
 
The sorrows of Lent and the joys of Easter 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas - Senior Pastor 
 
A few weeks ago, right in the middle of the season of Lent, I was intrigued 
when I read this observation by James White, longtime professor of 
worship and liturgy at Southern Methodist, Notre Dame, and Drew: "It is 
perplexing why modern Christians concentrate on Lent, the season of 
sorrow, rather than on Easter, the season of joy."  
 
It is perplexing indeed. 
 
From my perspective, we’re guilty as charged. Even more pointedly, I’m 
guilty as charged, both in my personal discipleship and in my leadership. 
Looking back across the years, I have always practiced and encouraged the  
self-discipline of Lent and the grief and penitence of Lent, but I don’t believe I  
have ever strived to observe or practice a season of joy after the season of Lent. 
 
Will you join me in striving to change that habit and practice this year? In 
just a few weeks, we’ll offer a brief worship series called “Joy to the 
World,” in which we recall together some of the reasons and ways we 
followers of Jesus ought to be joyful. Even before then, however, I 
encourage us to seek and dwell on reasons for joy. 
 
I know it can be a challenge, especially since the world around us keeps 
giving reasons for sorrow. Pandemic, gun violence, racial inequality, and 
political tension continue to fill the news headlines, sound bites, and 
stories. Circumstantially, it can be difficult to maintain a spirit of joy. 
 
 
But isn’t that a great part of the story of Easter—that our faith enables and allows us to transcend the  
present circumstances and to maintain a posture and attitude of eternal joy? In other words, even when we 
live in a Good Friday world,  can we (and ought we) not be joyful since we know that Easter Sunday gets  
the final word? 
 
It is perplexing why we don’t concentrate more on Easter, the season of joy.  
Join me in a commitment to bask in the joy—and more importantly—to share the joy this season. 
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Elizabeth and Paul Cronin in the birth of their son, Callaway James Cronin on March 4th. 
His big sister is Madeline.  

 
Amanda and Kevin Myers on the birth of their son Bennett on March 16th.  
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to 

One easy way to Go.Do.  
Thanks for helping keep the blessings flowing by adding to the Blessing Box .  Help keep this 

ministry going by bringing non-perishable items to keep it well stocked.  If you (or someone you 
know) is in need of something in the box, take it and may it be a blessing to you.  



Just over a month ago, in-person worship 
resumed at 1st  Church.  We started, much 
like we did back in the early Fall, with a 
service down in Asbury Hall then worship 
moved up to the Sanctuary where we 
eventually brought back an 8:15 service that so many of you have been a part of throughout the years.   
 
In-person worship continued through Holy Week, starting with people waving branches from their pews on Palm 
Sunday.  We came together again a couple of times later that week for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
worship, and nearly 400 people came out for our big outdoor celebration on Easter Sunday.  
 

It is good to be together again! 
 

While more and more people get the COVID-19 vaccine and the numbers of cases continue to stay at a low level, 
we are moving forward with plans for the return of 10:30 am Contemporary Worship on Sundays.  Please stay 
tuned to our social media channels, emails and announcements for details. (Check out the article below for 
what’s happening online). 
 
COVID-19 safety protocols including mask wearing and social distancing are still in place.  If you need to review 
any of those procedures or want to see what’s coming up in worship, please visit 1stchurch.org/worship .  

Years ago, we made the move to stream our worship services on 
Facebook, Youtube and the church website. It helped us reach new 
people and help church members who couldn’t be there, still be a 
part of worship.  Over the last year we pre-produced worship 
services, posting (and premiering) them online each week.  
 

Recently we installed new high-definition cameras in the Sanctuary and Asbury Hall and have signed up to use a 
new livestream production service that should allow us to make the live worship experience as engaging as the 
recordings of the past few months. Creeds, calls to worship, hymn lyrics, song titles, and other worship elements 
will appear onscreen, allowing the person worshiping wherever they are, to feel more connected to those 
gathered in the Sanctuary. The high-definition cameras will allow us to offer the close-up experience of worship 
leaders to which we’ve become accustomed over the past year.  
 
Starting on Sunday, April 18th, the live streaming will replace the pre-recorded worship at 10:00 am.  Please note 
that Live Streaming will be at 8:15 am and 10:30 am.  Worship streaming will continue on Facebook and Youtube 
and you can watch on the church website at 1stchurch.org/worship.  Celebrate Recovery streaming will 
continue on the CR Facebook Page, the Church Youtube Page and at CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch .  
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It’s good to be together again! 

