
This is not what we planned. 
 
How many times have we heard or uttered that lament over the past eight months? 
 
This year has required us all to be unusually patient and flexible, but as the holiday season arrives, I find that I 
feel more depressed and distressed than I have until now. I have so many beloved and cherished holiday 
sentiments, traditions, and rituals that are in jeopardy because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Like so many of you, we Jonases will not be with our extended family for Thanksgiving, and though we cling to 
Christmas hope, we realize that this just might be a year in which we celebrate all holidays differently than we 
ever have before. 
 
This is just not what we planned. 
 
Throughout the coming weeks of Advent, however, as we retell and rehear the stories of Jesus’ birth from the 
gospels of Matthew and Luke, we will recall that we’re not the first to complain that our plans don’t match our 
circumstances. 
 
• All the poor people of the Roman empire probably didn’t plan for another taxation. 
• Zachariah didn’t plan to lose his voice for over nine months. 
• Mary didn’t plan to become pregnant as a young, unmarried woman. 
• Joseph didn’t plan for his wife-to-be to bear another’s son. 
• Neither of them planned for the child to be born in a feed trough. 
• Herod didn’t plan to lose his throne. 
 
Any of them - all of them - might easily have said, “This is not what we planned!” 
 
As it turned out, however, God worked beautifully and miraculously beyond their plans, ideas, and 
expectations to usher in the age of Emmanuel or “God with us” through Jesus Christ. 
 
In Advent 2020, thank you in advance for your patience and flexibility. We’re working diligently to discern and 
imagine the best ways to worship and celebrate together with the least chance of endangering each other. 
Both in our planning and in the resulting opportunities, I have no doubt that there will be moments when you, I, 
all of us shake our heads in disappointment, thinking to ourselves or saying aloud, “This is not what we 
planned.” 
 
I invite and encourage us all to remember together that God has a proven track record of moving through and 
beyond the disappointments to bring extravagant blessing into our midst. There’s no reason to believe God 
cannot or will not do it again - even in 2020! 
 
 
  Rev. Jonathan Jonas 

Senior Pastor 1st UMC - Maryville 
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Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM 
Starting November 29th 

with Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
Getting to know the “other” people in Jesus’ birth stories can help us to appreciate the stories even more fully. 
Over the four Sunday evenings of Advent, our Senior Pastor Jonathan Jonas will lead a Bible study to appreciate 
their stories a little more fully.  
 
We’ll get to know:  
• Quirinius  
• Herod  
• Zachariah  
• Elizabeth  
• Joseph  
• Mary 
• the shepherds  
• and the wise men. 
 
Jonathan’s original plan was to lead the class in-person at the church, but with rising COVID-19 case counts, he 
is certainly willing to lead it online.  
 
Please contact him by email at jjonas@1stchurch.org to express your interest and to let him know whether 
you’d prefer to meet in-person or online. 
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Traditions Continue 
 
While the COVID-19 pandemic has us changing 
the way we do many things, traditions continue. 
One of those is decorating the trees in the 
Sanctuary and getting other areas of the church 
ready for the Advent and Christmas seasons.   
 
Last week, a few members of the United Methodist 
Women brought out the Chrismon ornaments and 
with help from our Maintenance Director Paul 
Brown, got the trees ready in the Sanctuary. 
Asbury Hall will also be decorated for the season. 
 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th. 
Throughout the season we’ll be trying to keep 
traditions going, although they might be done in a 
different way.    

We hope you will join us during the Advent season as we look at the common themes associated with the season: 
Hope, Love, Joy & Peace.  Online worship will continue each week at 10:00 am and we will have in-person worship 
in Asbury Hall each Sunday at 10:30 am.  Please remember that COVID-19 safety protocols are in place for  
in-person worship.   
 
Check out what you need to know before you go to in-person worship at 1stchurch.org/worship-at-1st.   
 
We hope you will be able to join us during this treasured season of preparation leading up to Christmas.    

Music helps us prepare the way for the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Beloved hymns, treasured 
melodies and even some fun songs help make the 
season complete.   
 
While there won’t be a grand Christmas Cantata or even 
a Children’s Program this year, music will still be an 
important part of the season and we hope you can be a 
part of it. 
 
