


  WELCOME                                                                                                       Rev. Matt Hall 
Please complete an attendance card, add prayer requests on back  that you would 

like shared with staff, and place in the offering plate. 
 
  PRELUDE                                                                                          Away in A Manger 
                                arr. Michael D. Costello 
                                                                                                            Dr. Jennifer Anderson, piano 
                          
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                      Amy & Phil Large 
   
 
 
  READINGS                                                                                                            John 1:1-5, NRSV 
                                “Candles for Christmas” by Howard Thurman 
                                             Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with  God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.  
                        
  CANTATA MVT. 1                                                                                              “A Thrill of Hope” 
                             Morning Glory Chorus; Dr. Dwight Dockery, conductor 
 

Long ago, prophets knew Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new, bear his people's burden,  

freely love and pardon. 
God in time, God in man, this is God's timeless plan: 

he will come, as a man, born himself of woman, God divinely human. 
Ring, bells, ring; sing choirs sing, when he comes,  

we will make him welcome!  
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Of the Father's love begotten, ere the world began to be,  

he is Alpha and Omega. 
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing. 

Sing we now of Christmas, sing we all noel!  
Hope of all creation, Lord, Emmanuel. 
Sing we noel, a King will come, noel! 

Noel, noel. Hope of the world, Emmanuel. 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!  

Born thy people to deliver, born a child yet a king,  
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

Through thine own eternal Spirit, Hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

A thrill of hope, Emmanuel.  
 
  READINGS                                                                                                    John 3:16-17, NRSV 
                           “Love” by Susan Palo Cherwien 
                         
 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that  everyone   
                       who believes in him may not perish but may have  
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 eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to  
 condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved  through 
 him."  
   
CANTATA MVT. 2                                                                                                      “A Gift of Love” 
 

Love came down at Christmas, at the holy Savior’s birth. 
In Bethlehem on Christmas morning, love came down to earth.  

Love came down at Christmas, in a manger filled with hay. 
In Bethlehem on Christmas morning, love came down to stay. 

Heavens glowing, cattle lowing, shepherds knowing, love is born. 
Love came down at Christmas; angels gave the sign.  

Love came down at Christmas, love amazing, love divine. 
Angels, from the realms of glory wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

you who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth.  
Come and worship the newborn King, 
come, come, love has come to earth.  

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall, 

come and worship the newborn King, 
come, come, love has come for all. 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art. 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay, Lord Jesus, 

close by me forever, and love me, I pray, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there, to live with you there!  
Come, Jesus, come, our hearts control,  our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

A thrill of hope, a gift of love. 
 
READINGS                                                                                                          Luke 2:8-14, NRSV 
                       “A Time for Peace” by Susan Palo Cherwien 
                         
 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
 watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly  there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising  God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
 
CANTATA MVT. 3                                                                                             “A Prayer for Peace” 
 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our Creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  
Truly he taught us to love one another;  
his law is love and his gospel is peace. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

With God our Creator, children all are we. 



Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Oh, let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. Amen. 
 
  OFFERING MOMENT                                                               Rev. Hall         
 
  OFFERTORY MVT. 4                                                                                 “A Song of Joy” 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice; rejoice and sing to the newborn King,  
alleluia, rejoice! Rejoice!  

Mary had a baby, my Lord; Mary had a baby, rejoice, rejoice!  
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria!  

Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy! 

Repeat the sounding joy!  
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ was born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ was born today! Rejoice!  
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this;  

he has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.  
Christ was born for this, for this! Good Christian friends, rejoice!  

                              
  *DOXOLOGY (In Unison)                             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                                                                                                     VENI EMMANUEL 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
                                                                                                                
  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)       
    
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever. Amen.       
                                                                                                          
  *HYMN No. 240                                                                   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
                       MENDELSSOHN 
                                                                         
  *BENEDICTION 
 
  POSTLUDE                                                                Angels from the Realms of Glory 
                                     arr. Mark Hayes 



 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP MUSIC SPECIAL  

10:30 am in Asbury Hall (lower level) 
 We hope you will stick around today for a special worship 

service filled with more sounds of the seasons.  This happens 
downstairs in Asbury Hall at 10:30 am.  The 1st UMC Praise 
Band and visiting musicians bring you a special worship 

experience featuring familiar hymns of Christmas along with 
some modern musical interpretations.  

LATER TODAY 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
11:45 AM IN WESLEY HALL (upper level) 
Kids and their families are invited to an afternoon of 

Christmas fun following the 10:30 am Worship Services. Pizza 
and crafts are on the menu for this special holiday celebration.  

 
Throughout the season of Advent & Christmas,  

 “The Weary World REJOICES” as together we prepare 
for and celebrate the birth of a Savior.  

 



Happening at 

Recycle worship bulletins in the bins located near the front and 
Porte Cochere entrances of the Sanctuary and in the hallway 

outside Asbury Hall (downstairs).  

During this season of Advent we invite  you to a time of reflection 
and preparation each Wednesday at Noon at our   

Advent Noonday Worship Services.   


