


I am so grateful to God and to dear people like you for the two great faith milestones I will 
celebrate this month. On May 14th, I will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of my baptism on 
Mother’s Day in 1972. Though I was nine months old and don’t have any particular memories of my 
baptism, I sometimes think about the people of Stinson United Methodist Church in Princeton, 
West Virginia, and offer up a prayer of thanksgiving for the vows they made to nurture me into 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Soon after my baptism, my parents moved to my hometown, Abingdon, Virginia, where the 
people of Abingdon UMC made similar vows at my confirmation. On May 9th, I will celebrate the 
fortieth anniversary of my confirmation on Mother’s Day in 1982. I can say with a clear conscience 
that I meant exactly what I said that day when I confessed Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and 
pledged my allegiance to his kingdom. 
 
A few years later, however, on a date that I’ve since forgotten when I was seventeen years old, I felt 
I actually realized and embraced what I had promised. Because all those fine church people had 
kept their vows to nurture my faith, I was able to experience conversion, new life, new birth, an 
intentional decision to live toward God for the rest of my life. 
 
We celebrate another similar experience this month. On May 24, 1738, when he was thirty-five 
years old and had been an ordained minister for a decade, John Wesley had this experience 
described in his journal: 

 
In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was 
reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while 
he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt 
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation: And an 
assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 
the law of sin and death. 

 
Next month, we will welcome the confirmation class of 2022 into the Body of Christ. I hope 
you’ll pray that their hearts will be strangely warmed and that they will feel absolutely 
immersed in the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
And in this Methodist way of “going on to perfection” in love, grace, faith, mercy, and peace, I 
hope you will have moments of heartfelt warmth, reminding you that God isn’t finished with 
you yet and that the very best is yet to come. 
 
Peace to you, 

 
 



New small group study 
Difficult days require honest and candid conversations. 
Come join us as we delve into "Drop the Stones" a study 
guided with wisdom and courage to help navigate you 
through life's deep waters. Bernice Howard leads this 
8-week study. Participants will need to purchase books 
prior to the start of the study. They are available on 
Amazon.com.  Sign up at 1stchurch.org/stones.  
 
If you have any questions please email Bernice at 
bernicehhoward@gmail.com.  

How wonderful was it to 
celebrate Easter this 

year?  From a beautiful 
sunrise service at 

Montgomery Ridge 
School to the three 

worship services here at 
the church, we hope you 

enjoyed the special 
music and the message 

of how Christ’s 
Resurrection leads us to 
an expansive life.  Please 

share your Easter 
pictures and memories 

with us  on our social 
media channels or 

emailing us at:  

communications@1stchurch.org  

A discussion about moving forward 
On May 9th, dozens of people from all around the Holston Conference 
will be here at 1st Church as part of the Forward United Conference.  
This gathering of clergy and lay members features presentations, 
panel discussions and conversations aimed at demonstrating what it 
means to be united in love and grace.  
 
Forward United happens from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm in Asbury Hall.  
The event is free with lunch costing $10.  Please help us get a good 
count of how many people will be there by registering online at:  
1stchurch.org/forward-united.  
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Not pictured: 
Fisher Harling  

Jackson Brinkley  

Caroline plans on attending 
Furman University  

in the fall.  

Caroline Cox 

Carter plans on attending 
East Tennessee State 
University in the fall.  

Carter Cox 

Megan plans on continuing 
her education and her 
soccer career at Middle 

Tennessee State University.  

Cade plans on entering the 
College of Business at the 
University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville this fall.  

Wesley Cade Johnson 

Lake is attending the 
University of Alabama in the 
fall. He plans on majoring in 

Aerospace Engineering.   

Isabella will graduate from 
Homelife Academy and will 
attend Samford University 

to major in Human 
Development and Family 
Science for social work in 
foster care and adoption.  

Isabella Morstatt 

Ellie will attend the 
University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville where she plans to 
major in Sociology and 
pursue a career in law.  

Jack plans on attending 
Pellissippi State in the fall.  

Jack MacGregor Walker 

Megan Carroll 

Lake Larson 

Ellie Smith 

Mary Haisten Gattis  

Mary plans on attending 
the School of 

Communications at the 
University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville in the fall.  

Graduate Recognition  
Sunday  

is May 8th.  



RE: Nuggets & Nonsense 
On Saturday, April 30th, 1st Kids is once again offering parents a little time out from the kids as we 
host another “Nuggets and Nonsense” event.  The cost is $5, which you can pay at the door.  The 
event is open to children 6 months old through 6th grade and lasts from 5:30 pm until 8:30 pm.  
Please sign up at 1stchurch.org/nuggets or call the church office at 865-982-1273 by Thursday, April 
28th.  
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Junior/Senior High Assembly 
June 27th - July 1st 

Tennessee Wesleyan University  
Cost is $150   

Register online at:  
1stchurch.org/summer2022  

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

From a jubilant procession with palm 
leaves to a special egg hunt telling the 
story of the Resurrection, Holy Week & 
Easter were definitely special days for  

1st Kids and their parents.  

Help us celebrate GOD’s greatness! 
The 1st Kids Team has been working hard to make plans 
for Vacation Bible School this year.  We know folks have 
missed this annual event and are happy to bring it to 
you June 13th through June 17th.  

