


By the time you read this—with a little luck—my family will have enjoyed our family vacation at 
Holden Beach, North Carolina, and along the way, I can almost guarantee that I will have been 
asked dozens of times “how much longer?” Similarly, I will have been told scores of times, “It’s 
taking forever!” 

That has a familiar ring in our family because we have just survived the endurance race to Josie’s 
fifth birthday! As she has watched the days go by on the calendar, she has asked and declared 
“how much longer” and “it’s taking forever,” just on the scale of days rather than hours. 

On one of those days, Josie was driving her pink four-wheeler in the back yard, and when she 
stopped, her eyebrows were furrowed—a sure indicator that she was deep in thought. Across the 
yard she asked me, “When I’m five years old, will I be able to drive a real car like Brett and Micah?” 

We’ve all been in Josie’s shoes—waiting for the next milestone, perhaps hoping to rush along to a 
distant milestone, enduring a season of waiting, wondering and asking when? Particularly during 
the past two years of pandemic, we’ve wondered when normalcy might return. 

Just as certainly as it is our human nature to wonder when, it is also part of the story of our faith: 

• Abram and Sarai wondered when their heir would be born. 

• The Israelites wondered when they would reach their promised land. 

• Jesus’ contemporaries wondered when the Messiah would arrive. 

• His disciples wondered when the kingdom would come. 

We wonder when Jesus will return, when love and goodness will win out over hatred and evil, 
when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord. 

I take comfort in Jesus’ words in Acts 1:7, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has set by his own authority.” So, our task is to work, and watch . . . and wait. 

Over the hours and miles of travel to and from Holden Beach, I’ll give estimated times of arrival 
that won’t satisfy my daughters. I’ll likely press a little harder on the accelerator to try to hasten the 
journey. But in the end, they’ll simply have to wait, and by the end of the day, all that waiting will 
seem worthwhile. 

I trust the same is true of our faith. We will continue to work, watch, and wait, and in the end, all 
that waiting will seem so much more than worthwhile. 

Welcome to 1st UMC 
Sara Culvahouse & Paul Bay  
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After two years away, Holston Annual Conference 
returned to Lake Junaluska, NC to conduct its 
yearly business, June 5th through the 8th.   
Hundreds of ministers, delegates and friends 
gathered several times a day in Stuart Auditorium 
at Lake Junaluska for business sessions and 
worship services and for special times to learn 
more about prayer as “Pray Together” was the 
theme for the four-day event.  Rev. Sarah Slack, 
who serves on the Annual Conference Design 
Team,  created the backdrops and altar displays. 

 
 

Presiding over the Conference was Bishop Debra 
Wallace-Padgett, her first as resident bishop of 
Holston.  Eleven people from 1st UMC Maryville 
served as delegates to Annual Conference.  This 
included all four ministers, delegates 
representing 1st UMC and delegates representing 
the Smoky Mountain District. We recently asked 
each delegate a few questions about their 
experience at Annual Conference.  We’ll be 
sharing the responses in this edition of The 
Church Bell and the next .  We’ll also be sharing 
responses via our social media channels.   
 

Thinking about the theme, “Pray Together,” 
what did this annual conference teach you 

about prayer? 
 
It is powerful to gather together in worship and 
prayer.  Prayer is a hopeful practice.  
– Rev. Nathan Irwin 
 
I really enjoyed Bishop Swanson’s sermon at the 
Mission worship service.  He talked about how 
Jesus had prayed for us and that really stuck 
with me.  If we’re ever struggling with our 
importance or purpose in life we can remember 
that Jesus prayed for us before anyone else.  
– Meredith Simpson 

Prayer works.  I prayed to get through it and we 
did! – Rev. Matt Hall 
 
I learned the importance of prayer in growing an 
understanding of each other. – Robert Lawson 
 

Following Annual Conference, what are your 
feelings about the state of  

Holston Annual Conference and the  
United Methodist denomination?  

