


WELCOME                                                                          Rev. Sarah Slack 
Please complete an attendance card, add prayer requests on back               

that you would like shared with staff, and place in the offering plate. 
 
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                      
                              
  PRELUDE                                               Gentle Jesus, Sweetly Sleep 
                         arr. James Pethel 
                                                                                Dwain Pesterfield, organ 
 
  CALL TO WORSHIP              from Isaiah 9 and 60, NRSV 
                     Dr. Dwight Dockery 

 
 Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
 People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 Leader: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick  
 darkness the peoples;  
 People: but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will 
 appear over you. 
 Leader: Nations shall come to your light,  
 People: and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 Leader: The people who walked in darkness  
 People: have seen a great light; 
 Leader: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness,  
 People: on them light has shined. 
 Leader: Let us celebrate the Light of the world,  
 People: for upon us has the Light shined. 
 
  *HYMN 224                     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
                                                                                              IN DULCI JUBILO 
                 
  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)          
          
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,                                              
 and the glory, forever. Amen.                                                                                            
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CAROL SING (UMH) 

 
*HYMN 217 (v. 1)                       Away in a Manger 

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  

the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  
 

*HYMN 218 (v. 1)                                  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
 

It came upon the midnight clear,  
that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth  
to touch their harps of gold:  

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,  
from heaven’s all-gracious King.”  
The world in solemn stillness lay,  

to hear the angels sing.   
 

*HYMN 221 (v. 1, 4)                                                    In the Bleak Midwinter  
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.  

 
*HYMN 238 (v. 1, 2)                                   Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

Angels we have heard on high 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heavenly song? (Refrain)  
 

*HYMN 245 (v. 1, 2)                                                                     The First Noel 
 

The first Noel the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  

 
 



Refrain: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  

born is the King of Israel.  
 

They looked up and saw a star  
shining in the east, beyond them far;  
and to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain)  
 

  *HYMN 250 (v. 1, 4)                                            Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Once in royal David’s city  
stood a lowly cattle shed,  

where a mother laid her baby  
in a manger for his bed;  

Mary, loving mother mild,  
Jesus Christ, her little child.  

 
And our eyes at last shall see him,  
through his own redeeming love;  
for that child so dear and gentle  

is our Lord in heaven above;  
and he leads his children on  

to the place where he is gone.  
                                                                     
  *DOXOLOGY No. 94 (In Unison)  
              Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts. 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts. 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!        

 
  ANTHEM                      Winter Snow 
                                                                              Audrey Assad; ed. Chris Lee 

 
  SCRIPTURE                                                                Luke 2:22-38, NRSV 
 
  SERMON                                                        The Weary World Rejoices 
                                          Rev. Slack 
 
  *HYMN 251                                                        Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
             GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN               
                                                                            
  *BENEDICTION 
 
  POSTLUDE                                                                     Joy to the World 
                          arr. Herbert Colvin 

 
 *Please stand or lift your heart 

 
ONLINE GIVING  

1stchurch.org/giving 



Throughout 2022, people throughout the Holston Conference of 
the United Methodist Church will be reading the Bible together. 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett said this initiative “helps us open 
ourselves to experience God’s presence on an individual basis 
and as a conference.” 

 

If you are interested in being a part of this “Read Together” 
initiative please visit 1stchurch.org/read-together .  On this page 
you will find links to sign up for daily emails, download the daily 



Happening at 

Recycle worship bulletins in the bins located  
near the front and Porte Cochere entrances of the Sanctuary 

and in the hallway outside Asbury Hall (downstairs).  
 

To Reach A Pastor: 865-518-6330   


