 Confirmation Class 

Top Row:  Conner Crim, Addison Giffin, Allie Simpson 

Middle Row: Ada Monroe, Oliver Nocton, Anderson Abbott 

Bottom Row: Kali Roberts, Britton Johnson, Jonathan Henneke 

http://1stchurch.org/prayer


One of the most difficult things about the past few months has 
been the fact we haven’t been able to gather inside the church.   
On September 27th, that time apart finally came to an end as 
more than 80 people attended our first indoor worship service 
since March.   
 
Things were a bit different as everyone followed safety protocols 
before coming to the indoor service in Asbury Hall.  Still, what a 
wonderful time it was as we were together again.   
 
For now, we will be having an indoor worship service each 
Sunday in Asbury Hall at 10:30 am.  This will be in addition to our weekly online service which will continue to 
premiere each Sunday at 10:00 am on Facebook, YouTube and 1stchurch.org.    We have one more Sunday 
evening (outdoor) service planned for October 4th where we will observe World Communion Sunday.  
 
We would love to see you on Sundays “in-person” but certainly understand if you don’t feel comfortable in doing so. 
To learn more about how to prepare for an “in-person” worship service please visit 1stchurch.org/worship-at-1st .  
 

Way to Go.Do.  
All through the month of September you have proved that we can “Be the 
Church” even when we aren’t together physically.  This year’s Go.Do. 
activities were a little different, but together we are making a difference in 
the lives of others. From special collections to acts of being kind to prayer 
walks, we hope you were able to participate in some way.   
 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who brought in bottled water and snack cakes (they almost filled an entire room).   
 
THANK YOU to everyone who brought in items for Susannah’s House.  
 
THANK YOU to the people who made cards for the teachers and staff at Montvale Elementary School and 
Maryville Junior High.   
 
THANK YOU to those who spent time walking and praying for Family Promise, Good Neighbors and the 
Community Food Connection of Blount County. 
 
The last two Tuesdays of October we’ll be collecting candy for our Drive Through Fall Festival at 1st!  (Details are 
on page 5 in the 1st Kids News).  
 

Go.Do. Prayer Walk Contributions 
In addition to asking people to participate in individual prayer walks, we 
also asked that people contribute money to the organizations 
represented.  Here’s a look at that effort so far.  
 

Community Food Connection of Blount County 
$1,250 

 
Good Neighbors of Blount County 

$1,150 
 

Family Promise of Blount County 
$1,210 
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United Methodist Women: Keeping the mission going 
 
Prayer Bears have been an ongoing project for the United Methodist 
Women of 1st Church.  With face masks on and a spirit of mission in 
their hearts, several members of the UMW met at Frances Hodge’s 
home back in August to keep the Prayer Bear work going.  
 
The fabric for the bears was cut out a day earlier and in the end this 
group had made 62 bears and bagged them up for distribution.  The 
UMW and Rev. Jonathan Jonas are working on coming up with a 
distribution plan. If you need a Prayer Bear before then please contact 
Frances Hodge or Dianne McRae. 

 
 
 
And another note from the United Methodist Women. This year, the 
group will NOT be selling pecans, a fund raising effort that’s been going 
on for many years in advance of the Alternative Gift Fair.  In 2020, there 
will not be an “in-person” Alternative Gift Fair.  Planning for a “virtual” 
AGF is in the works, so stay tuned for details.   

Five years of Inspiring Hope 
 
Many years ago members of 1st United Methodist Church of Maryville 
recognized a need for accessible mental health counseling in the 
community. That need grew into Compassion Counseling Center of 
Maryville. In 2020 this organization celebrates five years of Inspiring 
Hope.  
 
Over the next few weeks, Compassion Counseling will be looking 
toward its future by spotlighting five people in the community who 
promote mental health and inspire hope through their efforts.  
 
You are invited to follow Compassion Counseling Center on their 
Facebook Page as the Inspiring Hope campaign rolls out, one 
designed to promote the organization’s mission and raise money.  You 
can also visit cccmaryville.org.  
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The next step 

The director 1st Youth Ministries took another step toward his 
ordination as a deacon in the United Methodist Church.  Nathan Irwin 
delivered his ordination papers to the Holston Conference Offices last 
week.  

 

http://cccmaryvilletn.org


Youth meeting in-person again 
 
After months of zoom meetings, summer break  and adjusting to the changes at school the Youth at 1st UMC are 
beginning to meet again in-person. The Youth Fellowship gatherings happen each Sunday evening from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm and are outside at the moment.   Masks are required and social distancing will be in place.   
 
There will not be Youth Fellowship on October 4th or on October 11th because of Fall Break.  
 
If you have any questions please contact 1st Youth Director, Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

News 
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Our Fall Festival at 1st is back this 
year with a few necessary 
changes due to the  
Covid-19  situation.  Join us on 
Saturday, October 31st from 2:00 
to 4:00 pm in the church parking 
lot for a little seasonal fun.   

 
This year, we are bringing you a new drive through 
experience the whole family will enjoy. So, instead of 
a walking trunk-or-treat as the main attraction, 
children and their families will stay in their cars as 
they go through the route of creatively decorated 
cars.  
  
To put on this event we are going to need your help.  
1st Kids Ministries is hoping to have at least 50 
decorated cars in the parking lot.  The cars will all be 
set up so that everyone can be properly distanced.   
 
Since this a family friendly event you are asked to 
stick to family friendly décor and costumes so that 
small children will not be scared. Now is the time to 
begin searching Pinterest and Oriental Trading for 
car decorating ideas, and there are numerous places 
to look for costumes.  When is the last time that you 
dressed up for Halloween?  This is a great year to 
start a new tradition! 
  
