


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Fast away the old year passes.” 
 
In most years, that single sentence from “Deck the Halls” is merely descriptive. As Christmas approaches, so 
does the end of the old year merely days later. This year, that simple line might be more inspirational. As 
Christmas approaches, so does the end of a year that has been chaotic for almost everyone. We all have 
reasons to grieve in 2020. 
 
Overwhelmed by the chaos, some might feel that Christmas is stripped of its joy this year. So many of our 
traditions, routines, and sacred rhythms are disrupted. We miss the people, the music, special occasions and 
gatherings. We miss the merry-ness of Christmas. 
 
Lest we despair, I challenge us to remember that the story of Jesus’ birth was made for exactly such times as 
2020. Recall some details of the story that we minimize in all of our merry-making: 
 
• The people are registering to pay more taxes to an oppressive foreign government; 
• Mary & Joseph travel about seventy miles on foot to be oppressed and taxed; 
• There’s no room (or no room for them) in the inn; 
• Their child is born in a place unfit for human habitation; 
• They’re newlyweds who are part of God’s plan in a way they barely understand; and 
• They will have to avoid a despotic king who will kill anyone to hold his throne. 
 
So far, there’s not much reason to sing “Joy to the World.” 
 
In those chaotic circumstances, however, the God of all creation chose to offer hope to all people through all 
time in the form of a baby born in the most unusual (chaotic?) circumstances. 
 
God’s incarnation through Jesus Christ didn’t come in the good times—at least in the eyes of most Israelites. 
Instead, God chose to shine an everlasting light into a dark time. 
 
Maybe this is the perfect year to be overwhelmed and amazed by God’s love. Rather than fearing that 
Christmas is stripped of joy, perhaps we might entertain the thought that the miraculous story of God’s love is 
stripped of distractions this year, so that we can receive and believe it in simpler purity. 
 
I pray that the light of Jesus Christ shines into whatever darkness you may feel this season. I thank you for the 
ways you lift up the light of Jesus Christ into the darkness of homes and hearts around us. 
 
“Fast away the old year passes,” and because of our hope in Jesus Christ, the best is ahead! 
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Christmas Cantata Broadcast 
While there wasn’t a Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata this 
year, you will be able to catch one on TV,Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Morning.  With the help of the folks at 
WVLT-TV, 1st UMC Maryville is offering up a special 
presentation with portions of the Chancel Choir Cantata 
from 2018 mixed in with a message from 2020.  We hope 
you are able to enjoy this special television broadcast as 
you celebrate Christmas with your family.  

Musical Memories of Christmases Past 
 
1st United Methodist Church’s rich history includes countless 
presentations of special music during the Christmas season.  
Whether it was the Chancel Choir Cantata (which has been a 
tradition for more than 30 years) or the children’s program, this time 
of year often produces some of the most memorable presentations of 
music of the year.  
 
Each week during Advent our online worship services have included 
special pieces from the Evensong Handbell Choir, string quartets , 
members of the choir, Dwain on the majestic pipe organ and much 
more.  We hope you’ve enjoyed the music of the season so far.  
 
Online at 1stchurch.org/Christmas, we’ve put together selections of 
musical presentations from years past that we hope you’ve been able 
to enjoy.  If not, be sure and check them out and share them with 
your friends and family, a great thing to “gift” this Christmas season.  

We sing you a Merry Christmas! 
 
For the past few weeks members of the music department 
and our video production team have been working to bring 
you a musical treat for the Christmas season. It’s coming 
your way ONLINE. It’s our way of bringing you the beloved 
hymns, treasured melodies and some musical fun into your 
home as we can’t be together in-person for our usual big 
musical celebrations.  
 
“Music of the Season” premieres on Facebook and 
YouTube on December 20th at 7:00 pm, but don’t worry if 
you can’t watch it then.  You’ll be able to watch it on either 
of those platforms later as well as on 1stchurch.org/
Christmas.   
 
Be sure and tune in and remind your friends and family (no 
matter where they are).  We sing you a Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year, too!      

