
An act of care, compassion and hospitality 
 
What a blessing it has been over the past few weeks to hear the congregation’s voices lifted in song 
as we’ve worshiped together on Sunday mornings! What a relief and joy it has been to hear that the 
CDC and other agencies have updated guidelines for all who are vaccinated. I’m so grateful for these 
glimmers of hope, and I know you are too. 
 
I’m so grateful, too, for the ways in which you continue to care for each other as we are finally making 
our way out of all these months of pandemic. 
 
A common question over the past couple of weeks has been, “How much longer will we wear masks 
in worship?” So many of us are longing to put them aside with hopes of never picking them up again! 
Please keep up the good work a bit longer until more of our young people have the opportunity to be 
vaccinated. 
 
Thank you for considering mask-wearing an act of care, compassion, and hospitality. It’s not meant to 
be a rule or an expression of fear. Instead, it’s our congregation’s continuing effort not to be a 
stumbling block or obstacle to any of our brothers, sisters, neighbors, or children who haven’t yet 
been vaccinated. 
 
Thank you for continuing to wear a mask in our worship spaces and in all common spaces in which 
we cannot be certain that everyone is vaccinated. In smaller group settings in which you have that 
assurance, please feel free to show your smile! 
 
Once again, thank you for this simple gesture of love for neighbors. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
Senior Pastor 
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Andrew Best graduated from 
Maryville High School.  He plans 
on attending ETSU in the fall, 
majoring in Business Accounting.  

Jack & Reed Barham graduated 
from Maryville High School. Both are 

planning to attend the University of 
Tennessee in  Knoxville this fall.  

Elizabeth West graduated from 
Maryville High School and plans 
on attending the University of 
South Carolina in the fall.  

Quinn Havner graduated from 
Maryville High School.  He plans on 
going to Pellissippi State then 
transferring to the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville.   
He plans on majoring in  
Chemical Engineering.  

Emily Morton graduated from  
Carson-Newman University with 
a major in Child Family Studies 
and a minor in Psychology!  She 
just started a job with the Blount 
County Department of Children’s 
Services as a case manager in 
Foster Care.  She is also 
engaged to be married.  

Melissa Kelley graduated from 
Maryville College with a 

Bachelors of Arts in Sociology.  

Samantha Ousley graduated from the 
University of Tennessee with a major in 
Psychology and a minor in Music.  

Tanner Thompson graduated 
from Maryville High School.  He 
plans on attending Tennessee 
Tech in the Fall. 



 
On Sunday, May 23rd, the Contemporary Worship 
Service  returned to our schedule.  We were all 
celebrating Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian 
Church, so this was a great gift for the occasion.    
 
At this time all of our worship services are happening 
and continued COVID-19 safety protocols remain in 
place.   In response to the May 14th statement from the 
Centers for Disease Control,  the Bishop and Cabinet of 
the Holston Conference said, “trying to protect others, 
we continue to ask all people to wear a mask.  
However, in situations where you can be sure everyone 
is vaccinated, the need to wear a mask is removed.”  So 
for the time being we do ask that you wear a mask 
during all worship services and in common areas as 
well as continue to observe social distancing as much 
as possible.  
 
1st UMC staff and Church Council continue to look at 
ways to bring things back closer to “normal.”   Sunday 
School Classes can now return to their pre-COVID 
meeting spaces and many activities curtailed by the 

pandemic are now moving forward with their regular 
routines.  
 
Choir and band leadership of worship has resumed.  
Singers should be vaccinated and all will wear masks.  
Congregational singing has resumed in the sanctuary 
(while wearing masks).   However, at this time there will 
not be congregational singing in the Contmporary 
Service.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Live streaming of all worship services continues online.  

See page 6 for changes in the  
Celebrate Recovery schedule. 

Temperatures in the upper 80s and 
lower 90s remind us that Summer is 
just around the corner.  Because of 
that we want to stress the 
importance of only bringing  
non-perishable items to our Blessing 
Box. Canned items work best in the 
box.   
 
