
Easter is the reason. 

This column could end with that single profound sentence because Easter is the 
reason for so much of what we do and even who we are as the Body of Christ in the 
world. 

Easter is the reason that we celebrate our faith together in worship every Sunday 
morning. For our ancestors in the faith, the people of Israel, the most important day of 
the week was the seventh day of the week, a day set aside for sabbath rest. We 
Christians set aside the first day of the week for worship and praise because it is the 
day of resurrection, of new beginning. 

 

Easter is the reason that we celebrate life, faith, and resurrection, even in the face of 
death. The Old Testament is filled with stories and descriptions of mourning, with 
sackcloth, ashes, and torn garments. Because of Easter, however, our mourning is 
always tempered by joy! We leave this life to enter into eternal life in the presence of 
our Lord and Savior. 

 

Easter is the reason for Good Friday, Maundy Thursday, the season of Lent, and 
the celebration of baptism. We acknowledge the human frailties of sin, sickness, and 
death to remind us of our need for the love, grace, and mercy of God. Easter, with its 
message of triumph over sin and death, reminds us that God is all-powerful even 
over the things before which we feel absolutely powerless. 

 

Easter is the reason for our faith. We do not make votive offerings to idols, hoping 

for rain or fertility. We do not bow before an icon or image, hoping to curry the favor 

of an invisible bestower of hope or calamity. We bow before the one who has 

triumphed over sin and death. Easter is the reason. 

Easter is Sunday, April 4th 
Check out this edition for details 

on Holy Week and Easter 
Celebration plans.  
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Sarah (Lawson) and Kyle Ingram welcomed their baby boy,  
Henry Fredrick Ingram on February 24th.   

The Church Bell                  Page 2 



Starting March 7th, limited in-person worship returns to 1st 
Church. On that first Sunday morning we will meet at 10:30 am 
in Asbury Hall (lower level) where COVID-19 safety protocols 
are already in place.  The hope is that very soon we will return 
to a schedule of multiple services each Sunday morning. 

 

Online worship services will still be offered at 10:00 am on the 
church Facebook page, the church YouTube channel and on 
the church website at 1stchurch.org/worship.  

 

Since March 7th is the first Sunday of the month we will 
celebrate Holy Communion together during the 10:30 am 
worship service in Asbury Hall.  Because we know not everyone is ready to return to indoor gatherings, we are 
making the communion portion of the service available LIVE online. That should happen around 11:00 am.  In 
addition to Facebook and YouTube, the service will also be available via Zoom for all who seek a little more 
interaction. To get the Zoom login information please email Rev. Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org.  It will 
also be available in Rev. Jonathan Jonas’ Friday email.  If you aren’t signed up for that, you can do so on the 
church website under the “1stStop” tab.  

 

For those needing the elements at home, you can pick up pre-packaged elements and a copy of the communion 
liturgy on Saturday, March 6th from Noon until 1:00 pm at the Porte Cochere (covered drop off area).  

As people begin returning to the church for worship, in-person activities will also be starting up again.  
COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place including limits on the numbers of people that can be in a room.   
To reserve a space please visit 1stchurch.org/facility or contact Rev. Nathan Irwin at 865-982-1273 or email 
him at nirwin@1stchurch.org.  
 
Children’s programming resumes March 7th starting with Sunday School. More details can be found on page 5 of 
the newsletter or on the website at 1stchurch.org/1st-kids.   
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Coming together again for worship & communion 

Go.Do. February Collection 

Small Group Gatherings 

On the right is a picture of  the shelves at  the Norwood UMC pantry in 
Knoxville. Thanks to your generosity in February, we were able to give 
this small church’s ministry a big boost. 
 
The Go.Do. collection resulted in a donation to Norwood of: 
 
• 510 rolls of toilet paper 
• 440 bars of soap 
• 180 sticks of deodorant 
 
We are working on putting together a Go.Do. Collection for March.  
Please stay tuned to our church communication channels for details.  

http://1stchurch.org/worhip
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/facility
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
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They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  
but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.   

