
Where do we find Ash Wednesday? 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas - Senior Pastor 
 

Several years ago in another congregation, one of our members had brought a friend to the annual Ash 

Wednesday service, and from my vantage point, it became obvious that the friend was uncomfortable. Her 

posture was defensive. She frowned. She noticeably did not come forward to receive ashes on her forehead. 

At the end of the service, however, she was ready for a conversation, which she began by holding up her Bible 

and asking me, “Will you please show me where Ash Wednesday is in here? I can’t find it anywhere!” 

In fairness to her, we are entering a season of unusual names - Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Lent, etc. - 

and they can’t be found in the Bible because they are later developments of the Christian church. 

Nevertheless, they are rich and valuable. 

Over the first couple of centuries of the Christian faith, it became 

traditional to baptize new members of the faith community on Easter 

morning. What a beautiful day for new birth! By the early 300s AD, the 

church had set aside forty days of preparation for baptism, imitating the 

forty days of the Genesis flood, the forty years of the Exodus, Elijah’s forty 

day walk to Mt. Horeb, and Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness. 

Counting back forty days from Easter - not including Sundays - led the 

church to a Wednesday starting date for this season, which they began 

with the symbols of sackcloth and ashes - signs of mourning - as a 

reminder that our human condition is one of sin and death. At the end of 

the season, however, they would rise from the water of baptism to new 

life! Eternal life! So, the day became known as Ash Wednesday, and 

much later, the season was called Lent, most likely from lencten, an Old 

English word for spring. 

In our era, it has been customary to “give up” something for Lent, whether as a way of partially fasting, simply 

exercising self-discipline, or even giving oneself a regular reason to turn attention toward God’s grace. Another 

custom is to “pick up” something for Lent, like a new holy habit or spiritual discipline that enables us to be 

closer to Christ for forty days and beyond. 

Whether you give up or pick up, I invite you to make the most of the forty days we’re about to share in 

preparation of the greatest day of all. May this be a time in which we all feel the loving presence of God’s Holy 

Spirit especially close by! 

Ash Wednesday is  
February 17th.  Check out the 

opportunities for you to 
participate on page 3.  



Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                           ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                          ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                            ext. 106 
 
Music 
Dwight Dockery                ddockery                        ext. 109 
Chris Lee                            clee                              ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Robert Lawson      rlawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                            ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                     ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                      ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff  982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  
Kelly Rodgers 
     
 

Staff 
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

Changes as we begin a new year 
 
2020 is a year that we will long remember for the enormous communal impacts that events and a virus have had 
on our lives. It is a year, like all others, that is marked by changes, and the 1st UMC - Maryville Community has 
seen many this year.  
 
We said “Goodbye” to Rev. Catherine Nance and “Hello” to Rev. Jonathan Jonas. We have mourned our 
suspension of in-person worship and gatherings, but we have nurtured and embraced the online worship format.  
 
We have also witnessed an historic personnel change in our Music Ministry as we said “Happy Retirement” to 
Susan Daves, Associate Music Director; and following forty years of service and a legacy of excellence, January 
marked the retirement of our beloved Music Director, Terry Wilson.  
 
For so many 1st UMC - Maryville congregants, Terry is the only Music Director  
in our membership lifetime. We certainly wish only the best to Terry and Brooke 
 as they begin this new chapter in their lives.  
 
In January we welcomed Dr. Dwight Dockery as our new Music Director. Dwight 
is a Maryville native son: a graduate of both Maryville High School and Maryville  
College, he has returned home with his wife who is a Sevier County native.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing what the new year brings!  
Staff/Parish Relations Chairperson, Cheryl Coleman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,  
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,  
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

The future is not so scary with God by your side.  
Philippians 4:6-8  
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Dr. Dwight Dockery is the new 
Music Director at 1st UMC 



Although COVID safety protocols make it impossible for us to be face-to-face in the traditional way of imposing 
ashes on foreheads, our congregation will celebrate Ash Wednesday nevertheless! 

 

At 7:00 am on February 17th, a brief Ash Wednesday worship service will premiere on our Facebook page and 
YouTube channel. A little later in the day, from 12:00 pm until 1:00 pm and from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, you are 
invited to drive through the porte-cochere to receive sackcloth and ashes (not on your forehead) that you can 
carry away and keep as a reminder through the season of Lent. 

 

Finally, at 6:30 pm, our Celebrate Recovery service will include a celebration of Ash Wednesday with sackcloth 
and ashes, but without person-to-person imposition of ashes in the traditional way. 

Join us for these meaningful entry points into the beautiful season of Lent! 

 

Finding God in the Margins: The Book of Ruth 
Wednesdays beginning February 17th 
10:00 am via Zoom Video Conferencing 
 
This study of the book “Finding God in the Margins” by Carolyn Custis James uses the 
book of Ruth to delve into issues like encountering refugees, undocumented immigrants, 
poverty, hunger, women’s rights, male power and privilege, discrimination, and injustice.  
 
Rev. Sarah Slack will be leading this online study.  You can order the book on Amazon 
and other online retailers. If you have questions email sslack@1stchurch.org .  
 
