
 
 
My heart warms and my anticipation grows  
as November 25th approaches, because 
Thanksgiving is simply my favorite day of  
the year. 
 
Maybe I love this day and season so much  
partly because of anticipation.  Once 
Thanksgiving arrives, Advent begins soon  
after with its crescendo of 
excitement and activity 
through Christmas and 
beyond. Perhaps it’s 
because of sentiment.  
 
Thanksgivings past were 
days to gather with 
extended family in small, 
warm houses amid the 
late autumn cold. They 
were days to recognize 
clearly the cocoon of love in 
which I’ve always lived. 
 
I know that it’s because of 
the table. Certainly,  
I love the foods, but to an even greater extent,  
I love that this is a day that we pause from our 
daily busyness to gather around the table. It 
feels very much like a preview of the Kingdom 
of Heaven when we share the table with each 
other, as Jesus so often gathered around the 
table with those he loved and welcomed. 
 
The older I am, the more it’s because of the 
relaxation. I’ll confess that Advent and 
Christmas are busy, stressful times in        
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christian ministry. Sometimes, I can feel 
physically tired and spiritually exhausted 
because of the many responsibilities in those 
seasons.  
 
My only Thanksgiving responsibilities are 
helping with the cooking and offering the meal 
blessing. It’s so relaxing and enjoyable. 

It’s also because of the 
simplicity. I love that we 
set aside a holiday - 
Christmas - to celebrate 
God’s love for us revealed 
in Jesus’ incarnation. I’m 
weary and wary, however, 
of the ways we have 
commercialized, 
secularized, and trivialized 
that holy day. We may 
have to search diligently 
to find the Prince of 
Peace in that frenetic 
season.  
 

On Thanksgiving day, we simply express 
gratitude to God for the abundant and eternal 
lives we live. 
 
Maybe it’s ultimately about the gratitude. I have 
so much for which to give thanks. It’s a blessing 
to my soul and spirit to set aside one whole day 
to focus my gratitude upon the God who gives. 
God gives life, sustenance, companionship, 
redemption, community—everything that 
makes our lives abundant. I’m so grateful for a 
day set aside to say I’m grateful. 
                                                              
                                                   
                                                                         
                                                 Senior Pastor 

A time to be GRATEFUL 



Children’s Director Search Update 

As we told you in the last edition of The Church Bell our children’s ministry 
director, Denise Johns is resigning after fifteen years of faithful and effective 
ministry.  A search process for her successor has been underway for a few weeks, 
and leaders of our congregation are interviewing candidates soon. Please pray 
that we find the right person to lead our children’s ministries into an exciting 
new future of blessing families, changing lives, and helping precious children 
become lifelong followers of Jesus Christ. 

Charge Conference 2021 

Each year, 1st United Methodist Church and 
all other UMCs are required by the 
discipline to convene a Charge Conference.  
This meeting serves as the basic governing 
body of the local church.  Members of the 
Church Council and Members of the 
Church can all participate in this meeting.  

This year’s Charge Conference is coming up 
on Sunday, November 28th at 3:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary.  

 

On November 22nd, Church Council will 
meet at 6:30 pm to handle all of the 
business needed for Charge Conference.   

Welcome to the 1st Church Family 

Mary Bell  

Rev. Bill Green (Retired)  
& Jenny Green 

Noelle “Niki” Dorn 
Carrie, & Justin Hall  

Children: Ian & Caroline 

Not Pictured: 
Vanessa Painter 

Audrey Van Norstran 
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Throughout November, we have shared the Exponential worship series to remember that God’s way 
is multiplication, God’s will is multiplication, and God’s multiplication is exponential.  
 
As we have focused on this, we’ve explored the ways in which God might call us to offer up our 
witness and generosity to be multiplied by the power of the Holy Spirit for an impact far beyond our 
imagination. 
 
Will you please participate in the effort by praying about 
what God might call you to give  
to and through 1st Church’s ministries in 2022?  
 
From your annual income, will you please prayerfully 
consider giving 5%, a biblical tithe of 10%, or even more to 
the disciple-making work of the church?  

