Pastoral Transitions
Dear 1st UMC Maryville,
We will be welcoming Rev. Jonathan Jonas as our Senior Pastor at 1st UMC - Maryville in July. Our District
Superintendent, Jason Gattis, informed me in a meeting March 14th that this transition comes at the Bishop's
request. Our hearts are a bit heavy, but we are also excited for Reverend Nance as she embarks on her
appointment to serve as Senior Minister at Church Street UMC in Knoxville. Pastors Sarah, Matt, and Nathan
will continue their ministries with 1st UMC Maryville.
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee had a Zoom meeting with Jonathan and Jason in this new normal
committee format. We are looking forward to beginning our personal adventure with Jonathan and his family
this summer. They will move into the parsonage on Wednesday, June 24th. Pastor Jonathan’s first Sunday with
us will be July 5th.
Grace and Peace,
Cheryl Coleman
(You will find more about Rev. Jonathan Jonas on the next page.)
Chairperson, SPRC
Dear Church Family,
One of the vows ministers take at ordination is to go where we are sent. Being sent
somewhere is always an exciting time filled with a bit of apprehension but also
anticipation. What we are not taught in seminary or prepared for in the ordination
process is that to be sent somewhere, you must leave somewhere. I had not planned on
leaving First Maryville this year, but then, I had not planned on leaving Beaver Ridge
UMC six years ago! And what a wonderful six years this has been. My heart is full as I
think back over the lessons I learned here, the relationships formed, and the ministry
shared. Your heart for mission and your commitment to discipleship make up the soul of
this church. I am so proud of First United Methodist Church and am honored that I had
the opportunity to serve here. It has been a blessing to me!
Brad and I have so enjoyed living in Maryville and being a part of this community. Walking the greenway and
being able to hear the MHS band from the back porch are part of the good memories here. Brad is grateful that
he was able to sing with the Chancel Choir. Cantata Sundays and Easter Sundays will be cherished memories!
When the Bishop told me she wanted to move me, my first question to her was “who will serve at Maryville?”
When she said Jonathan Jonas the shock and anxiety eased into acceptance. I have the highest respect for
Jonathan and enjoy being in his presence. I have worked with him on a conference committee and admire his
integrity, his thoughtfulness, and his humor! You will enjoy getting to know him.
My last Sunday will be June 14th which seems a long way off as we continue to do things online. There is much
work to be done as we plan to resume activities and make adjustments to the way we’ve always done things.
You have continued to be a healthy church during the pandemic and I know you will continue to adapt
gracefully and faithfully as we move into the future. You have strong clergy with Sarah, Nathan, and Matt and a
talented staff who are committed to this church and to a smooth transition. I know that when Jonathan arrives,
he will say as I said, “This is a great church!”
Blessings to you,
Catherine
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onathan Jonas is a native of Abingdon, Virginia,
where he grew up on his family’s farm and learned
the love of Jesus at Abingdon United Methodist
Church. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree from Emory
& Henry College and his master of divinity from Emory
University’s Candler School of Theology.

Meet your new senior pastor
and his family
Start date: July 1st
First Sunday, July 5th

His wife Suzanne is also a native of Abingdon and an alumna
of King University. She has taught French at every age level
from preschool through high school, but she has also cherished
time at home with each of their five children as a stay-at-home
mom.
Their children are:
* Grace, who will graduate from Virginia High School this
spring and enroll in Emory & Henry College in the fall;
* Brett, who is a rising sophomore;
* Micah, who will be in ninth grade;
* Sage, a rising second grader;
* Josie, whose third birthday is in June.

Through twenty-four years of ministry in the Holston Conference, Jonathan has served as:
* Associate Pastor of State Street UMC in Bristol, Virginia;
* Pastor of Sulphur Springs UMC in Jonesborough, Tennessee;
* Senior Pastor of First Farragut UMC in Farragut, Tennessee;
* Pastor of First UMC in Marion, Virginia;
and for the past six years, Senior Pastor of State Street UMC.