To sign up or learn more visit: 1stchurch.org/finding  

Online worship in the weeks ahead 
 
The theme for the Lenten Season is “Find Your 
Sanctuary.”  On Sunday mornings the sermons will 
focus on this theme.  Then on Wednesdays at Noon 
(during the Wednesday Word) you will have a chance 
to gain more insight from the Sunday sermon through 
videos with music.  You will also have access to an 
app with five-minute devotions available each day.   
 
Be sure and watch our social media channels and the 
website for more information.  
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A Christmas gift 
 
During the Advent & Christmas Season you went above 
and beyond in helping with the annual Christmas 
Offering.  This year’s recipient is Blount County Habitat 
for Humanity. The organization will be getting $23,000 
thanks to your generosity.   
 
The money will be used to build a new home in Habitat’s 
new subdivision in Hall’s Place in Alcoa. The potential 
homeowner has been identified and is working toward 
getting their new home.  

Ash Wednesday and the Lenten Season 

A study for Lent           

Christmas Offering 
$23,000 

mailto:sslack@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/finding


Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity! 
 
Thanks be to God! In the most unusual year most of us can recall, we celebrate that our 
congregation’s generosity remained steadfast. In fact, we received over $1.6 million of total 
giving, which is the highest total in the past three years and very nearly matches our highest 
total giving over the past five years. 
 
Like the description of Abraham in Genesis, our congregation is blessed to be a blessing. 
Because of the generosity of our church community, we were able to share over $275,000 
with about forty missions and programs locally, regionally, nationally, and globally. 
 
We thank God for making us able to earn, save, invest, and share.  
 
Thank you for choosing to share so faithfully. 

This year we will continue our Go.Do. 
Collection projects starting in February.  Just 
bring the items in the graphic on the left to the 
Porte Cochere (covered drop-off ) at the 
church on Tuesday, February 16th and 
Tuesday, February 23rd.   
 
On those two days there will be a bin set out 
where you can place the items.  Once 
collected we will take them to Norwood United 
Methodist Church in Knoxville for use in their 
pantry mission. 
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Stewardship 2021 update 

A call to Go.Do. 

We hope you are looking forward to coming 
together for our special ONLINE live Holy 
Communion event.  This will be in addition to 
our regular online worship on February 7th.  
Tune in via YouTube, Zoom or Facebook at 
11:00 am on February 7th. 
 
If you wish to pick up some pre-packaged 
elements for the service you can come by the 
church on Saturday, February 6th from 10:00 
am until 11:00 am.  Just pull into the Porte 
Cochere (covered drop off) and someone will 
be there to give them to you.   

A special Holy Communion event 



Confirmation Class Begins Soon 
 
In our Methodist heritage, confirmation is an opportunity for young people to accept the grace of Jesus 
Christ, to profess their faith in him, and to make their baptismal vows to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
church. For many young people, confirmation is an opportunity to accept for themselves the vows their 
parents or sponsors made on their behalf when they were baptized as infants. A confirmation class gives 
the young people the chance to explore what it means to follow Jesus and to develop an understanding of 
the vows that they would make in confirming their faith. 
 
In the coming weeks, Rev. Jonathan Jonas will coordinate and lead a confirmation class with the 
assistance of our other pastors and program staff. The class will meet on March 7th, 21st, and 28th, and 
on April 11th, 18th, and 25th, concluding with a confirmation celebration in our worship service(s) on May 
2nd 
 
Confirmation classes are generally for young people in sixth grade and above, or ages twelve and up. 
Please contact Rev. Jonathan Jonas (jjonas@1stchurch.org), Denise Johns (djohns@1stchurch.org), or 
Nathan Irwin (nirwin@1stchurch) to know more. 
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We are currently postponing in-person Youth meetings through the end 
of February 2021. Be sure and watch the 1st UMC social media 
channels and the website for info about online gathering opportunities. 
 
You can also sign up for text reminders and updates by texting 
@1stumyouth to 81010 or download the Remind App and join with the 
class code @1stumyouth.    

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

Sign up for Weekly Emails 
Each week, Denise Johns (Director of 1st Kids Ministries) sends out an email with inspirational thoughts, 
updates about things happening in the 1st Kids Ministries, and information on ways you can work with 
your children to enrich their spiritual lives.  
 
It’s easy to sign up for the emails.  Just visit 1stchurch.org and under the “1st Stop” tab go down to “Sign 
up for Emails.”  The 1st Kids email is just one of the options you’ll have when you get there.  Select as 
many emails as you want.  

For more  
Information visit: 

1stchurch.org/1st-Youth  
or 

Contact 1st Youth Director, 
Rev. Nathan Irwin at:  

982-1273 or  
nirwin@1stchurch.org 

 
Resurrection went virtual this 
year with a special broadcast 
online on January 23rd.  If you 

missed this music and spirit filled 
event you can still  

watch it on YouTube.   
Just search for the Resurrection 

Youth channel to watch.  

http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
https://www.youtube.com/user/ResurrectionYouth


Christian sympathy extended to:  
 
Linda Dilgard and her family in the death of her father, Willie George Lane, Sr. on 
January 9th. 
 
