
A fellow disciple and pastor recently asked on social media why we 
Christians make such a big deal about Christmas without making as big a 
deal about Easter. He reminded us that all four gospels celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection, but only two - Matthew and Luke - tell the story of his birth, 
and even they tell it differently. 

 

He’s posed an intriguing question, and I’ve imagined all sorts of potential 
answers, most of which hinge on that intersection of theology and 
human emotion. For instance, it’s less complicated to say “God is love” of a 
God who seeks solidarity with us by becoming human than of a God who 
seems to require blood sacrifice for atonement before offering the gift of 
resurrection. Easter Sunday’s joy comes only after Saturday’s vigil, Friday’s 
pathos, Thursday’s betrayal, and Palm Sunday’s misunderstanding of 
kings and kingdoms. 

 

Christmas is much simpler. 
 

The birth of an infant into a family and into the world offers hope for a 
new beginning, a fresh start, a new life story full of blank pages to be written and colored. I am so 
grateful to have stared into the face of a newly arrived child on five occasions in my life - each in a 
unique place and season, but all with common sensations. 

 

I’ve been overcome with gratitude for the miracle of life. I have been amazed by how instantly love 
binds us together. I’ve felt the enormity of the weight of responsibility, but I’ve also known the 
“thrill of hope” about which we sing in this 
season. 

 

There’s the beauty of Christmas - miracle, love, 
hope. With new birth, we feel and believe that 
anything is possible. So, we celebrate! 



Welcome to 1st Church - Kristi Alton 

We are delighted to welcome Kristi Alton to our congregation and staff as our next 
director of children’s ministries, effective January 1st! She is gifted, trained, 
experienced, and has a strong sense of God’s call in her life, and we expect that she 
will be a great blessing to our children, their families, our congregation, and our 
community. 

Kristi offers this biographical statement: 

My name is Kristi Alton. I was born in Atlanta, Georgia, but grew up in  
Cleveland, Tennessee. I attended Lee University where I received a  
Bachelor's Degree in Children's Ministry. I received my calling to ministry in 
Middle school and discovered my ministry focus was Children's Ministry while 
working at Camp Lookout.  
 
While finishing up my education I began my ministry at Wesley Memorial 
UMC in Cleveland where I worked for six years. I have a passion for children 
and their families and have a desire to partner with families as they grow  
in faith. In my personal time, I love to paint, read, ride horses, kayak, and shop  
for a good deal. I look forward to starting ministry at  First United Methodist  
and getting to know the congregation as we grow with God together! 
 
Our congregation is blessed to have received about thirty résumés from qualified candidates, and the 
team that interviewed finalists celebrated the gifts, training, passion, and experience that any of them 
might have brought to this role. We thank God for this abundance and for the work of the Holy Spirit 
in bringing Kristi to our congregation. 
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During this season of Advent and Christmas, music 
gives us extra reasons to REJOICE.  On the first 
Sunday of December, the Morning Glory Chorus presented its annual 
Christmas Cantata and the 1st UMC Praise Band got everyone into the 
spirit of the season with its Christmas Music Special.  The combined 
children’s choirs also did their part to fill the air with music during the 
10:30 Traditional Worship Service.  
 
One of the most anticipated musical events of the season, the Chancel Choir 
Christmas Cantata was presented on December 12th at 10:30 am and 7:00 
pm.  The 7:00 pm presentation will air on WVLT - TV 8 on Christmas Eve at 
4:00 pm and Christmas Day at 10:00 am.  The Cantata will also air on  
The CW 20 on Christmas Eve at 10:00 pm.     
 
We hope you’ll be watching and encouraging your friends and family to watch as well.  The music of 
the season will still be around for a while as together, “The Weary World REJOICES.” 

Shelley Maddox (soprano) and Dr. Jennifer Anderson (piano) are 
putting the finishing touches on a special selection of seasonal 
music they present to you the afternoon of Sunday, December 19th.  
 
The program includes a wide variety of carols, spirituals, and secular 
Christmas songs including:  
 
• The spiritual, Roun' de Glory Manger, originally arranged by 

Jacqueline B. Hairston for a world famous opera singer, Kathleen 
Battle. It is a rhythmic and lively telling of the story of Jesus' 
birth.  

 
• Mark Hayes' unique arrangement of I'll Be Home for Christmas.  
 
• In the Bleak Midwinter arranged by Mack Wilberg, Music 

Director of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.  
 
• The Mack Wilberg arrangement of Deck the Hall,  where you will 

hear the traditional melody floating above a very quick and 
complex accompaniment that makes the arrangement much 
more interesting than the traditional carol! 

 
• A familiar selection from a beloved holiday movie. Its beautiful 

simplicity holds a special place in the hearts of both Shelley and 
Jenny. 