December 24th  
10:00 to 11:00 pm on WBXX CW 20 

 
December 25th  

 5:00 to 6:00 pm on WVLT Channel 8 
10:00 to 11:00 pm on WBXX CW 20 

http://1stchurch.org/Christmas
http://facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://youtube.com/1stchurchorg


Christmas Eve Worship 
 
There’s really no need to say that Christmas Eve will be 
different this year, but there will still be time for us to 
remember how God (on this special night) brought light 
into a dark world.   
 
At 2:00 pm, our worship service, which is focused on 
children and families, will premiere on Facebook and 
YouTube and will be available at 1stchurch.org.  The 
same will happen with our 7:00 pm Traditional Worship 
service.  Both of these will be ONLINE for viewing 
during the premiere and afterward.  
 
We are still planning one in-person worship service (and 
a communion service—details at the bottom of the 
page), but space is limited and by the time you receive 
this newsletter, we may already be at capacity.  If space 
is still available you will be able to sign up at 
1stchurch.org/CE . 
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The Christmas Story presented at CR 
 
Christmas is a time for celebrating the birth of a savior. 
God sent his son Jesus Christ to bring light into a 
troubled world.  
 
On the evening of Wednesday, December 23rd, Rev. 
Matt Hall brings you a special message for the 
Christmas season.  
 
This is an in-person event that will also be streamed on 
CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch and on  
Facebook.com/CRMaryvilleTN . 
 
We hope you can join us online or here at the church. 
 

Communion on Christmas Eve 
 
The absence of in-person worship for much of the year 
meant we were unable to take part in the holy 
sacrament of communion.  When we have been able to 
offer communion we’ve done it using pre-packaged 
elements to help ensure safety.  
 
On Christmas Eve, we will be offering a brief in-person 
Communion service in the Sanctuary.  This is open to 
everyone and we will be observing our safety protocols 
including wearing a mask, social distancing and the 
cleaning and disinfecting of the sanctuary.   
 
There is no need to sign up for this event.  

http://facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://youtube.com/1stchurchorg
http://1stchurch.org/Christmas
http://1stchurch.org/CE
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch
http://facebook.com/CRMaryvilleTN


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  A way to bless others 
 
Looking for a quick way to “gift” something before 
Christmas?  Why not pick up some non-perishable 
foods and bring them over to our Blessing Box 
located at the front edge of our parking lot facing 
Montvale Station Road.  
 
Just open the door and place the items inside.  
People who need the items can take what they 
need at anytime.  It’s one of the ways we are 
working to meet the needs of the community in 
what’s been a difficult time for many.  

United Methodist Women Gift Bags 
 
Earlier this month, the United Methodist Women prepared gift bags for 
the Wesley House Community Center grannies and one  
grand-gentleman!   
 
Items in the bags included: 
• Toilet paper 
• Kleenex 
• Scarves for the ladies and a hat for the gentleman 
• Lip balm, hand cream, hand sanitizer, hand soap and body lotion 
• Jams, soup 
• Little notebooks, paper pads and pen 
• Christmas book, bookmark, pen and magnet  
• A UMW prayer bear.  
 
Dianne McRae, Julienne Moore and Mary Kay Hamlin delivered the 26 bags to Wesley House where they 
were distributed by Wesley House staff.   The UMW wishes to thank everyone who brought items for the bags 
and who donated towards this fun project.  
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Help needed! 
 
Snacks are an important part of the Welcome Table to-go 
ministry these days and your help is needed to keep this 
part of the meal going.  
 
If you can help once a month by baking or buying cookies 
or brownies that would be awesome! 
 
• Bake or purchase three or four dozen cookies or 

brownies (WITHOUT NUTS). 
• Package the cookies and/or brownies by twos in small 

baggies.  
• Drop them off at the Kitchen Door in the back of the 

church on Thursdays from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  
 
If this is something you can do, please email Bernice 
Howard at bernicehoward@gmail.com.  Please include 
your name, cell phone number and email address. Please 
let us know which Thursday of the month you can provide 
the snacks and if you want to do this more than one week, 
let Bernice know that too.  
 