Streaming to you LIVE from Maryville, TN 

Did you know you can find much more than just 
worship services on the 1st UMC Youtube page? 
We’ve developed several different playlists where you 
can enjoy music, messages, and even information on 
what United Methodists believe.  Of course you can 
also find several years’ worth of worship services. 
 
Be sure and click subscribe when you go to the 
Youtube page so you can be alerted when things are 
added or when we have an upcoming Live broadcast. 

http://1stchurch.org/worship
http://1stchurch.org/watch
http://facebook.com/CRMaryvilleTN
http://youtube.com/1stchurch.org
http://CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch
http://youtube.com/1stchurch.org
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Easter Offering 
Thanks to your generosity we are well on our way to having all the money needed for  our current 
Habitat Home Build.  The Easter Offering so far totals more than $18,000.  This will be combined 
with the 2020 Christmas Offering to pay for the build.  You can still give by mailing your check to 
804 Montvale Station Road, 37803; giving online at 1stchurch.org/giving or bringing the 
offering to church on Sunday mornings.  Just put “Easter Offering” in the memo line of the check. 

Neighbors helping 
Neighbors 

 
On Sunday morning, April 
11th,  Rev. Jonas talked a 
little about the ways your 
giving has helped a 1st 
UMC Member in need.  
This member  needed a 
ramp up to the door of her 
home to help make access 
to it easier.   

 
 
Rev. Jonas and several volunteers gave their 
time to get the job done, a job that would not 
have been possible without your spirit to give 
and to Go.Do.   
 
Thanks to everyone for their  contributions in 
helping one of our neighbors! 

Watch the Online Worship for Easter and  
the Holy Week Meditations at: 

1stchurch.org/Easter 

http://1stchurch.org/giving
http://1stchurch.org/Easter


All aboard for fun this summer! 
Mark your calendars for three days of learning how the power of Jesus helps us  
pull through!  Our three day journey on the Rocky Railway happens on July 11th, 12th 
and 13th (outdoors). In addition to the in-person activities, we’ll also be offering 
lessons and more online including a couple of additional days worth of VBS.   
 
We’ll be needing volunteers to make VBS a success this year.  If you are interested in 
helping please contact Denise Johns at djohns@1stchurch.org or call her  
at 865-982-1273 
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Much like everyone else, the Youth have been enjoying meeting in-person 
again. We are looking forward to many more events over the coming months. 
 
Currently Youth Fellowship is on Sunday evenings from 4:00 to 5:00 pm at the 
Friendship Shelter.  There will not be a meeting on May 9th (Mother’s Day).  
Planning for summer activities is in the works.  

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

Celebrate Wonder Update 
This spring, the lessons in Sunday School have centered around several key events in Jesus’ life that we 
observe during Holy Week and the Easter Season.  Children have heard the stories about Jesus washing 
feet, The Last Supper and his resurrection.  1st Kids Ministries uses Celebrate Wonder curriculum from 
Cokesbury.  Lessons are not just available to the teachers and kids in-person during Sunday school, you 
can also teach the lessons at home at 1stchurch.org/celebratewonder.   You will need a password to 
access the material.  Just fill out the form at 1stchurch.org/1st-kids to gain access.  

For more  
Information visit: 

1stchurch.org/1st-Youth  
or 

Contact 1st Youth Director, 
Rev. Nathan Irwin at:  

982-1273 or  
nirwin@1stchurch.org 

Children’s Programming Update 
In-person children’s activities have been up and running again for more than a month now and it’s been 
great seeing the children back at the church.  COVID-19 safety guidelines are in place and we still need 
you to make reservations for your children.  You can do that online at 1stchurch.org/reservations.   
 
• Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the Nursery area.  Please check in at the 1st Kids desk. 
• Kids Own Worship is during the 10:30 am worship service. 
• Wednesday evening children meet after attending the first 15 minutes of the Celebrate Recovery 

worship service.  

Junior & Senior High Assembly 
June 28th—July 2nd 
Tennessee Wesleyan College (Athens, TN) 
 
Contact Nathan for cost and registration 
information.  

http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
http://1stchurch.org/celebratewonder
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
http://1stchurch.org/reservations


 
 
 
 

 
 
Family Promise is always at work to ensure every child 
has a home.  April 18th - 25th is 1stUMC's turn to host 
families in the Emergency Shelter Phase of the mission.  
Since COVID-19 began, all families stay in one of the 
five static shelters owned by Family Promise no matter 
which phase of the mission they are in.  Previously 
these units were for families who advanced to 
Transitional Housing where they take care of their own 
meals and pay reduced rent.   
 