Remember those prizes given out at the Tailgating 
event over the past few years?  Well, we are going to 
do something similar with the Fall Festival at 1st.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be awarding prizes for the best decorated 
car!  Prizes will be given to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners!  Now is the time to start making your plans. 
We really want this to be a very memorable 
experience for our church family and community. 
Your help is needed to make this experience a 
highlight for the children.  
  
There is a great need for candy for this event and 
you are invited to bring unopened bags of candy to 
the church on Tuesday October 20th and 27th from 
8:00 until 5:00 pm.  The drop off area will be under 
the covered walkway into the Sanctuary. 
  
On the day of the festival your help is greatly 
needed. Please arrive at the church no later than 
1:30 to be directed to your  assigned parking space.  
This is going to be a great afternoon event !  Thanks 
in advance you for your help! 
  
If you want to enter a car let us know by signing up 
at: 1stchurch.org/fall-festival. 
  

mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/fall-festival


Support for Recovery 
The support you get from other people in the 
Celebrate Recovery community is vital to overcoming 
hurts, hang-ups and habits. Recently, in-person 
meetings resumed indoors and that includes worship 
and share groups. (The Wednesday evening meal 
service has not resumed). 
 
Starting with the September 30th CR worship 
service, live streaming will resume in place of the  
pre-produced Celebrate Recovery services we’ve 
offered over the past few months.  Don’t worry if you 
miss it.  These worship services will still be available 
via Facebook, the 1st UMC YouTube Channel and at 
CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch.    
 
*Masks and social distancing are required for all in-person meetings and/or groups.  

 
It can be difficult to keep track of things with the crazy turn of events happening in 
today's world.  Even though churches are unable to host Family Promise guests 
inside their own church, the mission depends on faithful servants now more than ever.   
 
 
 
 

Here is a quick look at what’s happening with the program. 
 
Spooktacular at the Parkway Drive-In (2902 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Maryville)  
October 3rd - Gates open at 6:00 pm for showing at 8:00 pm of Shrek followed by The Adams Family.  
Cost is $8 for adults, $4 for children 5-12 and $3 for children 4 and under.    
Can't attend?  Go to blountfamilypromise.org and your gift will be matched by Modern Woodman.   
 
In-church hosting  
Tentatively set to begin January 3rd depending on COVID status. 
All hosts must complete one training prior to contact with guests.  1stUMC has been a leader with Family Promise 
since its opening in Blount County in 2009 and new hosts are always welcome and needed.   
Contact Caroline Maynard Lamar, director@blountfamilypromise.org or (865) 233-4737 to receive a link to 
register for a Virtual Training on September 30th or October 1st. 
 
Family support 
With Christmas coming, gift cards in any amount would be most welcome to help enable the parents and/or staff to 
provide a gift for each of God's children in the mission. There are three families currently in the Emergency Shelter 
phase of Family Promise.  When combined that makes 4 adults and 6 children.  All families are working as are 
the two who have met all requirements to move in their own home.  The problem is demand for rental properties in 
Blount County have skyrocketed and the wait time is 18 months!  Clayton Homes will soon finish a home they are 
building and donating to Family Promise for static shelter purposes. 
 
Stay connected 
To stay connected with families in the last phase of the mission, Going Home/Staying Home, the Case Manager 
will put together holiday boxes consisting of baking staples, self-care items and something personalized.  If you 
know anyone who would like to make a personal Christmas ornament, journal, picture frame etc., please contact 
the day center (865) 233-4737. 
 
Thank you for your faithful service and do stay well. 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
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Welcome Table 

In memory of:            Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship Kevin & Kimberly Proffitt 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Barbara Hall  Randy & Laney Lambert 
Barbara Moss  Virginia Hardwick 
Barbara Moss  Lee & Sharon Kull 
Dennis Amentastro Steve & Shirley Stinnett 
Curtis Moore  Randy & Geni Couch 

Children’s Backpack Ministry 

Steve Larrabee in the death of his 
father Edward Larrabee who died on 
September 21st.  
 
Cookie Crowson in the death of her 
mother on September 14th. 
 
Dan Johnson in the death of Dan’s 
father (Brittany & Morgan’s 
grandfather & Madelyn Kate’s great 
grandfather), Fred Johnson on 
September 7th. 
 
Robert Bourgeois in the death of his 
sister, Josie Bourgeois Kornegay on 
August 17th. 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Barbara Moss  Joe White 
Mitchell Flynn  Tennessee 25 Year Club 
Jane Sanders  Friends 
Jane Sanders  Hope Lewis 
Barbara Moss  Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Dennis Amentastro Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Lee Kull  London & Amburn, P.C. 
Lee Kull  Kathy Dorner  
Lee Kull  Jimmy & Deborah Jones 
Lee Kull  Janet Proffitt 
Lee Kull  Kizer & Black, Attorneys, PLLC 
Lee Kull  David Weems 
Lee Kull  Jeanne Duncan 
Lee Kull  Jerry & Frances Hodge 

Memorial Fund 

Family Promise 

In memory of:        Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Dennis Amentastro Virginia Hardwick 

In Memoriam: 
 
Dennis Amentastro 
Joined First Church:  
September 12, 1993 
Entered the Church Triumphant:  
September 7, 2020 
 
Jane Sanders 
Joined First Church:  
May 27, 1990 
Entered the Church Triumphant:  
September 15, 2020 
 
Lee Kull 
Joined First Church:  
December 2, 1984 
Entered the Church Triumphant:  
September 21, 2020 

United Methodist Women 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Ernest & Anne Hand 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Dennis Amentastro Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Dennis Amentastro Phil & Amy Large 
Lee Kull  Karl & Sherry Miller 

Music Fund 

Handbell Fund 

In memory of:         Given by: 
Dennis Amentastro  Susan Daves 

Good Neighbors 

In memory of:        Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Virginia Hardwick 
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