


 
 
  WELCOME                                                                        Rev. Matt Hall 
Please complete an attendance card, add prayer requests on back               that you 

would like shared with staff, and place in the offering plate. 
 
 PRELUDE                                                           Come, Messiah King 
                                arr. Jay Rouse 
                                                                         Dr. Jennifer Anderson, piano 
 
 ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING            Kevin and Marideth Thoma
                       
 *HYMN No. 211 (v. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7)         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
                                                                                             VENI EMMANUEL
                                                  
  PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
 In Unison:          
          
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,                                              
 and the glory, forever. Amen.                                                  
                                                              
  OFFERING MOMENT                                  Rev. Jonathan Jonas   
 
  OFFERTORY                                                               What Child is This 
                               arr. Tom Roed 
                                                                                       
                                                    
  *DOXOLOGY No. 94       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                                                                      VENI EMMANUEL 
 
 In Unison: 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel.     

              
 

Traditional Worship 
8:15 am | Sanctuary 



  ANTHEM                                “A Prayer for Peace” from A Thrill of Hope 
                              Morning Glory Chorus; Dr. Dwight Dockery, conductor 
 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 

let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God our Creator, children all are we. 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  
Truly he taught us to love one another; 
his law is love and his gospel is peace. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

With God our Creator, children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Oh, let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  

Amen.  
                         
  SCRIPTURE                                                                  Luke 1:39-45, NRSV 
 
 39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
 Judean town in the hill country,  
 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
 Elizabeth.  
 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 
 her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit  
 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
 women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  
 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
 Lord comes to me?  
 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
 child in my womb leaped for joy.  
 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
 fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”   
 
  SERMON                                                        The Weary World Rejoices 
                                         Rev. Jonas 
 
  CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
  *HYMN No. 206                          I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
                              HOUSTON 
                                                                                          
  *BENEDICTION 
 
  POSTLUDE                        Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
                                arr. Cindy Berry 
 

*Please stand or lift your heart 
ONLINE GIVING  

1stchurch.org/giving         
 



Contemporary Worship 
10:30 am | Asbury Hall 

 
 
 
 
WELCOME MUSIC                                                The Band 
  

Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
arr. Chris Lee 

 
WELCOME                                    

Please complete an attendance card, add prayer requests on back                    
that you would like shared with staff, and place in the offering plate.                                                                                        

 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING            Lesley Shock & Rev. Slack 
                                               

He Shall Reign Forevermore 
arr. Chris Tomlin 

 
Here Comes Heaven 

arr. Elevation Worship 
 

VIDEO         First Christmas: Elizabeth 
 

God With Us 
arr. All Sons & Daughters 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER             Rev. Sarah Slack 
 
OFFERING                    
                                                

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
arr. Sara Groves 

 
 
Children age 3 through Kindergarten are welcome to follow our              Chil-

dren’s Ministries volunteers to their own special worship time. 
They may be picked up on the lower level following worship hour. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE           Luke 1:39-45, NRSV 
 

SERMON               Rev. Sarah Slack 
 

Emmanuel 
arr. Hannah Kerr 

 
BENEDICTION     
  





WELCOME                                    Rev. Matt Hall 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
                Sandra Davis, outgoing Church Council Chairperson 
                                         and Julie George, incoming Lay Leader 
 
DISMISSAL TO KID’S OWN WORSHIP (10:30 a.m. service) 
 

Children age 3 through Kindergarten are welcome to 
follow our Children’s Ministries volunteers to Kids Own Worship  

for their own special worship time. 
They may be picked up on the lower level following worship hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROLOGUE 

Of Our Maker’s Love Begotten 
 

READING                       Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
“A Stable Lamp Is Lighted” 

by Richard Wilbur 
 

CHORAL MUSIC 
As Joseph Was a-Walking 

 
The Shepherds 

Greg Brakebill, tenor 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain | While Shepherds Watched 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                          Luke 2:10-13, NRSV 
 
CHORAL MUSIC 

Glory to God in the Highest  
 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL UMH No. 240 
Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing 

 
READING  

“The Child of Glory” 
from the ancient Gaelic text Carmina Gadelica 

 
CHORAL MUSIC 

The Little Lord Jesus  
 

The Shepherds Visit the Stable 
Greg Brakebill, tenor 

 
He Is Born 

 

A LIGHT IN THE STABLE 

by Alan Bullard 



Mary Ponders These Things In Her Heart 
Shelley Maddox, soprano 

 
Sing Lullaby! 