Although churches have not been housing families, they 
continue providing meals for those in Emergency 
Shelter.  Righ now the five families in the program are in 
Transitional Housing.  Easy host week, right?   
 
Breaking news!  Crystal and her two daughters are 
moving into their own home!  She will pay for everything 
but does gets follow-up care from the Family Promise 
case manager for one year.  Congratulations Crystal 
and girls!  That leaves 1stUMC in the unique position of 
not needing to provide meals until another family enters 

the Family Promise Mission. There is a long waiting list 
and the case manager is currently screening families.  
Most likely a new family will enter sometime this week. 
 
The congregation made such generous contributions for 
1stUMC's January host week that there are no requests 
now.  However, Family Promise is dependent on fund-
raising so here are two ways you may contribute if you 
are so inclined. 
 
Sign up for the 2021 Resurrection Run at:  
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Maryville/
FPResurrectionRun. Complete the virtual 5K run/
walk  ANYWHERE at ANYTIME from now until April 
30th. 
 
Family Promise receives quarterly checks from Kroger 
and Amazon Smile.  An easy way to assist with 
immediate needs is to visit blountfamilypromise.org. 
 
Future host dates are July18th - 25th, and  
October 10th-17th. Until then Think Positive and Test 
Negative.  Bless you for all you do.  You are appreciated 
beyond what can be conveyed in words.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 

Each Wednesday night you are invited to be part of Celebrate Recovery, a  
ministry helping people overcome hurts, habits and hang-ups.   
 
Worship services are at 6:30 pm each week in Asbury Hall (and streaming 
online). Share groups meet afterward at 7:00 pm.  Over the next few weeks 
we will take a closer look at “Healing.” 

CRMaryvilleTN.com 
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NEWS from 

April 21st 
The God Who Heals 
We often try our best to cover up our 
hurts, habits and hang-ups when all we 
really need to do is come to the God who 
heals our brokenness by faith.  

April 28th  
Receiving Healing 

We are all broken and we stay broken 
because we learn to fake it and play 

God. Learn about the first step in the 
pathway to HEALING.  

May 5th 
Get Your Story Straight 
Because of our brokenness and our sin, we 
wind up believing liews about who we are, 
who God is, and what life is all about.  

May 12th 
Are You Really in Control? 

We are control freaks! We are afraid that if 
we let go of control, we’ll lose what we have. 

Find out how turning over control to a 
healing God can help you heal.    

https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Maryville/FPResurrectionRun
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Maryville/FPResurrectionRun
http://blountfamilypromise.org


Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jean Doig  Bible Survey Sunday School Class 
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Benson  Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Bill Benson  Friends 
Bill Benson  Darlene Thompson 

Music Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Nick Cotter  Garry & Lana Ernsberger 

Memorial Fund United Methodist Women 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Tim & Sandy Carpenter 
Marilyn Davis  Randy & Margaret Trentham 

Christian Sympathy extended to:  

Sandra Beaty in the death of her husband Brian on March 15th.  

Melanie Cherry in the death of her stepfather, Truett Frazier  on March 16th. 

Judie Giffin and Sandi Bryan in the death of their mother, Maxine Humphrey who died on April 7th.  Maxine’s 

grandson is Phil Giffin and Elizabeth and Addison Giffin are great-grandchildren. 

Martha Cotter in the death of her husband Nick on April 2nd.  

Nancy Benson in the death of her husband Bill on April 2nd.  

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Don Watson  Turner & Marcia Fisher 

In Memoriam 

Brian Beaty 
Joined First Church - May 1, 1956 
Entered the Church Triumphant - March 15, 2021 

Leonard “Nick” N. Cotter, Jr. 
Joined First Church - November 18, 2018 
Entered the Church Triumphant - April 2, 2021 

Bill R. Benson 
Joined First Church - July 7, 2002 
Entered the Church Triumphant - April 2, 2021 

Maxine Humphrey 
Joined First Church - January 26, 1958 
Entered the Church Triumphant - April 7, 2021 
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• April 18th—Vigilant for Christ’s Return 

• April 25th—Christ will Return for Us! 

During Holy Week, we remembered the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. In the remaining weeks of 
April, we will remind each other that Jesus will 
come again! 
 
During this time we will focus on how we live in 
both a present and coming kingdom. We’ll explore 
together how the promise of Jesus’ return shapes 
(or perhaps ought to shape) our lives as disciples.  