 
• Two arrangements by our very own Director of Music,  Dr. 

Dwight Dockery.  
 

The musicians are requesting that everyone wear a mask to this event.  

An Afternoon of Special Music of the Season 

The Weary World REJOICING with Music 

 1st NEWS 



A New Tradition at 1st 

 1st NEWS 

 

Each time a person is baptized, professes faith, or 
joins the congregation, we all say together, “we 
renew our covenant faithfully to participate in 
the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No doubt we say those words sincerely and 
absolutely mean what we say. We may struggle 
at times, however, to imagine exactly how to 
fulfill those covenant promises. What does it 
mean, exactly, to participate in this ministries of 
the church by our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness? What are we promising 
each other, and what do we expect of each 
other? 

Starting January 9th during all three Sunday 
morning worship services, you are invited to 
begin 2022 with new attention to the ways in 
which we live into our membership vows.  

We’ll consider together some concrete, 
measurable ways to fulfill those vows in 2022 and 
beyond.  Join us as we explore how we might 
renew that covenant faithfully in specific ways. 

A Focus on Promises in 2022 

Discussing the Power of Love 

Our congregation begins a new holiday tradition 
this year as we hold a Blue Christmas service, 
sometimes called a Longest Night service.  

First, to address a common question, this service 
has nothing to do with Elvis Presley’s music. 
Instead, it is a service acknowledging the grief, 
pain, loss, or other feelings that make us “blue” 
as Christmas approaches. 

We will gather to name our hurts, to bear one 
another’s burdens, and to acknowledge both our 
need for hope and God’s willingness to offer 
hope through the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 

So, if you’re 
grieving, 
hurting, 
floundering, 
or otherwise 
feeling blue, 
join us on 
Tuesday, 
December 21st, for  the Blue Christmas worship 
service. Embrace this opportunity to be a loving 
friend - invite that person who’s longing for hope 
to join you for this service. 

“We were created by love, for love, to love and to be loved.”  
- Bishop Michael Curry 
 
Many of you probably remember that sermon on the power of 
love, delivered as part of the wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle back in 2018.  Building on themes from that 
sermon, Bishop Michael Curry offers ways for us to hold onto 
hope in troubling times.  
 
On Wednesdays at 8:00 pm on January 12th through February 23rd, Rev. Sarah Slack and Wendy 
Wand lead a virtual discussion on Curry’s book, “Love is the Way.”  Participants will need to 
purchase the book and provide an email address to receive the Zoom link.  
Sign up at 1stchurch.org/love .  
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http://1stchurch.org/love
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For Mary and Joseph there was no room at the Inn,  so 
Baby Jesus had to sleep in the manger.  When the 
mother of the child pictured on the right was expecting 
her baby girl, she had to get her boys and herself away 
from a dangerous situation.  An Inn was not an option 
and she had no place to go.   
 

What a blessing for her and her children that Family Promise is active in Blount 
County.  She and her children found shelter, food, and volunteers who truly care 
for strangers.   
 
During this Christmas season, we are thankful for all those who follow the footsteps of Jesus.  Bless 
all the volunteers who serve those facing hard times in person, provide meals, donate funds, etc.  It 
does, after all, take a village to raise a child. 
 
For now, guests will remain in static shelter until further notice.  Blessings to them and to you and 
yours during Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Yours In Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 

EVERY WEDNESDAY  
 

5:30  Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 
 

Join us in-person or online! 

As the New Year approaches many of us look to make changes in our lives, but know we just can’t 
make them on our own.  We all struggle with hurts, habits, or hang-ups and could use a little help 
overcoming them.   That’s where  Celebrate Recovery Maryville comes in.   This Christ-Centered 
recovery program is for EVERYONE.  CR is a caring community filled with hope and encouragement, 
so why not give it a try?   Here’s a look at some of the upcoming topics and speakers. 

January 12th - Guest Speaker Matthew Jett      January 19th - Victory   

January 26th - Guest Speaker Faye Bryant 



Reading the Bible Together in 2022 
 
Our congregation will join fellow churches and members of the 
Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church in reading 
through the Bible together in 2022.  
 
In a recent message on the subject, Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett wrote: 
 
I invite you, the Holston Conference, to join me in reading through 
the Bible together individually and collectively in 2022. As we 
participate in “Read Together” in community, we open ourselves 
to experience God's presence on an individual basis and as a 
conference. 
 
Persons will have the opportunity to sign up to receive the 
scripture reading for the day. In addition, a Facebook page will be 
dedicated to receiving insights, thoughts, and discussion about 
the daily readings. 
 
While we will be reading the Bible through the year from cover-to-
cover, each week persons will read from the Gospel, Law, History, 
Psalms, Poetry, Prophecy, and the Epistles. A detailed reading list 
will be made available upon registering for Read Together. 
 
