


Wherever  we find ourselves, from store displays to school hallways, it’s difficult 
to get through February without thinking of love. Reds and whites, 

cupids and candies, hearts and Valentine cards - all of these make February the month perhaps 
most easily associated with love, and love is a tough word for followers of Jesus, simply because 
it holds so many meanings. 
 
I love Jesus. I love my wife. I love the Atlanta Falcons. I love chocolate. I love my children. I love 
Maryville. I love our church. I love music. I love my dogs. All these are true statements, yet they 
communicate vastly different truths. 
 
The English language economizes all these subtleties and nuances into one word - love. 
However, the Greek language in which the New Testament was written uses at least four words 
for these various forms of love. 
 
Storge is the word for love as loyalty, as in love for one’s nation, community, school, or favorite 
team. It’s also the word to describe the affectionate love within a family. Philia is the love we feel 
for our friends and neighbors. Philia + adelphos, the Greek word for brother, equals 
Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love. Eros is the romantic, passionate love that we often 
describe as being “in love.” In Greek mythology, Eros is the counterpart to Cupid, the chubby 
little winged archer whose arrows make people fall in love. 
 
When Jesus speaks of love, however, the New Testament Greek word is agape, an entirely 
different kind of love. All the other loves are reciprocal kinds of loves, relationships in which we 
expect to give and receive. Agape, however, is sometimes described as love for love’s sake. It’s 
love given without an expectation of love received. St. Thomas Aquinas defined agape as “love 
that wills the good of the other,” with no concern for the self. 
 
That’s God’s nature. God is agape. That’s the nature of God’s love for us. God loves whether we 
love in return, but the greatest commandment is that we love God with all our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength, and love our neighbors with that agape love, regardless of whether they love us 
back. 

 
             
In this month of love, there’s much to celebrate. 
God is love. God so loved the world. No one has 
greater love than Jesus. Love the Lord your God. 
Love your neighbor as yourself. In this month of 
love and always, there is much love to share.   
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Starting something in a new year is easy, but 
sticking with that new thing can prove to be 
difficult.  We were very excited to see so much 
interest in the Read Together initiative the 
Holston Conference launched on January 2nd.  
We hope you’ve been blessed with the daily 
readings and have been able to participate in 
some of the discussions online or have tuned in  
to  the podcasts.    
 
On a couple of Sundays, we’ve made bookmarks 
with the January/February reading schedule 
available to you.  At the end of February we will 
provide bookmarks for the March/April readings.   

Don’t worry if you haven’t started, or you didn’t 
keep up with all the readings.  You can do these 
anytime.   
 
As Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett said at the 
beginning of this endeavor, reading the Bible 
helps us “open ourselves to experience God’s 
presence on an individual basis and as a 
conference.”   
 

Find the reading lists,  links to sign ups for daily 
emails and more at: 

1stchurch.org/read-together .  

The Read Together initiative helps us come 
together as a community focused on reading 
and understanding scripture.  Covenant Bible 
Study also creates a sense of community where 
we can deepen our understanding of the Bible.   
 
Starting February 6th at 5:30 pm,  we bring 
back this weekly study which helps you take 
Bible reading to a new level.  Covenant is made 
up of three 8-week sessions that are all designed 
to better fit into your busy schedules.  We will 
start with the first session which focuses on 
Creating. (We hope to schedule more sessions in 
the future.) Brenda Clark will lead this first part of 
the Covenant Study.   
 
Each week people in the group will watch a  
20-minute video conversation among Biblical 

experts that is  
designed to 
spark 
conversation in 
the group.  
Participants will 
have a number 
of assigned 
readings each week.  
 
We have a limited number of free books 
available, so please sign up soon.  
 

You can do this online at:  
1stchurch.org/covenant  or  

call the church office at 865-982-1273  
and we’ll sign you up.   

