
Remembering the Saints 
 
“I believe in the communion of the saints.” 
 
Across the centuries, countless followers of Jesus Christ have included this simple statement 
among our affirmations in the Apostles’ Creed. It’s our single-sentence confession that we believe 
the Body of Christ, the church of Jesus Christ in the world, extends beyond the space and time of 
our lifetimes. It’s our reminder to each other that there is more than this, that our timekeeping in 
the Kingdom of God is eternal, not temporal. It’s our affirmation that the church universal 
extends not only across the borders of nations but also beyond the boundaries of time. 
 
In the early decades and centuries of the Christian church, when it was dangerous and even 
deadly to be a follower of Christ, the church set aside feast days to celebrate the lives and faith of 
the martyrs who died because of their faith in Jesus.  Within a few centuries, so many days of the 
calendar were filled, that the church began to celebrate All Saints Day.  For several hundred years 
now, the church has celebrated November 1st as the day to celebrate all the saints. 
 
As we celebrate All Saints Sunday on October 31st, my heart overflows with gratitude, both 
because we live in a time and place free from fear of martyrdom and because our lives are so 
richly blessed by the faithful service and example of those who have preceded us on the disciples’ 
path. 
 
On this particular Sunday morning, we will celebrate the lives of those faithful followers from our 
fellowship who have left our presence to enter into God’s eternal presence. This remembrance is 
bittersweet because it acknowledges both our present grief and our eternal joy. We miss them 
even as we dismiss them from earthly pain into eternal joy and peace. 
 
Let’s gather together on Sunday morning to proclaim not only with our words but also with our 
hearts that we believe in the communion of the saints. 
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The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has begun the search for a new Director of 
Children’s Ministries here at 1st Church.  Denise Johns has informed SPRC that she 
intends to resign from her role as director.  We will definitely miss her as she has 
touched and blessed all of our lives through her ministry here.  If you would like to 
reach out to her you can send an email to djohns@1stchurch.org.  

 

Here is Denise’s letter to the congregation: 

Dear 1st Church Family, 

It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter to submit my resignation as Director of Children’s 
Ministry. During the past 15 years, it has been a privilege to serve the youngest members of the congregation 
and their families. The wonderful community at 1st Church really has become a family and second home to 
me. However, there is a time when one realizes that new opportunities must be explored in order to provide the 
best schedule to help with elderly parents and a new granddaughter.  

I feel extremely fortunate to have had the honor of working alongside some of the very best volunteers , who 
served loyally at Vacation Bible School, as Sunday School leaders and at numerous other events for children. The 
adults who gave their free time to serve the children truly are the heroes of our church congregation. I so 
appreciate the youngest members of our church, who desire to learn more about God, who participate in choir 
and serve as acolytes, and those who packed and helped deliver food during the Summer to other needy 
children. Children’s Ministry is now and always will be the most important part of our church, you are never too 
old to volunteer and serve in some capacity with the children. 

I am also exceedingly thankful for the opportunity to work alongside the parents of the children that I have 
served. Thank you for allowing me to be included in your life; thanks for sharing your struggles, your joys and 
hopes and prayers for your children. The past 18 months has been difficult for all families, and many of you have 
found out that God really has provided you with the strength and courage to handle hard things. May God 
continue to bless you and may your family continue to deepen your relationship with Him. 

Thanks to my work family who have been supportive and understanding throughout my church career. May all 
of you continue to flourish and enrich the spiritual lives of those around you. I will always cherish my fond 
memories of my time here at 1st Church Maryville. 

Sincerely, 

Denise Johns 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
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In the Bible we find many examples of ways God 
is in the business of multiplying exponentially.  
This is  at the root of what we’ll be talking a lot 
about throughout the month of November, more 
specifically how exponential generosity helps us 
fulfill the mission of 1st United Methodist Church.  
 

 

During the first week of 
November we will be 
sending out a special newsletter describing the 
ways your giving is impacting the lives of others 
as we look to carry out another year of work for 
God’s Kingdom in 2022.  In addition to the 
newsletter you will be hearing from people 
impacted by the work of 1st UMC  through special 
videos, social media posts and during worship as 
we focus on “EXPONENTIAL” giving. 
 
As we move forward with this special look at 
generosity we ask that you be in prayer for all the 
people of 1st Church that they may continue to 
be generous when it comes to helping others 
and help that generosity grow exponentially in 
the days, weeks, months and years ahead.  
 

