
Maybe I’m wrong. 
 

I’m willing to admit that, but I’m also willing to confess that it’s a tiny bit difficult to put that in writing. I like to be 
right, but I really hate to be wrong. Pride is perhaps my single greatest struggle as I strive to follow Jesus 
Christ. 

 

The Old Testament teaches us of “the sins of the fathers,” of the generational cycles and consequences of sin, 
and I certainly see my struggle at work in my children’s lives. They like to be right, but they really hate to be 
wrong. Someone else started it. Someone else did it first. My wrongness isn’t as bad as my sibling’s 
wrongness. Even if I was wrong, I had a good reason to be wrong. My wrongness was justified, so it was really 
right. 

 

We might dismiss that as a normal expression of childish immaturity, but I’m afraid we’re not outgrowing it very 
well in our present era and society. 

 

We justify our wrongness by trying to show that someone else is even more wrong. We strive to make 
ourselves feel right by pointing out and calling out another’s wrongness. We somehow convince ourselves that 
God understands that our wrongness is always accompanied by good intentions. We’re equally convinced that 
God despises the wrongness of others (who must despise God; otherwise, they wouldn’t persist in their 
wrongdoing). 

 

Pride enables me to name another’s sin while exonerating myself. Pride allows me to stand with God in 
condemnation of another. Pride blinds me from seeing my own sin as sin. 

 

Pride won’t let me repent, because I don’t see any reason to repent. Pride allows me to persist in sin. Pride 
convinces me that there is nothing from which I need to be saved. 

 

I am wrong. There. I said it. Actually, it’s liberating. 

 

Now I can love God more freely because I’m no longer trying to convince God of my rightness; I’m merely 
trusting in God’s abundant love and amazing grace. Now I can love people more generously because I’m no 
longer competing; instead, I can sympathize with their flaws because I admit to having plenty of my own. 

 

It all begins with admitting and believing that I am wrong. 

 

Current COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
Mask wearing is optional for those who are fully vaccinated.  We ask that you please be compassionate and 
respect each others’ needs and choices and consider getting a vaccination if you are eligible and able.  
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Staff Contacts 
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*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
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Celebrate Recovery’s new worship leader 
Starting July 7th, Terrie Winkle joins the Celebrate Recovery Maryville 
family.  She will be leading the music during worship.  Terrie is already a 
somewhat familiar face at CR as she has been a musical guest several 
times over the years. Please take some time and welcome Terrie and be 
sure and come out to CR as the full band returns to the stage.  

A busy summer for Rev. Nathan Irwin 
On June 8th, the Holston Annual Conference clergy met in a special session.  
During that time, Rev. Nathan Irwin (1st Youth Director) was approved for 
ordination as a deacon in full connection.  The ordination service will be held up in 
Kingsport on August 27th, but Nathan is only allowed to have a small number of 
guests. You will however have a chance to watch the Ordination Service online.   
 
 
At this time we don’t have the broadcast details, but we will get that information out 
to you via our social media channels.  We also hope to organize a watch party here 
at the church so we can all share this important milestone in Nathan’s faith journey 
together as well as show our support for him in ministry.  
 
 
Nathan’s had a few other things happening this summer including some day trips 
with the youth.  During the week of June 21st,  Nathan served as the minister in 
residence at Camp Wesley Woods  and he’s been helping with  
Jr./Sr. High Assembly at Tennessee Wesleyan.  

Congratulations to Rachel and Ryan McMillan on the birth of their 
daughter, Maeve Ramona McMillan on May 31st.  Siblings are Oliver and Miles.  



 
Habitat for Humanity has been an integral part of 1st UMC’s mission to Go.Do. for more 
than 20 years.  Our latest build is for Yolanda Jordan, a fourth-generation resident of 
Blount County.  So far she has put in more than 400 hours of sweat equity while in the 
Home Ownership Program, despite her physical disabilities.  Yolanda worked as a CNA 
for 9 years until her health took a turn for the worse.  Along with other medical issues, 
Yolanda is legally blind, totally unable to see through her right eye and with only partial 
vision in her left eye.    
 