On Sunday, December 20th, we will premiere a 
Christmas music special online (on Facebook, YouTube 
and 1stchurch.org).  This will feature members of our 
1st UMC choir and the extended 1st UMC music family.   
 
Throughout the season you will also find special 
“flashbacks” to music from Christmases past on our 
social media channels and on 1stchurch.org.  
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Christmas Cantata Broadcast 
This Christmas you will be able to catch 
portions of the Chancel Choir Cantatas from 
2018 & 2019 on television. 
 
December 24th  
10:00 to 11:00 pm on WBXX CW 20 
 
December 25th  
 5:00 to 6:00 pm on WVLT Channel 8 
10:00 to 11:00 pm on WBXX CW 20 

http://1stchurch.org/worship-at-1st


Making a difference 
 
The Go.Do. efforts in 2020 have been a bit different, but each and 
every time we’ve asked you to Go.Do. you’ve come through in a big 
way.  November was no exception as you filled our Go.Do. bin and 
the entryway to the church with plenty of Peanut Butter and Canned 
Meats.   
 
These items are going to the Community Food Connection of 
Blount County where they will go a long way in helping make a 
difference in people’s lives.   
 
Each month more than 6,000 people in Blount County need food 
assistance and CFC relies on both food and monetary donations to 
keep its mission going.  Thanks to everyone who donated items this 
month and to the many other Go.Do. collections throughout the 
year.  
 
There will not be a special Go.Do. collection in December, but there 
are plenty of ways you can continue the Go.Do. spirit throughout 
this season of giving.  Let us know how you plan to Go.Do. over the 
next month by sending us an email at 
communications@1stchurch.org or sending us a message via 
Facebook or Twitter.    
 
 

 

Advent Study with Rev. Matt Hall 
 
 
This year (probably more than ever) Christmas will come in the midst of chaos.  And 
according to James W. Moore, author of “Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam” 
that’s always been the case.  In Bethlehem more than 2,000 years ago God broke 
into our noisy disorder when God became known in Jesus Christ. 
 
This Advent Season, Rev. Matt Hall leads you through this study of how Christ breaks 
into our chaos and confusion and brings Christmas to us. This will be an in-person 
Advent Study following the COVID-19 protocols of social distancing and wearing a 
mask.  (The size of the class will determine where the class will meet).  
 
The Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam study meets on Mondays (November 
30th to December 21st)  from11:00 am to 12:00 pm.    
 
You can sign up:  
• Online at 1stchurch.org/Bethlehem  
• By calling Matt at 865-982-1273  
• By emailing Matt at mhall@1stchurch.org  
 
Once you’ve signed up, Matt will be in touch about getting the guides for the study 
and where you will be meeting.  
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Heading into the Advent/Christmas season we wanted you to know that Children’s Programming is back at 
1st UMC!  With the COVID-19 safety protocols it is important to note that reservations are highly 
recommended due to space.  Masks and social distancing will be part of the routine as well as our staff 
doing some extra cleaning between programming times.  
 
For now, Children’s Programming will happen on Wednesday Evenings (Celebrate Recovery) and 
Sunday Mornings (during the Sunday School hour and 10:30 am Worship) in the Gathering Room 
(which is signed as the Nursery).   
  
Requirements to attend Children’s programming: 
  
• Children must be 3 years old and able to go unassisted to the restroom. 
• Children must be from 3 years old - 6th grade for Celebrate Recovery and the Sunday morning 9:15 am   
      gathering (The ages for the 10:30 worship gathering is 3-years old through 2nd grade). 
• All children must wear masks while on church property.  Masks will be available at the church prior to 

entering the building. 
• Children must have a normal temperature. 
• Children must be healthy and not have been exposed to anyone with COVID-19 in the previous two 

weeks. 
  
*It is also suggested that you feed your child before coming to the church, as no snacks will be consumed 
at the church due to safety concerns. 
 
Families are asked to reserve a spot for their children each week by Tuesday at noon (for Wednesday 
evenings) and by Friday at Noon (for Sunday programming).  
 

RESERVE A SPOT FOR WEDNESDAYS AND/OR SUNDAYS AT: 
1STCHURCH.ORG/RESERVATIONS   
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• Youth will continue meeting outside on Sundays from 5:00 to 
6:00 pm each Sunday. 