However, things like fresh produce 
and bread can deteriorate rapidly in 
the heat and we want to make sure 
the items in the Blessing Box are 

able to be used by the people who 
need them.  In addition to keeping 
perishable items out of the box, we 
also ask that you not bring in 
expired or out of date items. 
 
The Blessing Box continues to meet 
the needs of people in the 
community and is a great way for us 
to all Go.Do. throughout the year.  
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Together More Often 

Welcome Table Needs 

Blessing  Box  

Welcome Table is still operating at 1st Church as a "To-Go" 
service.  Meals are handed out each Thursday evening in drive-through 
style at the back of the church.  We could use your help 
with desserts!  We need volunteers to bring cookies or brownies,  
home-baked or store-bought once a month on Thursday. 
 

If you would like to help, please fill out the form at:  
1stchurch.org/welcome-table.  

 
Someone from Welcome Table will contact you to answer your 
questions and get your dessert delivery scheduled. 



Volunteer Day for Habitat  

As we begin a new Sunday morning worship theme 

in June, our senior pastor Jonathan Jonas will offer 

a complementary Bible study on Sunday evenings 

at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  

Scholars, writers, and commentators often refer to 

the Acts of the Apostles as “the biography of the 

Holy Spirit.” On Sunday mornings in June and July, 

our worship theme is “Ecclesia: Lessons from the 

Early Church.”  

Sunday nights, Jonathan will lead a study on the 

presence of the Holy Spirit in scripture. Watch 

Jonathan’s Friday email messages, our website, 

and social media for the Zoom link. 
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Take a Ride for Compassion  

A Closer Look at Acts    
SUNDAY NIGHTS AT 7:00 AM 

Beginning June 6th 

Next month we hope you’ll take time to help raise 
mental health awareness while supporting 
Compassion Counseling Center by going for a ride 
on your bike.   
 
The “Cruise for Compassion” ride is from June 
12th through June 26th. How far you ride is up to 
you.  In addition to the participant registration tier, 
Compassion Counseling is also looking for people 
to sponsor riders.   
 
You can learn all about this event and sign up at: 
CCCMaryville.org/cruiseforcompassion.  

As you can see in this picture from 1st UMC member and Habitat 
volunteer, Sara Gregory, work is progressing nicely with the 1st UMC 
Habitat build.  Your generosity with the Christmas and Easter Offerings 
insured that we had enough money to pay for this build, but volunteers are 
still needed to keep things moving along.    

 

In June Habitat’s corporate partner Altar’d State will be making a big push 
for volunteers.  On Monday, June 21st at 9:30 Rev. Sarah Slack will be 
leading volunteers in prayer at 9:30 am at the 1st UMC build in Alcoa.  If 
you would like to volunteer for this special build day please contact Pastor 
Sarah at sslack@1stchurch.org or call 865-982-1273.  

The Good News According to Luke 
Thursdays at 6:00 pm 

Starting June 24th 

In June, Bernice Howard leads a 
study taking a closer look at the 
Gospel of Luke.  This study uses 
the Bible and Richard Rohr’s 
book, “The Good News 
According to Luke.”  The book 
offers thoughtful reflections, 
unique insights and epiphanies 
that cut to the soul of things.  
Rohr not only offers a wealth of 
insight on Luke, but also a 
clarion call for us to follow Jesus 
today.  
 

This study is from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm on 
Thursday evenings beginning June 24th and runs 
through August 12th.  It will be in room 202.  
 

Sign up at 1stchurch.org/Luke or  
call the church office at 982-1273 

http://cccmaryville.org/cruiseforcompassion
http://1stchurch.org/luke
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VBS format is changing 
While we had hoped to have an in-person 
Vacation Bible School experience, a recent 
evaluation of our plans led to the difficult  
decision of moving the event ONLINE only. 
 
An online VBS provides everyone with the opportunity 
to participate and learn in a safe manner without 
gathering in large groups.  The dates for Vacation Bible 
School remain the same, July 11th through July 15th.   
 
If your child would like to participate in the VBS 
experience online and have VBS materials delivered to 
your home please sign up at 1stchurch.org/VBS 
starting on June 9th.    
 