 
Worried, but hopeful because the spirit of the 
people in attendance was to try to work through 
our differences.  
– Robert Lawson 
 
There was a lot of unity evident at Annual 
Conference.  The few who are sowing discord 
seemed to go away frustrated.  There is still much 
uncertainty, but I felt that the majority feel that 
we can do more together . 
– Rev. Nathan Irwin 
 
I am hopeful for the future of the United 
Methodist Church.  The mission and ministry of 
the Holston Conference proves we are better 
together.  
 – Rev. Sarah Slack 
 
I think the UMC denomination has some difficult 
times ahead, but I was encouraged by the way 
the people in attendance spoke and voted their 
hearts.  We didn’t all agree (ever, actually) but we 
stayed and prayed and learned and it was a very 
nice thing to see.  There are probably some 
changes coming in the next few years, but I hope 
we can wish each other well and continue to be 
God’s people in the world.   
– Meredith Simpson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the delegation to Holston Annual 
Conference attending one of the sessions in 

Stuart Auditorium. 



Wednesday Night Programming Expansion 
As the new school year begins and families return to more routine schedules there will be some 
exciting changes to the Wednesday schedule  here at 1st UMC.   
 
Children and Youth participating in the music programs will now meet on Wednesdays instead of 
Mondays.  Children’s Choirs will begin at 5:00 pm and Youth Choirs will begin at 6:00 pm.   The switch 
is designed to allow more people to participate in the various ministries at the church like the music 
ministry, worship and  small group studies and activities.   August 10th is the launch date for this 
expanded Wednesday programming.    
 
In a recent email, Rev. Jonathan Jonas said the plans will help make Wednesday nights more of a 
“church night” for all of us. Celebrate Recovery will continue to meet as usual.  
 
Details are still being worked out so keep watching for updates on our various avenues of 
communications including print, social and the website, 1stchurch.org.  

Directory Information Updates 
Did you know we have an online church directory?   
Did you know you can update your pictures and information in the online directory in just a few 
short steps? 
We are working to keep our online directory as up to date as possible and we need your help in 
making that happen.  If you already have access to the Instant Church Directory (via your app or your 
computer) please go and check your information.  If something needs changed go ahead and use 
that “Edit My Family” tab to start the process.    
 

If you are not using the online directory and need to know how to access it, please visit:  
1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory 
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Working together to help communities in need 
Just off U.S. 19 in Russell County, Virginia a stately brick building 
with a bell tower and arched windows continues to serve the 
needs of an Appalachian community long after its status as a 
school came to an end.  
 
In May, the 1st Church community acted on its call to Go.Do., 
donating hundreds of bottles of shampoo, bars of soap, sticks of 
deodorant and cans of SPAM.   These items were all taken up to 
the Elk Garden Community School Ministry, one of the many 
places where the people of Holston Conference are making a 
difference.  
 
Rev. Natalie Justice is the executive director of this ministry 
which helps people in a variety of ways including a pantry 
helping 200 people each month.   But the pantry is only a small 
part of the Elk Garden mission.  We’ll bring you a closer look at 
what all is happening there and how your support is helping our 
neighbors in SWVA in our next edition of The Church Bell.  Communications Director Clayton Hensley 

and Elk Garden School Community Ministry 
Director, Rev. Natalie Justice  

https://1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory


Celebrate Recovery Schedule for July 2022 

When a local affiliate of Family Promise was established in Blount County 
in 2009, the Executive Director Kathi Parkins built it to prominence during 
her tenure. Upon her retirement Caroline Maynard Lamar held the position 
for the last three years.  (Yes. She is the daughter of Charles Maynard of the 
Holston Conference of the UMC who served as superintendent of the 
Maryville District.)   
 
Caroline Lamar recently accepted a job with the Family Promise National 

staff and will serve as the Southern Regional Director.  Amazing, is it not?  April Smith will take over 
as the new Executive Director for Blount County.  Look for the news release coming soon in The 
Maryville Daily Times. 
 
The next host weeks for 1st UMC are coming up: October 9th -16th  and December 18th - 25th.  For 
those who want to help before then kindly consider these two suggestions.  
 
1. Shop and/or donate items at Second Chance, the Family 

Promise Thrift Store located at 705 E Lincoln Rd., Alcoa. The 
store is open Tuesday-Saturday from 10;00 am - 4:00 pm .   

 
2. Submit your favorite recipe for the cookbook being created for 

Family Promise.  You can find   
      directions at  https://blountfamilypromise.org.   
 