Luke 24:2-3 

A 
re you ready to celebrate the “Good News” of Jesus’ resurrection?  Easter Sunday is coming up on April  
4th and we hope you can be a part of the celebration.  In the days leading up to this special Sunday we 
will have several opportunities to worship together both in-person and online. Be sure and mark the 
dates below on your calendar and invite your friends and family to be part of the celebrations.  

(For all in-person activities, COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place including masks and social distancing.)   

P 
alm Sunday is a time when we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 
It is the beginning of what we refer to as Holy Week (the days leading up to Easter 
Sunday). On March 28th, we invite you to join us online at 10:00 am on Facebook   

          or YouTube or in-person at 10:30 am.  

M 
aundy Thursday is on April 1st . This is a time we focus on the new 
commandment Jesus gives us to “love one another.”  On this day we will offer 
opportunities to observe this important tradition. Please join us at 7:00 pm either 

online or at the church for the Maundy Thursday in-person service.  

G 
ood Friday is a reminder of the hopelessness and finality that was surely sensed 
among Jesus’ followers in the wake of a very public and humiliating display of 
“justice” before corrupt power. At 7:00 pm on April 2nd you are invited to join us   

            for this somber and meaningful service both online and in-person.  

E 
aster Sunday, April 4th!  What a time to celebrate. The Good News of Jesus’ 
resurrection rings out as the sun rises. The tomb is empty and Jesus is alive.  Join 
us outside the church at 7:00 am for our Sunrise Service.   Then at 10:30 am,   

          everything moves to the parking lot of the church where we will celebrate the  
          Good News together in a special outdoor Easter Worship Service. The church will  
          provide the chairs and all will be spaced at safe distances from each other.  For  
          those wanting to worship from home, our Easter Services will premiere online at   
         10:00 am on our usual channels.  



Confirmation Class Reminder 
In the coming weeks, Rev. Jonathan Jonas will coordinate and lead a confirmation class with the 
assistance of our other pastors and program staff. The class will meet on March 7th, 21st, and 28th, and 
on April 11th, 18th, and 25th, concluding with a confirmation celebration in our worship service(s) on May 
2nd.  The first few sessions will meet via Zoom at 5:00 pm. 
 
Confirmation classes are generally for young people in sixth grade and above, or ages twelve and up. 
Please contact Rev. Jonathan Jonas (jjonas@1stchurch.org), Denise Johns (djohns@1stchurch.org), or 
Nathan Irwin (nirwin@1stchurch) to learn more. 
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Meeting again 
 
In-person Youth meetings are set to 
resume on March 21st.  
 
The gatherings will happen at the 
Friendship Shelter from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.  

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

Celebrate Wonder  
Whether your children are returning to in-person Sunday School or want to continue learning at home, we 
are excited about our new Celebrate Wonder curriculum. The videos for each week along with outlines for 
lessons and some activities will be available on the church website.  The section with the videos and 
outlines will require a password which you can get emailed to you by filling out the form at 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids.   
 
We’ll also be posting materials in the 1st Kids Facebook Group.  If you haven’t join that yet, just go to 
the 1st UMC Facebook page and look for the groups tab.   
(We’ll work quickly to approve all requests to join.) 

For more  
Information visit: 

1stchurch.org/1st-Youth  
or 

Contact 1st Youth Director, 
Rev. Nathan Irwin at:  

982-1273 or  
nirwin@1stchurch.org 

Return of Children’s Programming 
On March 7th, in-person Children’s Sunday School starts up again.  It’s open for children ages 4 through 
the 6th grade. In order to make sure there is adequate space and that safety protocols can be followed, 
we ask that you make a reservation for your child by Friday morning at 1stchurch.org/reservations.  
 
Kids Own Worship will resume during the 10:30 am worship service. Wednesday evenings, children’s 
programming is from 6:45 pm to 8:00 pm.  You can reserve spots for each of these weekly events online 
as well (KOW by Friday morning and Wednesday evenings by Tuesday at Noon.)  