On Thursday, June 24th Rev. Sarah Slack led the volunteers on site in prayer as they 
started the morning’s work.  Many of the volunteers that day were from Altar’d State.  
 
Your generosity with the Christmas and Easter offerings have made this current home 
build possible.  Thank you for your financial support and your continued prayers.  Here’s 
to many more years of helping people in need have a home to call their own.  

This summer, a few faithful volunteers have been coming out each week to help put 
together bags of food for children right here in Blount County.  After the bags are 
packed, the volunteers get on the church bus and spend time delivering the bags of 
food.  We want to thank everyone who has come out to help this summer. You can 
find out more about helping the Food Fairy Ministry in the 1st Kids section of the 
newsletter on page 6.  
 
The June Go.Do. collection and a big donation of bags of popcorn helped give a big 
boost to the Food Fairy ministry.  Thanks again for the donations.  In a couple of 
weeks, we’ll have information on our Go.Do. collection for July so stay tuned.  
 
We also want to remind everyone about our Blessing Box. It is helping out people 
every day.   As the summer gets started, we want you to remember only to bring  
non-perishable items to put in it.  Canned items work best in the box.   It’s a great way 
to help Go.Do. no matter what time of year it is.  
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Praying for the Habitat Build  

Welcome Table moving to inside dining in August 

Helping people in need 

After more than a year of fixing to-go meals, the Welcome Table Ministry will start 
welcoming folks indoors again starting in August.  
 
Since it’s been so long since the last volunteer schedule was used, a new one will need 
to be in place when dinner service resumes. This means even if you’ve volunteered at a 
certain time in the past, you’ll need to tell the Volunteer Coordinator, Mary Wilson, that 
you are still interested in helping.  
 
To contact Mary drop her an email at marymwilson@me.com.  You can also fill out the form at 1stchurch.org/
welcome-table and the information will be sent to her.  

mailto:marymwilson@me.com
http://1stchurch.org/welcome-table
http://1stchurch.org/welcome-table
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Holston Annual Conference meets virtually and in-person in 2021 

More lessons from the Early Church 

This time of year is when we usually start hearing reports about what happened 
at Annual Conference.  After meeting entirely online in 2020, Annual 
Conference is taking on a somewhat different feel this year.  In early June, 
there was a virtual session where the leaders of various ministries gave their 
reports and the Bishop filled everyone in on the state of the Conference. 
(Bishop “Dindy” Taylor will be retiring in September at which point the Bishop of 
the North Alabama Conference, Debra Wallace-Padgett, will temporarily serve 
the North Alabama and Holston Annual Conferences.)  
 
On August 27th there will be a Memorial Service and Ordination Service at 
First Broad Street UMC in Kingsport.  Both of these will be streamed, but there 
will be small groups gathered in-person for each service.   
 
Then, on August 28th, delegates and clergy will meet in-person at the 
Meadowview Conference Center in Kingsport.  This is open to delegates and 
clergy only, but will be available to watch via live stream. Voting will happen 
during this session.  
 
This year’s Annual Conference theme is “In the midst … God is with us.”  Our 
own Rev. Sarah Slack took the picture being used as part of the theme.  It is of 
a stained glass window at Magnolia Avenue United Methodist Church in 
Knoxville.  

Throughout June we have learned about the early church’s clear mission, its clear source of power and how early 
followers were devoted to the apostles’ teaching and how they were devoted to community.  In July, the lessons 
from the early church continue each Sunday during the 8:15 and 10:30 worship services (both Traditional & 
Contemporary).   

 

Here’s a look at what’s still ahead. 

July 4th 

Devoted to table fellowship 

 

July 11th 

Devoted to prayer 

 

July 18th   

The early church was united and shared everything 

 

July 25th 

The early movement sought confidence and signs and wonders.  

This summer the Men’s Bible Study group led 
by Owen Ragland has been meeting at 
Panera Bread in Alcoa.  The United Methodist 
Women, the 1st UMC Book Club and several 
small group studies have also been meeting. 

Want to know more about small groups at 1st 
UMC?  Visit 1stchurch.org and look for the 
“Small Groups” under the “Grow with 1st” tab. 

