Living out the Call - Rev. Jonathan Jonas
Suzanne, Grace, Brett, Micah, Sage, Josie, and I cannot thank you
enough for the hospitality you’ve extended to us during our first two
weeks here in Maryville! Despite the unusual circumstances of
COVID-19 and social distancing, you have made us feel very much
welcome and at home among you, and we are genuinely grateful. We
look forward to seeing you, getting to know you, loving you, and
serving among you.
Realizing that there are certain conventions to professional
introductions, I feel called to do something different in this space
today. Rather than listing the places I’ve lived and worked, my educational pedigree, and my hobbies and
interests, may I share something that matters more to me? May I tell a little of my faith story?

My grandmother was battling terminal cancer when I was six years old, and I prayed almost constantly that God
would heal her. When she died, I felt cheated, and I entered into a lifelong conversation and journey with God.
My family nurtured me in the church, ensuring that I had the opportunity to be in the fellowship every Sunday.
At his retirement reception, when I was only twelve years old, the Reverend Harrison Marshall put his hands on
my shoulders, looked me in the eyes and said, “Jonathan, I believe God is going to call you into ministry, and I
want you to listen.”
Six years later, as I was studying in the Kelly Library at Emory & Henry College, I wasn’t really listening, but I
heard nonetheless. My mind was wandering, and I was going over all the reasons that a person could do just
as much for the Kingdom of God as an attorney when an audible voice said, “Who are you arguing with?” I
don’t know whether others in the vicinity could have heard it, but I heard it loudly and clearly. I knew it was the
call for which I had be told to listen.
A few years later, I asked the Emory & Henry chaplain, the Reverend David St. Clair when he responded to the
call to ministry, and he said, “Most recently, this morning.” In just a few words, he spoke deep truth. I’m grateful
that I still hear the call, and I’m privileged to respond—and now, I’m privileged to live out that calling here with
you at First United Methodist Church. I’m eager and excited to share this part of the journey with you!
Peace to you,

Jonathan

Back to School Collection
First, a big thanks to everyone who
brought in a Hygiene Kit for UMCOR
(Untied Methodist Committee on Relief) in
June. In all we collected 165 kits. Way to
Go.Do.
In July as kids in the area get ready to go
back to school, we want your help making
sure they have some of the supplies they
need during the school year. These
supplies will go specifically to children at
Montvale Elementary School here in
Blount County.

This Go.Do. Collection will happen like
the one in June. On Tuesdays ONLY from
8:00 am until 5:00 pm just pull up to the
Porte Cochere (covered drop off)
entrance of the church and look for the
Go.Do. Collection bin and put the
supplies there. The church office is not
open at this time, so please do not bring
the items into the church.
Family Promise, like everyone else, had to get creative to operate during a
pandemic. The Emergency Shelter families the churches usually host have
been placed in the apartments owned by Family Promise. Typically, those are
used for the Transitional Housing phase where families pay reduced rent until
permanent housing can be found. Church rotation has been halted most likely
until 2021. All units are full and more families are waiting to enter. No doubt
the list will grow longer with those needing assistance after losing their jobs.
How can we help? Go to https://blountfamilypromise.org and click on the
links to learn how to participate.
Night Without A Bed happens on August 7, 2020. You can participate in your own home to help raise funds for
the 1 of every 16 children in the USA who experience homelessness before they reach 1st grade.

1stUMC was scheduled to host August 9-16. The Immediate Needs link lists items to donate.
Shop or donate items at the Second Chance Thrift Store located at 705 E. Lincoln Rd., Alcoa. The store is open
from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm Tuesday through Saturday. You can also call (865) 233-4737 and press 1 to check
and see if they are open.
Prayers for 7-year-old John David and family who is undergoing heart surgery. Those who hosted last February
will definitely remember this sweet boy and his family.
Indeed, we are ALL in this together. Isn't it wonderful that God's children can take care of one another with just a
small sacrifice? After all, that adds up among the multitudes. Thank you and please stay safe.
Blessings.
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1 stUMC
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Memorials & Honorariums
Children’s Backpack Ministry
In memory of:
Ernie Blankenship
Ernie Blankenship
Ernie Blankenship

Given by:
Michael & Leenie Lardiero
Gary & Sherry Hensley
Robert & Phyllis Borden

Family Promise
In Honor of:
Catherine & Brad Nance

Given by:
Judy Keller

Food Connection
In memory of:
Ron Hammond

Given by:
Mae Owenby

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Donna Irwin
Dennis Raines

Given by:
Cathy Brown
Gary & Sherry Hensley

Christian sympathy extended to:
Mike and Cookie Crowson in the death of Mike’s
mother, Blanche Duggan Crowson on June 30th.

Welcome Table
In Honor of:
Catherine Nance

Given by:
Mae Owenby

In memory of:
Mitchell Flynn
Ron Hammond

Given by:
Gerald & Betty Smith
John & Marion Paulk

In Memoriam:
Cedith Giles

Joined First Church
October 24, 1965
Entered the Church Triumphant
June 17, 2020

Barbara Moss

Joined First Church
September 3, 1978
Entered the Church Triumphant
July 4, 2020

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Change Service Requested

In-Person Worship Postponed
The Regathering Task Force met on Tuesday night, July 7th
(via Zoom) to re-evaluate plans for resuming
in-person worship at the church. In keeping with our
commandment to love one another, the members of the Task
Force have decided to postpone such gatherings at the church.
Over the past couple of weeks the numbers of active
COVID-19 cases in the area have risen sharply. The Task Force
decided unanimously to halt plans for Sunday, July 12th, the
date originally planned to resume in-person worship. The group
will monitor the numbers of cases in the area and meet again in
two weeks to consider a new target date for resuming in-person
worship.
In the meantime, the staff at 1st Church will continue to provide
you with a high quality immersive worship experience online as
well as ministering effectively in other ways to the congregation
and the community. We hope you have been taking the
opportunity to "attend" Sunday Online Worship, Celebrate
Recovery and tuning in for the Wednesday Word.
For updates please keep watching:
Your email inbox
1st UMC’s social media channels
1stchurch.org
and future editions of The Church Bell .

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID
MARYVILLE TN
PERMIT NO. 113