Shelley Maddox, soprano 
 

The Wise Men 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CAROL (join vs. 2-5) 
 

As with Gladness Men of Old 
by William Chatterton Dix, altd. 

                    
1 As with gladness, men of old 
Did the guiding star behold, 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 

So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 

 
2 As with joyful steps they sped 

To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 

Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger plain and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heav’nly King. 

 
4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past,  

Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 

5 In the heav’nly country bright 
Need they no created light;  

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun which goes not down: 

There forever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King. 

 
READING 

“Light, Sum of All” 
by Susan Palo Cherwien 

 
CHORAL MUSIC 

A Light for Today 



PASTORAL PRAYER     
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 In Unison:          
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,                     
          and the glory, forever. Amen.       
 
OFFERING        
 
OFFERTORY                Of Our Maker’s Love Begotten 
 
DOXOLOGY             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                VENI EMMANUEL 
 In Unison: 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE    Angels We Have Heard on High 
                                                                                      arr. James Kasen 
                        Dwain Pesterfield, Organist 
 
 

Director of Music 
 Dr. Dwight Dockery 

Assistant Director 
  Dr. Jennifer Anderson 

Organist 
Dwain Pesterfield 

 
Orchestra 

 
Flute: Alan Cook          Violin: Sara Lee Chao, Kari Lapins 
Oboe: Ayca Yayman         Viola: Christy Graffeo 
Clarinet: Victor Chavez         Cello: Jeanine Wilkinson 
Bassoon: Mike Benjamin       Bass: David Slack 
Horn: Meredith Simpson       Piano: Dr. Jennifer Anderson 
Trumpet: Glenda Cloutier     Percussion: Jonathan Leichman 
Organ: Dwain Pesterfield 



Alan Bullard’s cantata A Light in the Stable, written in 2013 and 
premiered in 2014 by Minnesota-based choir VocalEssence, is centered 
around the tune “Of Our Maker’s Love Begotten” (more familiar to us 
with the text “Of Our Father’s Love Begotten”). Throughout the work, 
he fragments and excerpts that tune in various ways, and it serves as 
the central musical idea for the two outer movements. In many of the 
short, connective movements, Bullard will cleverly transition utilizing 
melodic ideas from the previous and sometimes the following 
movement in order to maintain musical continuity. 

When writing this piece, the composer sought to combine tunes in 
innovative ways. He juxtaposes “Go Tell It on the Mountain” against 
“While Shepherds Watched,” both tunes of “Away in a Manger” against 
one another, and incorporates “The First Noel” as a secondary theme in 
the final movement against “Of Our Maker’s Love Begotten.” He says of 
this, “Well, there are two tunes for ‘Away in a Manger,’ and they fit 
together rather nicely. And I got each of them sung separately and for 
the third verse, brought together with the different voices. And that 
was rather nice -- a sort of lucky chance. And then I found that actually, 
you could do the same thing with the traditional carol ‘While 
Shepherds Watched’ and the folk carol ‘Go Tell It On the Mountain,’ and 
they fit together as well. So then I found myself going through the 
whole piece as I was writing going, ‘Oh, well I could get a little piece of 
this in here.’ So, once or twice little bits of ‘The First Noel’ pops up while 
something else is going on. So, that all felt to me that I was writing 
something which really had a sense of togetherness about it, and 
welcoming the Christmas season.” At the same time, there is plenty of 
original music contained in this work, as is heard in movements like 
“Sing Lullaby” and “A Light for Today.”  

A Light in the Stable progresses through the nativity story as told in the 
Gospel according to Luke, chapter 2. Bullard weaves scriptural 
storytelling with musical reflections, often in the form of familiar carols. 
The story progresses into the Epiphany narrative, as well, with an 
appearance of the Magi as told in the Gospel according to Matthew. 
Throughout the work, the concept of light coming to us in the form of 
Christ serves as a central idea -- that Jesus is the Light in the stable, 
providing the much-needed light for our path.  

- Dr. Dwight Dockery 

PROGRAM NOTES 



Happening at 

Recycle worship bulletins in the bins located  
near the front and Porte Cochere entrances of the Sanctuary 

and in the hallway outside Asbury Hall (downstairs).  

During this season of Advent we invite  you to a  
time of reflection and preparation each Wednesday at Noon  

at our Advent Noonday Worship Services.   
 