 1st NEWS 

It was nice to see the return of the 
Alternative Gift Fair.  Thanks to all the 
vendors who came out on November 7th 
and thanks to everyone who took time to 
shop and support these ministries and 
organizations.    

AGF Thanks Mask Update 

Thanks to your 
generosity dozens of 
people will have coats 
this winter to protect them for the cold.  In all, 
you brought in 80+  coats to our October Go.Do. 
Collection.  There will not be a Go.Do. Collection 
in December.  

Looking to 2022 

With gratitude to God for 
declining COVID-19 case 
counts and for children’s 
opportunities to be vaccinated, 1st Church no 
longer asks worshipers and ministry participants 
to wear masks. However, this is a 
compassionate, hospitable community in which 
anyone is welcome to wear a mask for any 
reason.  

Please be charitable and patient if there are 
exceptions in the near term, especially in 
ministries like Welcome Table that we share 
with other congregations and constituents.  

In all cases, thank you for demonstrating love for 
neighbors by making everyone feel welcome! 

Coats for the Cold 

South Sudan Lessons in Sunday 

On Sunday, November 14th, Chris Hurley 
and Betty Asha paid a visit to the Heritage 
Sunday School class.   

Betty is a student at 
Maryville College who 
plans on returning  to 
her native country of  
South Sudan where 
she hopes to 
participate in the 
government offer 
allowing women to 
serve in 25% of  
leadership roles, 
something written in 
to their constitution.  

To see how your giving makes an 
eternal difference or to offer an estimate 

of your 2022 giving, please visit:  
www.1stchurch.org/stewardship. 

http://1stchurch.org/stewardship


On the night Christ was born ,the  long wait was finally over.
from all they had endured and had awaited the arrival of a Messiah.

Angels appeared; a bright star lit up the sky; and people proclaimed the Good News 
from the hills and everywhere.  A thrill of hope was in the air, and the weary world 

REJOICED, for born this day in the City of David was Christ the Lord.

During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, 1st Church invites you to prepare for the 
birth of a savior and REJOICE in the miracle that is Christmas.

DECEMBER 5th 

8:15 am 

Morning Glory Chorus presents “A Thrill of Hope” 

As we prepare for the birth of Christ, the chorus 
from our early morning worship service tells the 
story of Christmas through a beautiful selection of 
songs.  The presentation, “A Thrill of Hope” comes 
to you during the worship service in the Sanctuary. 

10:30 am 

Contemporary Worship Christmas Special  

Visiting vocalists and musicians join the 1st UMC Praise Team in 
presenting a mixture of music and readings to help us celebrate as well 
as anticipate the birth of the Messiah.   

11:45 am 

1st Kids Christmas Celebration 

Kids and their families are invited to keep the “Christmas Crafts” tradition 
going here at 1st UMC.  This year’s fun happens in Wesley Hall following the 
10:30 worship services.  Come enjoy some pizza for lunch and time working 
on some Christmas Crafts.  “Kids” of all ages are invited to be part of the 
Celebration.   

DECEMBER 12th 

Wednesdays
During Advent

10:30 am & 7:00 pm 

Chancel Choir & Orchestra Present “A Light in the Stable” 

The highly anticipated Christmas Cantata returns for 2021.  This year’s 
presentation comes from Alan Bullard and features several familiar 
carols as well as original songs including one depicting the angels 
singing “Glory to God.”  

At 10:30 am, the Cantata is presented as part of the Traditional Worship 
Service. The encore performance happens at 7:00 pm.  Both happen in 
the Sanctuary. 

10:30 am

Christmas Sunday Worship

(ONE SERVICE ONLY)

 

Christmas is here and the 
Weary World Rejoices! 

On this Sunday there will only 
be ONE combined worship 

service in the Sanctuary.



12:00 pm 

Noonday Worship 

As we prepare for Christmas 
we invite you to take time out 

of your day to pause and 
reflect on why we REJOICE 

during this season.   

These brief worship services 
will have scripture readings, 

special music and a message 
focused on the Advent season.  

DECEMBER 19th 

3:00 pm 

Christmas Recital 

Shelley Maddox (soprano) and Dr. Jennifer 
Anderson (piano) perform a recital of 

Christmas music in the beautifully decorated 
Sanctuary of 1st Church on this Sunday 

before Christmas.  During this time you are 
invited to REJOICE in the season with a 

selection of familiar carols, spirituals and 
songs of the season.  