• The Youth Christmas Party (and the last meeting of the year) 
is on December 13th.  

• No Youth Fellowship on December 20th, December 27th 
and January 3rd. 

• In 2021 the first youth fellowship meeting is set to happen on 
January 10th depending on weather and health. 

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohsn@1stchurch.org 

http://1stchurch.org/reservations


Counting your blessings 
 
Thanksgiving is a special time to count blessings.  The existence of Family Promise is a 
true blessing for children and caretakers who would otherwise be homeless.  
 
In the last edition of The Church Bell we reported Chrissy and her daughter Jaden moved 
into their new permanent home!  As they were moving in a game-ender revealed itself, black 
mold! That put them back to square one.  Given the wait list for affordable housing in Blount 
County is 12 to 18 months it was a devastating blow.   

 
By a miracle another place became available and the move did indeed happen.  Here is what Chrissy wanted the 
case manager to share.  "Chrissy was so happy that she teared up when she was given her key to her new place 
and the property manager said, 'Welcome Home'.“ Chrissy  is so thankful and grateful for everyone who walked 
along side of her through the Family Promise programs.  Please pray for Chrissy and Jaden as they begin their 
new journey."    
 
In other news there are families waiting in line to join this mission that offers help to those in desperate need.  A 
mom and dad along with their two and three-year-old children are next in line.  Also, seven-year-old John David 
who had open heart surgery back in March is doing quite well.  
 
Looking forward to the time when 1

st
UMC once again hosts in person.  When that happens more volunteers will 

be needed.  A one-time training is required to serve as a host and can be accomplished virtually.  It will take 
approximately 30 minutes in total and can be found at https://familypromise.org/volunteer-training-videos . 
 
Have a blessed and safe Thanksgiving.  While moving into Advent if you would like to get/give something special 
for Christmas, remember the Second Chance Family Promise Thrift Store at 705 E. Lincoln Rd., Alcoa, TN.  Go to 
https://blountfamilypromise.org/ and click on “Thrift Stores” to get the store hours and details on how to drop off 
donations or set up for items to be picked up from your home, etc. 
 
Blessings, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC 

While Hope, Love, Joy and Peace are themes of the Advent Season, they are also things you will find each week at 
Celebrate Recovery.  This Christ-Centered ministry focuses on healing your hurts, hang-ups and habits.  This 
supportive community of believers is open to everyone.  
 
In-person worship and share groups meet on Wednesday nights beginning at 6:30 pm in Asbury Hall on the lower 
level of the church.  Share groups meet around 7:00 pm.  We are following COVID-19 safety protocols so you do 
need to wear a mask and practice social distancing.  
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Welcome Table 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Nancy Cate  Gerald & Betty Smith 
Jane Sanders  Mae Owenby 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
 

Richard Copeland in the death of his mother 
Rose Marie Copeland on November 14th. 

 
Sandra Hall in the death of her mother, 

Lucy Simmons Rushing on November 13th. 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Tommy & Carol Hunt 
Jane Sanders  Ben & Bonny Sugg 
Lee Kull  Tommy & Carol Hunt 
Lee Kull  Heritage Sunday School Clas 
Joan Gates  Tommy & Carol Hunt 

Memorial Fund 

We just wanted to thank everyone who has turned in an estimate of giving card, whether you did so in one of 
our drive through events, mailed it in, or filled one out online. These cards will help the Finance Committee 
and Church Council as they work to budget faithfully and reasonably for 2021. 
 
If you have not turned in your estimate of giving card there is still time.   
• Mail your cards to 804 Montvale Station Road - Maryville, TN 37803. 
• Go online and fill out the form at 1stchurch.org/stewardship. 
• Bring it by the church office or to in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am.  
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Here’s what you’ll find in this edition of The Church Bell 

• Rev. Jonathan Jonas takes a look at something we’ve all said a lot this year, “This is 
not what we planned.” 

• Check out the details about two Advent studies beginning soon. 

• Find out what the music department and others have planned for the season ahead. 

• Family Promise brings you a story of “miracle” one family in the program 
encountered recently.  