All current volunteers, please confirm which week or 
weeks you will be providing snacks.  You can also call 
Bernice with questions at 850-304-3376.  

A time of prayer 
On Wednesday, December 23rd from Noon until 

1:00 pm, the Sanctuary will be open for an  
in-person time of prayer.  Just come and go as you 
wish as we continue to prepare for the coming of 

Christ this Advent Season.  



 
As we head into the last few days before Christmas we have a few reminders about Kids’ programming 
and childcare.   There will be NO children’s programming  for Wednesdays  December 23rd & December 
30th.  No child care is provided on Christmas Eve for the in-person worship service at 7:00 (visit 
1stchurch.org/CE for details and to sign up to attend the service) or the Communion service at Noon.  
 
Sundays we will continue offering two opportunities for Children in the morning, one during the Sunday 
School hour and the other during in-person worship.  Please sign up your children in advance.   
 

All COVID-19 safety protocols will be in place.  Please check out the requirements and get the sign up 
information at 1stchurch.org/1st-Kids.  
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• No Youth Fellowship on December 20th, 
December 27th and January 3rd. 

• In 2021 the first youth fellowship meeting is 
set to happen on January 10th depending on 
weather and health. 

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-Youth 

or 
Contact 1st Youth Director, Rev. Nathan Irwin at:  

982-1273 or nirwin@1stchurch.org 

The last Youth meeting of the year happened 
outside as this group enjoyed a movie by the fire 
down at the Friendship Shelter.    

It’s been a year of challenges, but the Youth 
have adapted and managed to share many great 
things throughout the past few months. 

Congratulations to:  

 

Lauren White and Nathaniel Wilson in the birth of their son Alexander Thomas Ray Wilson who was 
born on November 29th.  Glenn and Marian White are proud grandparents.  

 

Proud grandparents Phil & Amy Large in the birth of Charles (Charlie) Amos Large on December 10th.  

http://1stchurch.org/1st-Youth


Welcome Table 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Roger Wilson   Judith Wilson 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
 
The family of Mark Cunningham who 
died earlier this month. His sister, 
Jane Sanders (our church secretary) 
died earlier this year.  His stepmother 
is Naomi Cunningham.  
 
 
Pat Scruggs whose brother, Jerome 
“Jerry” McBee died on December 
15th.  Katie McDaniel is Jerry’s 
niece.  
 
 
 
Fae and Patrick Burkhart in the death 
of Faye’s mother Mazel Andrews on 
December 11th.  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jonah Nerzak  Nancy Neilsen 

Celebrate Recovery 

Christmas Offering 2020 
 
Each year we ask for you to reach out and help one ministry and/or agency beyond your normal giving.  For 
2020, we’ve chosen Blount County Habitat for Humanity as the recipient for  this year’s Christmas Offering.   The 
money will go to building a new home in Habitat’s new subdivision in Hall’s Place in Alcoa.  The potential 
homeowner has been identified and is working toward getting their new home.  
 
You can give online at 1stchurch.org/giving or mail a check to 804 Montvale Station Road, Maryville 37803.  
Please put “Christmas Offering” in the memo line of your check.  
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Music Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Sanders  Jimmie Eaves 
Lee Kull  Robert & Joann Watts 
Lee Kull  Steve & Martha Shields 

Memorial Fund  

In memory of:  Given by: 
A.P. Spence  Steve & Martha Shields 
Mike Stevenson Steve & Martha Shields 
Jane Sanders  Steve & Martha Shields 
Nancy Cate  Steve & Martha Shields 
Joan Gates  Steve & Martha Shields 
Dorothy Wright James & Ralphine Hood 

Children’s Backpack Food  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship Steve & Martha Shields 

Family Promise 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Barbara Moss  Steve & Martha Shields 

Great Heritage, Great Future 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Dennis Raines  Pat Raines 
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We also encourage you to estimate your giving for 2021 if you haven’t already.  You can do that at 
1stchurch.org/stewardship or mail in your estimate of giving card you received earlier this year.  

http://1stchurch.org/stewardship