Have a blessed summer, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
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July 6th 
Powerless 
 
July 13th  
Special Guest: Keith Brock   
 
July 20th 
Hope 
 
July 27th 
Special Guest: Carrie Parrott   

The recovery ministry at 1st UMC has been around for many years now.  It’s always been a place for 
you to heal from your hurts, hang-ups and habits.  The worship service each Wednesday night is 
filled with great music and a message for EVERYONE.  We hope you will come experience Celebrate 
Recovery for yourself and let others know about this important ministry.  You can also “try it out” first 
by going online and watching each worship service at  CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch .  

https://blountfamilypromise.org
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch


Thanks for the MONUMENTAL support 
We just wanted to thank everyone who helped with 
Vacation Bible School this year.  It took a lot of work, but 
the smiles on the faces of the kids and the volunteers 
made it all worthwhile.  Be sure and check out the pictures 
on our social media channels and if you have any pictures 
or stories from the week you’d like to share let us know 
(communications@1stchurch.org).   
 
Planning on the 2023 VBS is already underway! 
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Opportunity for your kids to Go.Do. 
 
Our summer feeding ministry is in need of help.  
With the July 4th Holiday coming up we’ll be 
skipping a week of deliveries meaning we can 
use some extra help when it resumes.  
 
There are two places where your child can help us work to make sure families 
in the area have the food they need during the summer months.  

 
On Mondays (starting up again on July 11th) we need help at the church 
packing the bags that will be delivered.  Just have your kids here at 10:00 
am to help.  It doesn’t take very long, but it provides a great way for them 
to help others.  
 
Then on Tuesdays we take the packed bags and deliver them to homes 
here in Blount County.  Those deliveries happen at 9:30 am.  We would 
love for your kids to be a part of this too.   
 
If you have any questions please contact Kristi.  Her contact information 
is at the top of the page.  

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

*SPOTS still available!! 
Summer Impact Trip  

to Cincinnati 
July 10th - 15th 

Cost is $150  
Register online at: 

1stchurch.org/summer2022 

1st Youth Director, Nathan Irwin 
served as the Minister in 

Residence at Camp Wesley 
Woods June 12th—June 24th. 
This photo is from the Wesley 

Woods Facebook Page.  

Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 202 

Youth Summer 
Day Trips 

July 7th & 21st 

http://1stchurch.org/assembly


Memorials & Honorariums 

Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                             ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                          sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                              mhall                            ext. 106 
 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery           ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson       janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                               clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist) DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Kristi Alton              kalton@1stchurch.org  
Carmen Faircloth                                        ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                         nirwin                         ext.202 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                      ext. 103 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Robinson             drobinson                      ext. 101 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                  chensley                       ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott                       ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff                      982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  

Staff 
Contacts The main church phone number is 865-982-1273. 

*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

1st Kids 

In memory of: Given by: 
Virginia Porter Brad & Patsy Lunde 

In memory of: Given by: 
Charlie Ferst  Karl & Sherry Miller 
Charlie Ferst  Frank & Jane Story 
Charlie Ferst  Minnis & Louise  
                                           Ridenour 
Charlie Ferst  Anne Parr 
Charlie Ferst  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Charlie Ferst  Brad & Patsy Lunde 

Music Fund 

In memory of:        Given by: 
Rex & Virginia Porter     Naomi Cunningham 
Virginia Porter        Bible Survey Class 
Virginia Porter        Glenn & Joann Doig 
 

Memorial Fund  

Christian sympathy extended to: 
Pat Dula in the death of her husband  

Jim on June 4th.   
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In Memoriam: James Montgomery Dula 
Joined First Church: December 24, 1996 

Entered the Church Triumphant: June 4,  2022 

Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of: Given by: 
Jim Dula  Brad & Patsy Lunde 

Steve & Ruth West      
In honor of their 50th Anniversary 
Given by: Rocky & Julie Rochelle 

Welcome Table  

Correction: 
In recent communications we misspelled 

Bonny Kate Sugg whose husband Ben Sugg 
died back in February.   

We apologize for the error.  
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Join us on Sundays: 
8:15 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:30 Contemporary Worship in Asbury Hall 