While there may be disappointment in not coming 
together for Vacation Bible School, 1st Kids Ministries 
will be holding several events for smaller groups.  
 

Home Food Deliveries 
Starting June 15

th   
and going through July 20

th
,  the 

Food Fairy Home Delivery program will be delivering 
food to the homes of needy families from Montvale 
School.   Counselors at Montvale School selected the 
families for this program.  
 
On Tuesday of each week volunteers will gather here 
at the church to pack the food at 9:00 am. This will only 
take about 30 minutes and the church van will be 
loaded up with food by 9:30 and deliveries should be 
finished by 11:00 am.  
  
There are opportunities for children to pack food and 
accompany church staff to deliver the food each 
week.  The church will purchase perishable items like 
fruit to include in the bags. We are asking you to help 
provide non-perishable items.  
 
Here is what’s needed.   
• cereal  
• jars of peanut butter  
• individual canned ready to eat containers of 

SpaghettiOs, macaroni and cheese or applesauce,  
granola bars, 

• and individual boxes of raisins.  
 
Bring your donations to the 1st Kids area on the lower 
level on Sunday mornings from 9:00 am to 11:30 am.  
You can also donate money for 1st Kids to purchase 
fresh fruit and vegetables. Just write checks to 1st 
UMC, marking “Food Delivery” in the memo line or 
mark that on your offering envelope.   
 
If your child would like to volunteer to help with this 
project please sign up at: 1stchurch.org/food-fairy.    
 
Children will need to be brought to the church at  
9:00 am and children will be dropped off at their 
individual home following food delivery. 
  

Monday Morning Moms Group 
In June we’re giving moms a chance to get together 
while our child care workers keep the children busy.  
This Morning Moms Group will meet from 9:00 am to 
11:00 am at the Friendship Shelter on Mondays, June 
14th, 21st and 28th.    
 
This is an opportunity for moms with children of any 
age to meet one another and develop and/or rekindle 
friendships.  Several childcare workers will be present 
to provide activities for the children and to supervise 
them during this informal time. In order to best provide 
activities and refreshments for all, it would be helpful for 
you to sign up by Friday afternoon at:  
1stchurch.org/moms . 
  
Additional opportunities  for fellowship and fun will be 
announced in the near future. 
 

Acolyte Training Coming Soon 
 
Beginning June 13th children will once again be able to 
serve as acolytes in the 10:30 Traditional Service.  If 
your child has previously served as an acolyte, there is 
a need for your child to serve.   
 
In August, there will be a training held for anyone in the 
3rd through 6th grade to serve in the coming year.  The 
acolyte training session will be on August 22nd, 
immediately following the 10:30 worship services.  
Keep watching for more details.  

Summer Trips & Assembly 
 
Now that school’s out, 1st Youth 
are already hitting the road for a 

few day trips.  This past week, the group went over 
for fun in Cades Cove.  Several more trips are 
planned in the coming weeks and Holston Jr./Sr. High 
Assembly is back on this year.  
 
Check out more about what’s happening with 1st 
Youth on the church website at:  

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

1stchurch.org/1st-Youth  
or Contact 1st Youth Director, Rev. Nathan Irwin at:  

982-1273 or nirwin@1stchurch.org 

http://1stchurch.org/vbs
http://1stchurch.org/food-fairy
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth


"School's Out for Summer" is a tune that has brought 
joy and relief for students and teachers alike and for 
decades.  Undoubtedly it has never been more 
welcomed than after this past year.  Everyone has been 
impacted by the pandemic and Family Promise is no 
exception.   
 
Families just entering the mission had to shelter in place 
instead of rotating to churches weekly until they were 
able to pay rent.  Thus, the number of families that could 
be admitted was limited.  St. Paul AME Zion just made 
their parsonage available to house families.  Now, two 
more families will be able to have a roof over their 
heads and beds for their children to sleep in!   
  
Hopefully those who are reading this article have never 
had to worry about where they will sleep at night but 1 in 
16 children in the USA experiences homelessness by 
the first grade.  The lasting results make them more 
likely to drop out of school, repeat a grade, suffer from 
depression, and attempt suicide.   
 