DECEMBER 21st 

7:00 pm 

Blue Christmas Worship Service  

While the Christmas season is one for celebrating, being cheerful and in the 
mood for the celebrations can be difficult if you’ve experienced loss recently.  

On this night we celebrate the season while also acknowledging how difficult 
it is to have lost a loved one.  

DECEMBER 24th 

2:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Worship Especially for Children & Families  

 
The first Christmas Eve service of the day happens in the afternoon here 

at 1st UMC. This is usually a time when kids (and many adults) are 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of Christmas Day.   

Through unique storytelling, music and interactive elements, this early 
afternoon service is designed for children of all ages.  

7:00 pm & 10:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Worship  

 
Sharing the story of Christ's birth and sharing the light this event brings 

are key elements of this evening Christmas Eve Service.  
We invite you to spend this special time with us as the Weary World 

REJOICES in the Good News that Christ is born! 
Both services are in the Sanctuary.  

December 26th 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
Meet Sundays at 4:00 pm  

from now through 
December 12th.   

Will resume on January 9th.  
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sunday, December 12th 

4:00 pm  

Thanking Veterans 
Ted “Gunner” Ousley of WIVK 
Radio recently stopped by the 
church to pick up cards 1st 
Church kids made.  
 
“Gunner” took them to local 
veterans in honor of Veterans 
Day.  He and the radio station 
are both big supporters of 
veterans of and the ones 
currently serving in the  
Armed Forces.  

1st Kids Christmas Celebration 
December 5th at 11:45 am 
 
This Christmas Celebration is 
happening right after the 10:30 
worship services in Wesley Hall.  
Come enjoy time together 
eating pizza and working on 
some Christmas Crafts.  

This time of year, families make an extra effort to gather and express what 
they are thankful for.  For those who were homeless and are working or 
worked their way back into a home of their own, there is indeed much 
thanks to be given.   
 
At the time of this writing, Family Promise of Blount County reports the 
following for 2021: 
 

Emergency Shelter served 4 families including 12 children and 6 adults.  Currently 2 families 
comprised of 3 adults and 6 children reside there. 
 
Transitional Housing has 6 families consisting of 16 children and 11 adults.   
There are 5 families who graduated into Going Home, Staying Home and 
continue to receive support.  Pictured on the right are the parents of the  
most recent family moving in to their own home.  Their 3 children were at 
school when the photo was taken but all are thankful to be "home for the 
holidays". 
 
Prevention Services kept 17 families from being evicted from their homes. 
Diversion Services provided help for 8 families. 
 
Amidst these troubling times, there is indeed much to be thankful for.  
Because of your efforts, these families overcame/are overcoming the odds 
and worked/are working their way back into a place called home.   
 
Bless you and Happy Thanksgiving. 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1st  UMC. 

January 21st—23rd 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge, TN 

Registration is now open. 
Cost is $150 

Register through the church at: 
1stchurch.org/resurrection.   

http://1stchurch.org/resurrection
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In memory of: Given by: 
Helen Click  Jerry & Shirley Smith 
Cindy Thomas Jama Pickens 
Cindy Thomas Lynn Gray 
Cindy Thomas Susan Woods 
Cindy Thomas Barbara Leach 

Memorial Fund  Welcome Table 

In memory of: Given by: 
Bernie Starner Sam Crawford 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
The family of Kahren White, including her husband Andy and their daughters Sara Kate and 

Delaney.  Kahren died on November 2nd.  

Coming up at Celebrate Recovery 
 

November 24th 
Thanksgiving Message 

 
December 1st 

Confess 
 

December 8th 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas 

 
December 15th 

The Word Players  
 

December 22nd 
The Christmas Story 

In Memoriam 

Kahren White 
Joined First Church: 
September 25, 2005 

Entered the Church Triumphant: 
November 3, 2021 

Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of: Given by: 
Cecil Carmen Charles & Swanya Pitts 

Memorials & Honorariums 

EVERY WEDNESDAY  
 

5:30  Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 
 

Join us in-person or online! 
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