I have discovered first-hand how formative it is for an individual to 
read the Bible cover-to-cover each year. This will be multiplied 
many times more as we embark upon Read Together as a 
Holston community. 

Third Grade Bible Presentations 
Sunday, January 9th (during all morning worship services) 

A primary way that we equip our children to live faithful lives is by teaching them to 
read and love the Bible, and a great milestone in that teaching effort is the church’s 
presentation of a gift Bible to each child. 

On Sunday, January 9th, we will celebrate the presentation of Bibles to our third-
grade students. We want this presentation to be as personal and memorable as 

possible, so please help by contacting Danielle Robinson (drobinson@1stchurch.org) to let her 
know if there is a third-grade student in your family. Then bring your Bible to church on January 9th 
to show our kids how important Bible reading is to our walk of faith. 
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If you are interested in being a 
part of this “Read Together” 
initiative please visit: 
Holston.org  
(click on the block that says 
“Read Together”).   
 
This page outlines the plans 
for the 2022 readings 
including a place to download 
the daily reading list and links 
to get the daily emails.  You’ll 
also find information on how 
to share your thoughts via 
Facebook and where to tune 
in to a weekly podcast 
featuring meditations by 
clergy and lay members.  
 
Readings begin on January 
2nd with Matthew 1-2.   

The last Youth event of 2021 happened on December 12th as the Youth 
gathered for food and games at the annual Christmas Party.   

Youth Fellowship resumes on January 9th at 4:00 pm.  

Cost is $150 
Check with  

Rev. Nathan Irwin (nirwin@1stchurch.org) 
 if you are interested in going.  

RESURRECTION 2022 
January 21st—23rd 

Pigeon Forge, TN 

mailto:drobinson@1stchurch.org
https://www.holston.org/story/read-together-explained-conference-wide-bible-initiative-kicks-off-jan-2-15782761


In memory of: Given by: 
Kahren White Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Betty Hester  John & Julia Story 

Memorial Fund  

Welcome Table 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
Betsy Halliday in the death of her mother, 

Betty Hester on November 21st.  
 

Dianne Cochran and David Berry in the death 
of their mother,  Edna Viola Berry on 

November 26th.  

Caring Friends - A special note from Rev. Bill Green, 1st UMC Grief Recovery Ministry 
The hardest year we face is the year after a beloved spouse or child has died. It is a time of 
intense grief and a time of “firsts” without them. An anniversary, birthday or holiday without a loved 
one is a reminder of our loss.  
 
Though we cannot take away the pain of grief we can walk beside a hurting person letting them know 
they are not alone. We are going to begin a new ministry called Caring Friends. These friends will 
spend a year with a person who has recently experienced loss, being available to them often, but 
particularly during those hard first times.  
 
I am asking you to spend time in prayer asking if this is a ministry that you might be called to. If so, we 
will be having a training on January 23rd at 5:00 pm (location TBD).  This training will last about 90 
minutes.  
 
To register for the training and lunch please visit 1stchurch.org/caring-friends or call the church office 
at 865-982-1273.  

In memory of: Given by: 
Betty Hester  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Edna Berry  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Bill Benson  Mike & Ibby Davis 
Bernie Starner Mike & Ibby Davis 
Helen Click  Mike & Ibby Davis 
Cindy Thomas Mike & Ibby Davis 
Cecil Carmen Mike & Ibby Davis 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Year End Giving As we near the end of 2021, we hope you will consider making a year-end gift.   
                                       These are both vital and very much appreciated!   
 
Cash Gifts - You can give online at anytime with a bank account or credit card at: 1stchurch.org/giving.  
 
Donate Shares of Appreciated Stock - If you are considering a contribution and are also facing long-term capital 
gains taxes on appreciated stock that you have held for more than a year, you can realize a favorable income tax 
result by making a donation of the appreciated stock directly to the church. If you transfer appreciated stock, 
held for more than one year, directly to the church, you can usually deduct the fair market value of the donation 
at the time of the transfer without realizing any capital gain. Please call Mark Blodgett at 865-982-1273 ext. 103 for 
transfer instructions.  
 
Qualified Charitable Distributions from Your IRA -  If you are over age 71 1/2, you can authorize your IRA 
administrator to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly to the church from your IRA without 
incurring an increase to your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI).  

 
If you need any assistance with a year-end gift, please call Mark Blodgett at the church office: 865-982-1273 or 

mobile: 865-242-0869. Thank you for your faithful support of the ministry and mission of 1st UMC!  

http://1stchurch.org/caring-friends
http://1stchurch.org/giving
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Christmas Sunday, December 26th 
10:30 am  

We will be having only ONE worship service on this Sunday.  It will be in the Sanctuary.  