T h e  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  C O V E N A N T   

G e t t i n g  2 0 2 2  s t a r t e d  w i t h  B i b l e  r e a d i n g  

H o n o r i n g  t h e  S c o u t i n g  T r a d i t i o n  

1st United Methodist Church has 
supported scouting for decades.   
Coming up on Sunday, February 
6th, 1st Church will recognize its 
Scouting Ministry by honoring 
scouts at the 10:30 am Traditional 
Worship Service  (in the 
Sanctuary).   

This will be an opportunity for 
scouts to earn service hours by 

greeting church members, 
handing out bulletins and 
collecting the offering.  It’s also a 
great way for church members to 
see how their support of scouting 
is making a difference.   

*A quick note to say that several 
pews will be reserved for scouts 
and their families on this Sunday.  

http://1stchurch.org/read-together
http://1stchurch.org/covenant
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Each time a person joins our congregation, we 
share a corporate vow; “faithfully to participate in 
the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ.” We make that vow with absolute 
integrity and sincerity, but we may struggle at 
times to articulate exactly how to fulfill that vow. 
 
We Vow is our current focus during worship.   
Over the next few weeks we continue exploring 
together some concrete ways in which we might 
live out those promises throughout 2022.  
 
Since there are five ways in which we promise to 
participate, each of our tangible ways of living in  

 
 

covenant together will also involve a “five”, so that 
we can remember our commitments simply by 
looking at one hand. 
 
Join us on Sunday mornings, whether in-person 
or online as we remember together the things 
that We Vow.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learn more at 1stchurch.org/worship.  

A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who 

brought in toilet 
paper for our January 

Go.Do. Collection.  One person commented on 
Facebook that the stack on the first  Tuesday 

looked like a JENGA puzzle.   
 

Keep watching social media, the website and the 
bulletin for details about the February Collection.  

Way to Go.Do.  

H o w  d o  w e  f u l f i l l  o u r  v o w s  

W e l c o m e  n e w s  f o r  a  t h r i v i n g  m i n i s t r y  

One of the biggest ministries here 
at 1st Church is getting a big boost 
as the New Year begins.  Thanks to 
your generosity with the 2021 
Christmas Offering, $26,000 was 
raised for Welcome Table.  
 
At around $3 per meal, that will go 
a long way in helping this ministry 
meet the needs of the community.  

We want to thank each of you who 
contributed to the Christmas 
Offering and to each of you who 
continues to serve Welcome Table 
in a variety of ways.   
 
Learn more about Welcome Table: 

1stchurch.org/welcome-table 
  

http://1stchurch.org/worship
http://1stchurch.org/welcome-table


Growing in Faith 
 
In our Wesleyan/Methodist tradition, Confirmation is a young person’s 
opportunity to learn about, embrace, and profess faith in Jesus Christ.  
All young people in sixth grade or above are welcome to participate in  
our 2022 Confirmation Class.  It begins on February 20th during the 9:15 
Sunday school hour.  
 
Over the course of several weeks, we will learn about:  

 
• the nature of God,  
• the roots of our faith and church,  
• what it means to be a lifelong follower of Jesus Christ, and  
• how we live in community as the church of Jesus Christ in the world. 
 
 

The class will meet during the Sunday school hour through the spring with a couple of extra 
opportunities on afternoons and/or evenings. Our plan is to celebrate confirmation day on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. 
 
To know more or to express interest, please contact Jonathan Jonas at jjonas@1stchurch.org.   

Getting to know each other 
 
1st Kids Ministries still needs your help with a project to help 
us get to know each other better and let people “see” the 
great families we have here at 1st Church.  We have been 
collecting family photos of our 1st Kids (and their families) 
and need some more to fill a bulletin board in the 1st Kids 
area on the lower level.  
 
Please send three or four pictures (new or old) to Kristi at 
kalton@1stchurch.org or bring them to the check-in desk 
on Sunday mornings.  