A letter from Church Administrator Mark Blodgett
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness during these extraordinary times.
You gave UMCOR $11,000 in March to communicate the love of Christ by providing tangible relief and assistance
to the victims of the Nashville area tornados.
You gave almost $26,000 in response to Easter (channeling Catherine - we are Easter people!). Family Promise
of Blount County, Good Neighbors, The Community Food Connection, and Welcome Table all have more
resources to continue vital ministry to the most vulnerable members of our community.
You found a new path to worship with your tithes and offerings.
So many of you have seamlessly transitioned to mailing your
offering or giving your offering online. Seeing, every day, the
evidence of your love for Christ and His church at work in our
community, has been a boundless encouragement.

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord
make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26

Mark
Church activities can not resume until Bishop Dindy Taylor gives the okay, and even then, a return to activities has
to be designed in a way to keep everyone safe. To help figure out the best practices for a safe return, there is a
special task force in place. Here is a look at who is on it:
Staff: Mark Blodgett, Sarah Slack & Nathan Irwin
Congregation: Mary Beth West, Dr. Cheryl Coleman, Justin Small & Joey Smith

Guy Lucier
Joined First Church
September 22, 2019

Rose Mary Ballard
Joined First Church
July 20, 2003

Entered the Church Triumphant
April 8, 2020

Entered the Church Triumphant
April 8, 2020

Rev. Ron Hammond
Retired United Methodist Minister
Entered the Church Triumphant
April 19, 2020

Ernie Blankenship
Joined First Church
August 25, 2002

In Memoriam:

Rev. Jack (Jackuline) Bennett Porter
Retired United Methodist Minister
Entered the Church Triumphant
April 3, 2020
Christian sympathy extended to:

Memorials & Honorariums

Phyllis Cirella in the death of her sister, Marilyn Buckley
on April 23rd.
Sam Barto in the death of his mother LaRue Barto on
April 16th.
Barbara Hammond and her family in the death of
Barbara’s Husband, Rev. Ron Hammond on April 19th.
Fran Lucier and her family in the death of her husband
Guy on April 8th.
The family of Rose Mary Ballard who died on April 8th.
Pat Blankenship and her family in the death of her
husband Ernie on April 24th.
Ruth Porter and her family in the death of her husband
Rev. Jack Porter on April 3rd.

Building Fund
In memory of:
Ron Hammond

Given by:
Kristine Tallent Brock

Given by:
David & Beverly Sherrod

Habitat for Humanity
In memory of:
Dennis Raines

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Jack Porter
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Ron Hammond
Guy Lucier
Dennis Raines
Dennis Raines
Dennis Raines

Given by:
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Sarah Dunsmore
Jim & Connie Barlow
Charles & Sandra Huddleston
Charlie & Linda Rogers
June Marsh Roller
Wanda Marsh Edwards
Herb & Barbara Sadler
John Paulk
Friends
Robert & Linda Smith
Jerry McCombs
Timothy & Bettina Priest
Laura Brake
Garst Sunday School Class
Bill & Flo Curtis
Bob & Lila Eby
Jim & Mary Kay Hamlin

Orchestra Fund

Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
Kevan Taylor Sherrod

Entered the Church Triumphant
April 24, 2020

Given by:
Rex & Marilyn Davis

In memory of:
Ron Hammond

Given by:
Gene & Frances Lovell

Welcome Table
In memory of:
Don Watson
Anna Slawson
Dennis Raines
Lyoren Teffeteller
Lyoren Teffeteller
Dennis Raines
Jack Porter

Given by:
Marcia Watson Fisher
Rock & Julie Rochelle
Rocky & Julie Rochelle
Rocky & Julie Rochelle
Don & Beverly Fint
Gerald & Betty Smith
Larry & Lynn Ladd
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This Easter Celebration by: Carolyn Gillette
(to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation)

This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known.
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too.
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood.
No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.
Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see —
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed.
In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.
We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be
a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.
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This new hymn by Carolyn Gillette was used
during this year’s Easter Worship service.
This Easter Celebration was written at a time
when most churches are closed and people
have remained at home because of the COVID19 pandemic. Since Easter Sunday we have
used other hymns from Carolyn Gillette.