Did you know you can watch just the 
sermons from the 10:30 Traditional 
services?  Check them out on playlists on 
our Facebook and YouTube Channels.  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/MaryvilleFUMC/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5rQYrr9U2NqDMiWj_3qaOsyAXaSKwYbv


As Family Promise looks to have in-church hosting rotations again, we ask that you keep this organization and the 
families in the program in your prayers.  1st UMC will have its “host week” July 18th - 25th. You can contact Mavis 
Ziegler with any questions on how you can help by filling out our online contact form at:  
1stchurch.org/ministry-contact-form .   
 
With school starting soon, Family Promise of Blount County is working to help the families in the program get the 
new school year started off on the right foot.  On Friday, July 16th Family Promise holds an open house at its Day 
Center located at 101 Pinedale Street in Maryville.  During the event there will be a back-to-school supply drive.  
To find out the particular items needed visit the events section at blountfamilypromise.org .  
 
And looking a bit further ahead, the Spooktacular at the Parkway Drive-In is set for October 2nd.  Gates open at 
6:00 pm.  Concessions will be available for purchase.  Watch the Family Promise Facebook page and the website 
for more details.   

Starting on July 7th, Celebrate Recovery returns to its pre-pandemic schedule.  Be sure and come out 
for a light meal at 5:30 pm,  worship at 6:30 pm and stay for share groups which return to starting at 

7:40 pm.  In addition to the schedule changes, Celebrate Recovery also welcomes Terrie Winkle as the 
new CR Worship leader.   

 
Celebrate Recovery will also welcome back guest speakers who will be talking about their recovery 
journeys along with other topics .  If you haven’t been to Celebrate Recovery or just haven’t been in 

awhile, now is a great time to start coming.  

CRMaryvilleTN.com 
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NEWS from 

July 28th 
Chris Lee - Testimony 

http://1stchurch.org/ministry-contact-form
http://blountfamilypromise.org
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In our last edition of The Church Bell we 
announced that Vacation Bible School was 
moving online only.  However, some things 
beyond our control have us making the 
difficult decision to cancel Vacation Bible 
School altogether for 2021. With that in mind, 
we have come up with some other events we 
hope will fill some of that void created by not having 
VBS this summer.  
 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 1st 
On this Sunday, we ask all who are involved in 
educating children and adults in our community along 
with the children to come and receive a blessing from 
the church for the upcoming school year.  
 
The educators and all the support staff of our local 
schools have done a tremendous job over the past 
year and we want these important individuals to know 
how much they mean to the people of 1st UMC and 
the community.  
 
The children of our church are our future leaders and 
we need to fully support the education community as a 
congregation. Please start praying now for all those 
involved in the educational system and mark your 
calendars to be in worship on this special Sunday.  
 

Back to School Bash 
August 8th 
Come join the fun and celebrate the new school year 
at 1st UMC.  During our time together in the Sunday 
School hour (9:15 to 10:20 am) there will be special 
activities throughout the children’s area celebrating all 
the children of our church.   
 
Following the 10:30 worship services, families are 
invited to the Friendship Shelter for a get together with 
food for all.  On the menu: pizza, fruit, and chips.  
You’ll also be able to enjoy art activities, and crafts for 
all ages. We hope you’ll be able to take the 
opportunity and be a part of this event and be sure 
and invite your friends.     
 
. 

  
 

Helping the Food Fairy Ministry 
Our home food delivery program will continue in 
July. There are three dates we need help.  These are 
July 6

th
, 13

th
 and 20

th
.   

 
Food is packed on these Tuesday morning at 9:00  
then delivered to the individual homes. The children 
served by this ministry attend Montvale School and 
are at risk of being hungry throughout the summer.    
 
The whole process takes approximately two and half 
hours. If you can bring your child to the church at 9:00 
am, they will be dropped off at their home following the 
delivery. The church bus is used to deliver the food 
and two adults are on the bus at all times.  If you have 
any further questions please contact Denise Johns at 
865-679-0247 or email her at djohns@1stchurch.org.  
 
 
Acolyte Training 
Starting July 11th, you’ll be seeing acolytes again 
during Traditional Worship at 10:30.  We have children 
set up to serve for now, but we would like to train 
some new acolytes.  
 
