
 
 
 
As November approaches, so does Thanksgiving, my favorite holiday. Sometimes, I feel the tiniest bit of guilt 
about that, since it’s not specifically a holy day, but I quickly let myself off the hook. 
 
Even though Christmas and Easter are the highest holy days of our faith, I lament that they have been so  
co-opted and commercialized by our culture. Beyond the consumerism and candy, Jesus Christ struggles for 
the spotlight that we make him share with Santa and the bunny. Moreover, since Christmas and Easter along 
with their anticipatory seasons of Advent and Lent are times of increased planning and activity in the church 
world, I often feel nearly exhausted when they’ve passed. 
 
Thanksgiving, in contrast, seems both simpler and more relaxing. For me, it more closely fits the definition of a 
holy day—a day that is set apart for devotion to God. I love the opportunity simply to spend a day being 
grateful. 
 
Throughout this month, we will have plenty of opportunities to be grateful for the abundance of blessing in 
which we live: 
 
• On Sunday, November 1st, we will thank God for the lives of those saints who have left our presence and 

entered into God’s in the past year; 
 
• On Sundays November 8th through November 22nd, our worship theme will focus upon gratitude and 

upon generosity as our grateful response to God; 
 
• As Advent begins on November 29th, we will enter into a season of offering gratitude to God for the great 

gift of Jesus Christ - God with us;  
 
• And any day of the week you’re invited to share from your abundance by placing nonperishable items for 

neighbors in need in the brand new blessing box in our church parking lot. 
 
I’m so grateful for the love of Jesus Christ that binds us all together. I’m grateful for the ways you express love 
for God and neighbors through this church’s ministries. I’m grateful for the hope that there are better days 
beyond this pandemic. I’m grateful to God, and I’m grateful to and for you. 
 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
Senior Pastor 1st UMC - Maryville 

A special reflection on Thanksgiving 



The call to Go.Do.  
We want to thank everyone for supporting the Go.Do. Collections throughout the 
month of September. One of those collections was for Susannah’s House, a 
program providing ongoing treatment and support to moms in recovery and their 
children.  You donated hundreds of baby toiletry items that will go to good use 
as Susannah’s House is experiencing an influx of new mothers and babies.   
 
Rev. Sarah Slack and Clayton Hensley (Director of Communications) 
delivered the items to Susannah’s House last week.  The director, Rev. 
Rebekah Fetzer gave them both a tour and told them about the growing need for 
items like the ones delivered.  We hope to have another Go.Do. Collection for 
Susannah’s House in the future.  In the meantime, if you want to help out this 
ministry, visit: http://susannahshouse.org .  
 
In November, we will be having another Go.Do. Collection.  This one is for the Community Food Connection of 
Blount County.   Please bring the following items (which CFC has difficulty obtaining from Second Harvest) to the 
church drop off box on November 17th and November 24th from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm.  
 

Items needed for the November Go.Do. Collection 
Peanut Butter   -  Canned Meat 

A time to say THANKS and a time for GIVING 
In November, we take time to count our blessings and give thanks to God for all that 
he’s provided us.  Given all the challenges we’ve faced in 2020, we might find 
ourselves not being in much of a thankful mood.   
 
The 2020 Stewardship campaign will be a little different this time around.  We want to 
put an emphasis on being thankful while remembering the need for giving. 
 
Just recently Randy Rogers and Brad Lunde built a “Blessing Box” that sits near the 
entrance to the church. The idea came from Jennifer Everhart. People who are able, 
stock it with canned goods and those who need them can come and take some. It’s 
just one example of our giving back to God while helping people in need throughout the 
community.   
 
On November 8th, 15th and 22nd there will be an emphasis on “ThanksGiving” 
during worship and during the week leading up to each Sunday.  In a couple of weeks, 
we will be sending out a special edition of The Church Bell  explaining the different 
ways you can pledge your support to the ministries of 1st UMC Maryville. 

Volunteers Needed 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has created a shortage of volunteers at the Community Food 
Connection of Blount County, one of the organizations 1st UMC supports in many 
different ways.  According to CFC Vice President Linda Wells CFC is in need of regular 
helpers, drivers and leaders.   
  

CFC is operating on a more limited schedule, Monday and Saturday from 10:00 am to Noon and Wednesdays from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Volunteers pre-pack bags and serve clients by drive through only.  Everyone wears masks 
and use every other guideline to keep people safe.  
 