 
 

Coming up in June there is a way to help ease the 
stress of homelessness and raise awareness about the 
problem.  The second annual Night Without a Bed  
fundraiser happens on June 26th.  Go to 
blountfamilypromise.org/home/events to sign up. 
 
Another opportunity to aid children anywhere you may 
be is to become knowledgeable about how to prevent, 
recognize and react responsibly to child sexual abuse.  
The free, virtual Stewards of Children training will take 
place June 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Sign-up at  
blountfamilypromise.org/home/events.   
  
The next host week for 1

st
UMC is July 18th -25th.  As of 

now there is no set date for in-church rotation to resume 
but meals are being served at the Day Center.  Until 
then please find some joy and relief as you head 
through the summer months. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC 

Meals returning to CR 
 
It’s been a long time since folks at CR have been able to sit down and 
enjoy a meal before worship.  Starting, June 2nd, meal service returns 
beginning at 5:30 and going through 6:20 pm on Wednesday nights. 
COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place.  
 
For now worship will still be from 6:30 pm until 7:00 pm.  On June 2nd, 
9th and 16th we will continue our series on healing.  After that we will 
return to the regular CR themes with hopes of having guest speakers 
return in the near future.  
 
Share groups will continue meeting at 7:00 pm, in-person.  
 
Live streaming of CR worship is available through the CR 
Facebook page, the 1st Church YouTube page and at 
CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch.    
 

NEWS FROM 
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NEWS from 

 

https://blountfamilypromise.org/home/events/
https://blountfamilypromise.org/home/events/
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch


Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Mueller  Wanda Tefeteller 
Bernie Starner  Herb & Barbara Sadler 
Bernie Starner  Phil & Amy Large 
Bernie Starner  Mike & Nancy Allee 
Bernie Starner  Bert & Becky Emmerson 
Bernie Starner  Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Bernie Starner  Virginia Hardwick 
Bernie Starner  Dan & Jan McCoy 
Bernie Starner  Robert Paul, Jr.  
Bernie Starner  Dan & Chris Johnson 
Bernie Starner  Men’s Thursday Lunch Group 
Bernie Starner  Tim & Sandy Carpenter 
Bernie Starner       Christian Living Sunday School Class 
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Maxine Humphrey Giffin Family  
Bill Benson  Melanie Cherry 

Music Ministry 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jean Doig  Steve & Martha Shields 

Celebrate Recovery 

United Methodist Women 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Steven & Janet Burce 

Christian Sympathy extended to:  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Benson  Rowena Huffsteller 
Maxine Humphrey Dennis Stevens 
Maxine Humphrey Jackie Phelps 
Bill Benson  Friend 
Maxine Humphrey Helen Tuck Family 
Bill Benson  Dan & Chris Johnson 
Maxine Humphrey Steve & Martha Shields 
Bill Benson  Steve & Martha Shields 
Bernie Starner  Lynn & Larry Ladd 

Music Fund 

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Don White  Jewel Rankin 
Don White   Elizabeth Martinez 
Bill Benson  Larry Ladd 
Brian Beaty  Friend 
Marilyn Davis  Virginia Hardwick 

UMCOR 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Mueller  Wanda Teffeteller 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Gary Hart  Gary & Sherry Hensley 

Memorial Fund 

IN MEMORIAM 

Bernie Starner 
Joined First Church - December 30, 1979 
Entered the Church Triumphant - May 11, 2021 

 
Gary Hart 
Joined First Church - April 5, 1981 
Entered the Church Triumphant - May 13, 2021 

The family of Bernie Starner who passed away on May 11th.  
 
Mary Alice Hart and her family in the death of Mary Alice’s husband, Gary Hart on May 13th.  
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In this edition: 

• Updates on worship services, activities and COVID-19 safety protocols 

• Information on two upcoming small group studies 

• Changes to Vacation Bible School and 1st Kids Ministries activities 

• Upcoming ways to help out some great area non-profit groups 