To make VBS truly MONUMENTAL we need people to 
step up and serve in a variety of ways from becoming a 
crew leader, part of the kitchen team, a volunteer in the 
Imagination Station and much more.  The complete list 
and the volunteer form can be found at 1stchurch.org/
vbs.  You can also register your children for VBS via the 
form on the same page.  

Summer Impact Trip  
to Cincinnati 

July 10th - 15th 
Cost is $150  

Register online at: 
1stchurch.org/summer2022 

Nathan will be the Minister in Residence at Camp 
Wesley Woods from June 12th—June 24th. 

June 13th - June 17th 
5:30 pm Dinner 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Activities 
1stchurch.org/vbs 

Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 202 

Youth Summer 
Day Trips 

June 10th & 22nd 
July 7th & 21st 

 
Details coming soon.  
No sign up needed.  

http://1stchurch.org/nuggets
http://1stchurch.org/assembly
http://1stchurch.org/vbs
http://1stchurch.org/vbs
http://1stchurch.org/assembly


Celebrate Recovery Schedule for May 2022 
 
May 4th 
Relapse  
 
May 11th 
Worship Night 
Come enjoy a special evening of music, prayer and a little 
bit of  Scripture.  
 
May 18th  
Gratitude 
 
May 25th 
Special Guest: Rusty Manis   

Thank you to everyone who provided meals for 
the 6 adults and 7 children currently in the 
Emergency Shelter phase of Family Promise for 
1st UMC's host week. Thank you too for those who 
were part of the Resurrection Run.  Almost 
$15,000 was raised to help families in Blount 
County.  While that is a sizeable sum, it takes 
even more funds to operate this vital mission. 

 
Through hard work Family Promise of Blount County received two national grants.  The first is from 
the Partners in Housing Program.  This unique solution is designed to assist families  experiencing 
homelessness.  Not only do they transition quickly into housing but also home ownership.  Families 
who graduated from Family Promise enter manufactured housing units and receive supportive 
case management. 

Grow with Google is the second grant.  What a timely blessing 
this is for those who may have been laid off from jobs in food 
service, retail and similar lower wage, hourly jobs due to  
COVID-19.  With the landscape of more jobs requiring technology 
skills, this grant allows those without an advanced degree or the 
means to get one to gain those skills.  Family Promise 
participants and the public at large may receive scholarships to 
get free training from Google at one's own pace.  
 

 
Visit https://blountfamilypromise.org/grow-with-google/  

                                                      for details on how to apply. 
 
Future host dates at 1st Church are July 18th - 25th, and October 10th - 17th.   
Bless you for all you do.  Your efforts truly make a difference. 
 
Yours In Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large:   
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 

Help Family Promise out on 
May 9th by ordering Pizza 
from Blaze Pizza in Alcoa.  
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Memorials & Honorariums 

Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                             ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                          sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                              mhall                            ext. 106 
 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery           ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson       janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                               clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist) DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Kristi Alton              kalton@1stchurch.org  
Carmen Faircloth                                        ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                         nirwin                         ext.202 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                      ext. 103 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Robinson             drobinson                      ext. 101 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                  chensley                       ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott                       ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff                      982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  

Staff 
Contacts The main church phone number is 865-982-1273. 

*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

In memory of: Given by: 
Thelma Labhart Sojourners Sunday School Class 
Thelma Labhart Roy & Sara Gregory 
Roy Stinnett  Sojourners Sunday School Class 
Roy Stinnett  Tom & Diana Talley 
Roy Stinnett  Marcia Reichard 
Roy Stinnett  Linda Gass 
Roy Stinnett  Habitat for Humanity 
Roy Stinnett  Herb Dixon 
Roy Stinnett  Wade & Mary Lynn Long 
Roy Stinnett  Roy & Sara Gregory 
Roy Stinnett  Eileen Johnson 
Roy Stinnett  Carolyn Johnson 
Roy Stinnett  Rebekah Thompson 
Roy Stinnett  Nancy, Laura & Beth 
Roy Stinnett  Joe & Joanna Damons 
Roy Stinnett  Stacy Clark 
Roy Stinnett  Shanna Hearon 
Roy Stinnett  Carol Jamerson 
Roy Stinnett  Judy Blackstock 
Roy Stinnett  Roughnecks MC 

In memory of: Given by: 
Don Watson  Turner & Marcia Fisher 

Welcome Table 

In memory of: Given by: 
Roy Stinnett  Nathan Rainwater 
Roy Stinnett  Randy & Priscilla  
                                      Rainwater 
Roy Stinnett  Farragut Primary  
                                     School  
Roy Stinnett  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Roy Stinnett  Julie Labhart  

UMCOR (continued) 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
 
Joann Myers in the death of her daughter, Donna 
Lerulli on March 18th.   
 
Pam Beard in the death of her aunt, LaRue Paris 
McHugh on April 4th. 
 
Bonnie Kate Sugg in the death of her husband Ben 
on February 2, 2022.  
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In Memoriam: Ben Sugg 
Joined First Church: July 26, 1970 
Entered the Church Triumphant: February 2, 2022 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of: Given by: 
Edna Berry   Jerry & Lin Reichelt  
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Join us on Sundays: 
8:15 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:30 Contemporary Worship in Asbury Hall 