1st Kids is a growing, thriving 
ministry.  We are looking for 

people to join our team!  You do 
not want to miss out on the 

opportunity to make a difference 
in the life of a child eternally.  For 

more information on how you 
can be a part of 1st Kids 

Ministries please contact:  
 

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 
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Youth Fellowship 
Sundays at 4:00 pm  

Asbury Hall (lower level) 

NEWS 

Nathan Irwin 
Dir. 1st Youth Ministries 
nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

NEWS RESURRECTION 2022 

It was good to be “Together 
Again!”  1st Youth and a few 

adult volunteers had a 
wonderful weekend at 

Resurrection 2022 in 
Pigeon Forge, TN. on 

January 21st -23rd.  

mailto:jjonas@1stchurch.org
mailto:kalton@1stchurch.org
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Dare to hope 
 
The past two years brought unprecedented challenges for the entire 
world.  Even so, the start of a new year often brings hope and determined 
resolutions for change.  Thanks to the existence of Family Promise, 
homeless families can dare to hope.  Given a chance, and with determined 
efforts, a home of their own in their near future becomes a reality for the 
families fortunate enough to enter the mission. 

 
Presently there are four families living in the Blount County  Family Promise, static shelter.  1stUMC 
will host these families during the week of January 30th through February 6th by providing meals 
for them.   
 

Other host weeks during 2022 will be:  
April 17th -24th   

October 9th - 16th and  
December 18th - 25th.   

 
Kindly save those dates and hope that families in the Emergency Shelter phase of this mission will, 
once again, be housed in churches.  When that happens, static shelter will go back to being used 
for Transitional Housing.  That would allow the hopes for more of the 24 families on the waiting list 
for Family Promise, to be realized sooner.  
 
Sincere thanks to all those at 1stUMC who support this mission in so many ways.  The toilet paper 
collected from the Go.Do. project will continue to be appreciated for many months to come.  The 
help given to the families working their way back into their own home will be treasured for a 
lifetime.   
 
Blessings from Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promsie at 1st UMC  

EVERY WEDNESDAY  
 

5:30  Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 
 

Join us in-person or online! 

January 26th - Guest Speaker Faye Bryant 
February 2nd 

 
 
 
 

February 9th - Guest Speaker Derenda Russell 
February 16th - Guest Speaker Raymond Dotson 

February 23rd - Forgiveness 

 
CRMARYVILLETN.COM 



In memory of:  Given by: 
Helen Click   Steve & Martha Shields 
Kahren White  Steve & Martha Shields 
Coy & Letha Dixon  Herb Dixon 

Memorial Fund  

Library Fund 
Christian sympathy extended to:  
Marty Klebba in the death of his stepfather, 

Russell Ravary on December 28, 2021. 
 

Ellen Hadaway in the death of her husband, 
Kenneth on December 30, 2021.  

 

In memory of:        Given by: 
Roy & Peggy Young       Herb Dixon 

Memorials & Honorariums 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                             ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                          sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                              mhall                            ext. 106 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery           ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson       janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                               clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)  
                                                DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Children’s Ministries 
Kristi Alton            kalton                            ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth              ceaf26@att.net 
 

Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                      nirwin                            ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                      ext. 103 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Robinson             drobinson                      ext. 101 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                         ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott             ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff                      982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, January 31st 

Wesley Hall  

Staff Contacts 

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273. 
*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:              Given by: 
Steve & Sandra Monroe    Dallas, Amber & Ada Monroe 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Patrick Johnson  Cortland Valuation Group 
Jonah Nerzak  Nancy Nielson 
Betty Hester   Brad & Patsy Lunde 

In honor of:    Given by: 
Phyllis Bostick  Beverly Skinner 
Doug & Emily Smith Beverly Skinner 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Maxine Humphrey  Herb Dixon 
Jerry & Anne Lambert Karen Bennett 
Kahren White  Mike & Ibby Davis 

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Helen Click   Herb Dixon 

Music Fund 
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The Season of Lent is coming in just a few weeks.  It begins with Ash Wednesday, March 2nd.  We 
will have services at Noon in the Sanctuary and at 6:30 pm (Celebrate Recovery) in Asbury Hall . 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 