 1st NEWS 

The world of social media allows us to 
comment on a world of topics.  And while 
these comments can spark important 
conversations it is still important to have 
face to face conversations.  On November 
7th, you are invited to join a conversation 
about a group of Americans who are “stuck 
between a rock and a hard place.”  This 
group makes enough to stay out of poverty, 
but still find themselves barely making ends 
meet.   
 
This conversation is focused on ALICE or 
Asset Limited Income Constrained 
Employed.  What’s behind the problems 
this group faces and what can we do to help 
these neighbors?  Wendy Wand of the 
United Way of Blount County brings us a 
look at the myths surrounding ALICE’s 
situation and why we should all be united 
for her.  

Who is ALICE? 

Doing your part? 

Whether it’s your worship bulletin or that can of  
soda you brought with you to Sunday School 
there are now several places throughout the 
church where you can recycle plastic bottes, 
aluminum cans and paper.  

The paper bins are in the Narthex (between the 
Sanctuary and front doors) and next to the Porte 
Cochere entrance.  

 

Bins for plastic and aluminum cans are in the 
Wesley Hall and Asbury Hall kitchens.    

 

Please do not throw trash into these bins and 
make sure the cans and/or bottles are empty.  
We also can not accept items with heavy food 
residue, like pizza boxes.  

November Focus 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Families are on the move within Family Promise 
of Blount County.  One family is all set to move 
into their new home once the final inspection is 
complete.   
 
Another family, consisting of Mom and Dad and 
their four children, will enter Static Housing this 
week.   
 
Two other families  are waiting for their 
background checks to come back so they can 
enter Static Housing as well. 
  
Amidst everyday labors, big kids and little ones 
alike enjoyed great fun.  Noah, the young driver, 
and Sophia, the pumpkin, met Justice Ginsberg,  
 

a minion and others at 
the Family Promise 
Trunk or Treat event.   
 
A butterfly, 
Spiderman, a clown 
and others came by to 
collect treats too.  
There were no tricks. 
 
What a difference this 
mission makes for 
those who face 
devasting odds but 
are given help from 
volunteers such as 
you.   
 
Because of your efforts, these families can 
overcome the odds and work their way back into 
a place to call home. 
 
Blessings, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 

All Saints’ Day 
Sunday October 31st 
Observed during ALL worship services  
8:15 & 10:30 am 
 
Fall Festival at 1st 
Sunday, October 31st 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 

NEWS from 
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While you could wait for the big sales coming up 
Thanksgiving weekend or order something online 
we do have an event here at the church that can 
help you get a start on your holiday shopping.  
 
The Alternative Gift Fair returns this year on the 
first Sunday of November.  Vendors representing 
non-profit groups, fair trade organizations and 
ministries will be on hand in Wesley Hall and 
Room 202 with thousands of items for sale.  
 
This event provides a way to “give twice” with 
each purchase.  You’re getting a gift for someone  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
else and helping out a good cause at the same 
time.  For 2021, we have a dozen vendors setting 
up for the Alternative Gift Fair.   

We hope you’ll take time on November 7th (from 
9:00 am until 2:00 pm) to do a little shopping.   

 
Check out the 2021 vendors visit: 

1stchurch.org/gift-fair  
 

This year we are requesting that you pay  vendors 
directly for your purchases.   

If you need to purchase all items at one time,  a 
cash box will be available  

for you to pay for your items. 

Shop the World on November 7th 

Event Reminders 

http://1stchurch.org/gift-fair


Celebrate Recovery:  
Where your new story begins.  
 
“Celebrate Recovery is a place where you learn 
suffering isn’t the end of your story, it’s the 
beginning of a new story.”  That’s how Wendi 
describes this vital ministry here at 1st UMC. She’s 
been coming on Wednesday nights for several 
months now after a friend invited her.  “I was 
prompted to come because my husband is an 
alcoholic and a sex addict.” Wendi’s world had 
been broken and she needed a safe place to 
work out her hurts, a place Celebrate Recovery 
provides. 
 
Wendi likes to talk about the welcoming 
experience she received at Celebrate Recovery 
and how no matter how broken you are, or why 
you are broken, there is a 
place for you here. “It’s a 
place where you don’t have 
to put on those masks 
because everybody here has 
shown up.  Because they 
have a loved one who is sick 
or hurt or broken, they are 
that person,” she explains. 
“Everybody here is not here 
because of that spiritual 
picture you saw on 
Instagram.  Nobody is here because of that.  So 
you can tell the truth and I feel grateful for that.” 
 