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
https://1stchurch.org/1st-kids#form-4143836
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2229870450572378
http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
http://1stchurch.org/reservations


Currently there are two families in the static shelter phase of Family Promise and three in transitional housing.  
Within the five families, three different Family Promise kids celebrated birthdays. Gracelyn reached her milestone 
of turning one and big brother Noah turned six. Anna Grace is four and Dominic turned seven. 

The next host week for 1
st 

UMC is set for April 18th - 25th .   There will be opportunities for donations and meals to 
cover the week just as there was this past January.  Details will come later.   

Other host weeks are July 18th - 25th and October 10th -17th.   Meanwhile, another opportunity to help is to Sign 
up for the 2021 Resurrection Run!  You can participate in this virtual 5K run/walk ANYWHERE.  Register 
online @ runsignup.com and complete your miles in your neighborhood, at a park, or even on your 
treadmill.  Each step you take supports families experiencing homelessness. 

Bless all who help these families on their journey to find the road that leads to their own home.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC 

Each Wednesday night you are invited to be part of Celebrate Recovery. This ministry helps people 
overcome their hurts, habits and hang-ups.   
 
Worship services are at 6:30 pm each week in Asbury Hall (and streaming online). Share groups meet 
afterward at 7:00 pm.  Below is a look at what’s coming up in the next couple of weeks.  

CRMaryvilleTN.com 
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NEWS from 

MARCH 10th 
Faith is the evidence of our trust in God.  
True faith is the result of surrender 
coupled with experience that God can and 
will do for us if we ask for help.  

MARCH 17th 
Tolerance is knowing the other person 
has the same spirit in them as us and 
being curious about what that spirit is 
trying to do.  

http://runsignup.com/


Good Neighbors 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Linda Dilgard  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Willie G. Lane, Sr.  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
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In honor of:   Given by: 
Katie Lawson  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Iva Martin  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 

Music Memorial 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Alex Moore  Garst Sunday School Class 
Roger Elder  Steve & Martha Shields 
Marilyn Davis  Kathy Dorner 

Memorial Fund 

United Methodist Women 

In honor of:   Given by: 
Rob Davis  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Ray Ball 
Marilyn Davis  Jeannie Collier 
Marilyn Davis  John & Marion Palk 
Marilyn Davis  Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Marilyn Davis  Jane Mock 
Marilyn Davis  Philip & Janice McKenry 
Marilyn Davis  Phil & Amy Large 
Marilyn Davis  Kristine Brock 
Marilyn Davis  Leland & Lisa Blackwood 
Marilyn Davis  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Marilyn Davis  TN Valley Asset Management 
Marilyn Davis  Bob & Lila Eby 
Marilyn Davis  Mr. & Mrs. Freeman Buckner 
Marilyn Davis  Dan & Chris Johnson 
Marilyn Davis  Bernice Forshay 
Marilyn Davis  Gerald & Betty Smith 
Marilyn Davis  Bill & Marilyn Johnson 
Marilyn Davis  Judy Keller 
Marilyn Davis  Bobby & Gail Etheredge 
Marilyn Davis  Sharron Kull 
Marilyn Davis  Jerry & Janis Cunningham 
Marilyn Davis  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
Marilyn Davis  Jim & Mary Kay Hamlin 
Marilyn Davis  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Marilyn Davis  Mary Helen Peery 
Marilyn Davis  Kay Phillips 
 

Christian Sympathy extended to:  

Shelly Robinson in the death of her husband, Bill Robinson on January 9th.  

Pam McNealy in the death of her father Col. Jack Ralph Petry on January 12th. 

Vicky Flynn in the death of her sister Wilma Sue Gilbert on February 25th.  

Joe Leatherwood in the death of his mother, Betty King Leatherwood on February 28th. 

Glen Doig in the death of his mother, Jean Doig on March 1st. 

Marilyn Kelso in the death of her mother, Sarah Powell on March 1st.  
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In this edition: 

• In-Person worship resumes on March 7th 

• A look at Holy Week and Easter 2021 

• Celebrate Wonder with 1st Kids Ministries 

• A look at what’s coming up at Celebrate Recovery 