Acolyte Training for children who are in 4th-6th grade 
will be held on Sunday, August 22nd immediately 
following the 10:30 worship services. The training and 
the lunch should wrap up by 1:00 pm.   
 
 
Fall Festival at 1st  
While 2020’s Fall Festival 
at 1st was scaled back 
quite a bit, it did prove to 
be a lot of fun as we had 
the drive through trunk-or-
treating.  We are pleased to announce that the 2021 
Fall Festival at 1st is set for  Sunday October 31, from 
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm.   
 
The plan for now is to have trunk- or- treating, face 
painting, inflatables, food, and lots of fun!  
 
There will be many ways for individuals, Sunday 
School classes, and families to be involved. Go ahead 
and start planning your costume and decorating ideas 
for your car now! 

We have two more Youth Day 
Trips on the books before the new 
school year begins.  We hope you 
can join us on either July 8th and 
July 22nd.  Just be at the church 

at 9:00 am.  Further details will be given out prior to 
each trip. Regular Sunday Night Youth Fellowship 
begins on August 8th.  

 
Check out more about 1st Youth on the church 

website at: 1stchurch.org/1st-Youth or contact 
1st Youth Director, Rev. Nathan Irwin at 982-1273 

or nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org


Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bernie Starner  Chancel Choir 
Bernie Starner  Ben & Connie Kossack 
Bernie Starner  Sharron Kull 
Bernie Starner  Susan Daves 
Bernie Starner  Gregg & Karen Parker 
Bernie Starner  Tommy & Carol Hunt  
Bernie Starner  Bruce & Jennifer Stanton 
Gary Hart  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Ron Hammond Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Marilyn Davis  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Nick Cotter  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Mary Matthews Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Jack Porter  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Bernie Starner  John Sevier Adult Tennis Group 
Bernie Starner  Mark & Autumn Hall 
Bernie Starner  Russell & Gertrude White 
Bernie Starner  Randy & Margaret Trentham 
Bernie Starner  Danny & Lynn Davis 
Bernie Starner  Margaret Davis 
Bernie Starner  Bob Haresnape 
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Patrick Johnson Tommy & Carol Hunt 
Patrick Johnson Friends 
Patrick Johnson Nelda Goins 
Patrick Johnson Fred & Sophie Metz 
Patrick Johnson A Friend 
Patrick Johnson Bill & Sheri Brooks 
Patrick Johnson Gary & Melissa Giles 
Patrick Johnson Ritchie & Carolyn Blackerby 
Patrick Johnson Bob & Sue Ramger 
 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Emily Krasse  Wayne & Donna Doede  

Family Promise 

United Methodist Women 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Darci Patrick 
Marilyn Davis  Tommy & Carol Hunt 

Christian Sympathy extended to:  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Benson  Tommy & Carol Hunt 
Maxine Humphrey Tommy & Carol Hunt  
Bill Benson  Jimmie Eaves 
Maxine Humphrey Jimmie Eaves 
Nick Cotter  William Householder 
Bernie Starner  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Gary Hart  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Bill Benson  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Maxine Humphrey Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Marilyn Davis  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Nick Cotter  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Bernie Starner  Joe & Beth White 

Music Fund 

Welcome Table 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Amelia Geis-Scott Moe & Suzanne Click 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Gary Hart  Jerry & Frances Hodge 

Heritage Sunday School Missions 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Gary Hart  Sharron Kull 
Gary Hart  Dave & Pat Malone 
Nick Cotter  Carl & Patricia Moe 
Mike Jackson  Friends 

Memorial Fund 

IN MEMORIAM 

Betty Mercks 
Entered the Church Triumphant -  May 26, 2021 
 

Patrick Johnson 
Entered the Church Triumphant - June 3, 2021 
 

James Watson 
Joined First Church - November 30, 1969 
Entered the Church Triumphant - June 10, 2021 

Debbie Dotson in the recent death of her Mother, 
Betty Mercks who passed away on May 26th. 
 
The family of Patrick Johnson who passed away 
on June 3rd.  
 
The family of James Watson who passed away 
on June 10th.  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Nick Cotter  Julienne Moore 
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