Life in the suburbs was going well for Wendi who 
had been in a relationship with her husband 
since 2011.  She had what she described as a 
decent-ish house that looked good on the 
outside, but on the inside something serious was 
happening.  “I kept telling myself it will get 
better,” Wendi said, trying to explain away the 
hurt she was experiencing.  God had to set her 
down and help her face her truth. “You are at 
that most broken moment that change happens 
and you start to grow spiritually more mature, 
and you understand what really matters.” 
Celebrate Recovery has brought Wendi closer to 
God and she displays a deep hunger to know 
God better. “I’ve got 51 years of wasted time and 
now I have to get to work!”   
 
Celebrate Recovery is family to Wendi, one that 
has allowed her to sit at the table with God and 

others. “They help me to be brave enough not to 
waste this special gift of brokenness and have 
hope and to celebrate a life and a future that I 
can not see yet and that I didn’t plan.”  
 
Each of us deals with hurts, hang-ups and habits.  
Ignoring them can take a toll on us and the 
people in our lives.  Making the decision to come 
to Celebrate Recovery can be a difficult one and 
one that often takes a friend to nudge us into 
making.  And whether you are the person feeling 
the hurt or causing it, Celebrate Recovery gives 
you a chance to share your stories with others, 
learn ways of coping with the hurt and how to 
find healing.  
 
“When you love someone that suffers from 
addiction, you’re just collateral damage,” Wendi 
said when describing her situation. “You just 

need help dealing with how to love 
somebody that much.  You just 
need a special kind of support and 
love.”  The Celebrate Recovery 
community helped give Wendi that 
love along with a place to begin her 
new story.  Wendi believes God, 
through CR, met her in the 
darkness and walked with her to 
build a testimony of integrity. 
Celebrate Recovery is open to 

everyone.   
 
Each Wednesday evening begins with a meal 
and fellowship at 5:30 followed by a worship 
service at 6:30 that is filled with upbeat and 
inspirational music,  a look at 12 Steps of 
Celebrate Recovery, a time for prayer and stories 
about recovery and what it can do in our lives.  
The evenings end with a time of sharing in small 
groups beginning at 7:40.   
 
Learn more at: CRMaryvilleTN.com.   
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Each Wednesday 
Light Meal at 5:30     
Worship at 6:30     

Share Groups  7:40  

http://CRMaryvilleTN.com
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Check out more about  
1st Youth on the church  

website at: 
1stchurch.org/1st-Youth or 
contact 1st Youth Director, 

Rev. Nathan Irwin at  
982-1273  

or nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

SUNDAY  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

4:00 to 5:00 pm 
 

*No Youth Fellowship on  
Sunday, October 31st which is 

the day of the Fall Festival at 1st.  

YOUTH HANDBELLS 
Meet Sundays at 2:30 pm in Room 252 

(not meeting on October 3rd) 
 

YOUTH CHOIR 
Meet Sunday at 3:15 pm in Room 249 

(not meeting on October 3rd) 

Sunday School 
After a brief break at the beginning of October, the Children’s Sunday 
School program is up and running and looking forward to the holiday 
season.  We would like to thank all the volunteers who have stepped 
up to serve.   
 
If you would like to be a part of 1st Kids Ministries then send us an 
email to info@1stchurch.org.  
 

January 21st—23rd 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge, TN 

Registration opens November 1st. 
Cost is $150 

Links to online registration through  
1st UMC will be available soon.  

Thousands of youth from the 
region come to Pigeon Forge each 

year to experience  
Resurrection Weekend.  

Children’s Activities 
 
Sunday School 
9:15 to 10:20 am each Sunday 
 
Children’s Choirs 
Mondays from 3:30 to 4:30 pm 
 
Children’s Christmas  
Special Event 
Sunday, December 5th at 11:30 
(Pizza and Crafts following morning worship) 
 

http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Rev. Ron Hammond Robert & Sarah Lowe 

Memorial Fund  

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Cindy Thomas  Delois Randolph 
Helen Click   Wally & Nan Werner 
Cindy Thomas  Sidney Lester 
Cindy Thomas  Natalie Bailey 
Jean & Arthur Byrne Diane Kennedy 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
Pam McNealy in the death of her mother Berti Petry on October 21st.  
Ron & Cindy Waters in the death of their daughter, Megan.  Christian sympathy is also extended 
to Megan’s grandparents, Ed & Ginger Waters. 

In Memoriam 

Roberta “Berti” Petry 
 

Joined First Church: 
July 28, 2002 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant: 

October 21, 2021 

*When you sign up for digital communications you are NOT automatically removed from getting printed mailings.   
If you would like to be removed from the mailing list please send us an email to communications@1stchurch.org  

or call 982-1273. 
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