There is also a need for helpers and pick up truck drivers on stocking days which are Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings.  
 

If you are willing to serve in any of the these ways please contact Linda K. Wells at:  
865-995-2271 or lindajkerr@bellsouth.net.  

Susannah’s House Director Rev. 
Rebekah Fetzer welcomes the 
donated items from 1st UMC 

delivered by Rev. Sarah Slack.  

http://susannahshouse.org
mailto:lindajkerr@bellsouth.net?subject=CFC%20Volunteer


Welcome Table 

Children’s Department 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Rowena Huffstetler 

In memory of:              Given by: 
Lee Kull  Bob & Lila Eby 
Lee Kull  Tom & Mary McTeer 
Lee Kull  Gene & Paula Daves 
Lee Kull  MMC Anesthesia Group 
Lee Kull  John Bailes 
Lee Kull  Judy Keller 
Lee Kull  Len & Delaney Sutton 
Lee Kull  LBMC, PC 
Lee Kull  Kelley Colbourne 
Lee Kull  Wade Wilks 
Lee Kull  Jim & Susan Wilks 
Lee Kull  Freddie & Doris Colston 
Lee Kull  Mark & Mary Waters 
Lee Kull  Charles & Mary Beth West 
Lee Kull  Gregg & Karen Parker 
Lee Kull  Jim & Ginger Justice 
Lee Kull  Gregory & Mary Gilbert 
Lee Kull  Gerald & Betty Smith 
Barbara Moss  Charles & Mary Beth West 
Jane Sanders  Charles & Mary Beth West  
Jane Sanders  Gregg & Karen Parker 
Jane Sanders  Gerald & Betty Smith  

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Jane Sanders  Rodney & Julie Nelson 
Jane Sanders  Jewel Rankin  
Barbara Moss  Rodney & Julie Nelson 

Family Promise 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Lee Kull  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 

Memorial Fund 

Joan Gates  
Entered the Church Triumphant 

October 10, 2020 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
Rev. Kenneth Gates in the death of his wife, Joan on 
October 10th.  
 
Jane Pesterfield in the death of her sister, Oveada 
Best Tipton on October 6th. Also Christian sympathy to 
Oveada’s son Darrell Tipton, granddaughter Wendy 
Tipton Teffeteller and great grandson Wyatt Teffeteller  
 
Leslie Cate in the death of his mother, Nancy on 
October 19th.  
 

Music Fund 

Good Neighbors 

In honor of:       Given by: 
Susan Daves (birthday)   Rick & Carolyn Glardon 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:                  Given by: 
Cecil Carmen’s 95th Birthday    Phil & Amy Large 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Lee Kull   Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Barbara Moss   Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Jane Sanders   Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Ron Hammond  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Ernie Blankenship  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Lee Kull   Margaret Thomas  

In Memoriam: 
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It is good to have the Lord to help us through 
these difficult times.  That is especially true 
for the families who would be homeless if not 
for Family Promise and those who make 
that happen, namely, YOU.   
 

Currently three families would be rotating each week to live in 
different host churches.  Due to COVID-19 they are staying in 
transitional units owned by Family Promise.  This is a blessing 
that keeps them and the volunteers safe.  The down side is, they 
pay no rent in the Emergency Shelter Phase of the program 
and there are still expenses for utilities, etc.  Further, fundraisers 
that typically help with known expenses were cancelled.  The 
Executive Director of Family Promise in Blount County especially 
wants you to know what a tremendous difference your donations 
have made in this crisis. 
 
One mother and her daughter recently moved into their own 
home and another family is ready to do the same once 
affordable housing is found. Meanwhile, church rotation has 
been delayed until March 2021.  
        

Learn about ways you can help at:  
 www.blountfamilypromise.org. 

  
Thank you and bless you. 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 

Celebrate Recovery 
It’s good to be back together isn’t it?  The 
Celebrate Recovery family continues to meet  
in-person in Asbury Hall (lower level) each 
Wednesday evening at 6:30 with share groups 
following around 7:00 pm.  This is a place to 
help heal from your hurts, habits and hang-ups.  
Learn more at CRMaryvilleTN.com.  

http://www.blountfamilypromise.org/
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com