John Elder, his wife Julie and sons Ty & Will in the death of John’s father, Roger 
Dale Elder on January 19th.  
 
Karen Axley in the death of her brother Larry Gregory on January 12th. 
 
Johnny Stinnett in the death of his mother, Sharon Stinnet on January 20th 
 
Tom Myers in the death of his mother Peggy Myers on January 19th.   
 

Never has a new year been more welcomed.  2021 at last!  Often new beginnings are 
associated with a new year. That is certainly true for the family of Terrance and Brandy along 
with daughters Anna Grace and Paisley when they welcomed Terrance Jr. into the family on 
December 28th.  If not for COVID-19, they would have been staying at 1

st
UMC this week.  

Instead they are in Static Shelter.  Thank you to all who contributed for food, diapers, etc. 
during the host week. 
 
Family Promise helps end Blount County neighbor's homelessness by aiding their new 
beginnings.  Anatasia and her four children, N'yshea (14), Koby (9), William (6) and Alonnah 

(3) entered the mission in June of 2020.  Anatasia was determined to maintain work, virtual schooling for her 
children, and locate permanent housing within 60 days of entering static housing despite the pandemic.  She met 
her goal of permanent housing ahead of schedule and continues to work as a CNA.  During a Going Home, 
Staying Home follow up visit, N'yshea, Koby and William were excited to share with the case manager they were 
doing very well in school but miss seeing the staff and volunteers.  Alonnah, at only 3 years of age, was extremely 
eager to show off her bedroom and her special coloring table.  Anastasia wants to let the coordinators, volunteers 
and staff know just how much she and her children appreciate all the support and kindness shown to them 
throughout their time at Family Promise.  She attributes her continued success to the help and support she 
received during her time in the Emergency Shelter phase of the program.   
 
It is indeed humbling and gratifying to be part of a mission that so profoundly assists in helping families improve 
their lives.  With vaccines becoming a reality, churches should be able to host in person once again in the future.  
Host weeks scheduled at 1

st
UMC for the remaining of 2021 are:  April 18th - 25th, July 18th - 25th, and October 

10th - 17th.  How wonderful it will be to share a meal with the incredible families that are turning their nightmares 
into a bright future because there are those who care enough to lend a hand up?  Thank you. 
 
Blessings, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC  

Celebrate Recovery is still meeting in-person (and streaming 
online) each Wednesday at 6:30 pm with Share groups 
following at 7:00 pm.  Over the next few weeks, Rev. Matt Hall 
will be focusing on the Spiritual Principles of Recovery.  
 
On February 17th, there will be a special Ash Wednesday 
worship service similar to the one airing in the early morning on 
the 1st UMC Facebook Page and YouTube channel.  The Rev. 
Jonathan Jonas will be guest speaking on February 24th.  

CRMaryvilleTN.com 
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Family Promise 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In honor of:   Given by: 
Rocky & Julie Rochelle Margaret Thomas 
Larry & Diane Cochran Margaret Thomas 
Trendsetters SS Class Gordo & Rhonda Watson 
 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Jim Green   Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Mark Cunningham  Jerry & Lin Reichelt 
Jim Green   Gerald & Betty Smith 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Coy & Letha Dixon Herb Dixon 

Building Fund 

The Church Bell                  Page 7 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Mike & Nancy Allee Martha Allee 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Vicki Everbach Brad & Patsy Lunde 
 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Mueller  Moe & Suzanne Click 

Habitat for Humanity 

In honor of:   Given by: 
Jonathan Jonas  Trenton & Julia Langston 
Hayes Michael Langston Trenton & Julia Langston 
 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Jim Green   Bob & Joday Blevins 

Memorial Fund 

Welcome Table 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Karen & Greg Parker Lynne & Fred Emerson 
Amelia Geis-Scott Moe & Suzanne Click 
Mike & Nancy Allee Martha Allee 
 
In memory of:     Given by: 
Jerry & Anne Lambert    Karen Bennett 
John Collier     Mike & Ibby Davis 
Lyoren Teffeteller    Mike & Ibby Davis 
Dennis Raines     Mike & Ibby Davis 
Mike Stevenson    Mike & Ibby Davis 
Lee Kull                Mike & Ibby Davis 
Jane Sanders     Mike & Ibby Davis 
Barbara Moss                Mike & Ibby Davis 
Ron Hammond    Mike & Ibby Davis 
Ernie Blankenship    Mike & Ibby Davis 
Alex Moore     Friend 
Don Fint     Friend 
Don Flint                       Sojourners’ Sunday  
                                           School Class 
Don Watson               James & Regina Watson 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Roy & Peggy Young Herb Dixon 

Music Library Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Don Flint  Barbara Barton 

Music Ministry 

In Memoriam: 
 

Alexander “Alex” B. Moore 
 

Joined First Church:  
January 31, 1988 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant: 

January 7, 2021 

 
 

 
            Donald “Don” Fint 
    

Joined First Church: 
December 21, 1980 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant: 

January 9, 2021 
 
 

 

Marilyn Davis 
 

Joined First Church: 
December 27, 1975 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant: 

January 27, 2021 
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