


Back. It’s a word that can inspire hope or admit 
hopelessness. It can be applied directionally or 
chronologically. It can make us feel anxious or  
at ease. 
 
Would you go back? Your answer might be an 
enthusiastic yes if it means going back to good 
old days, but it’s probably a quick no if it’s to an 
era through which you struggled or even 
suffered. 
 
Certainly, back has different meanings at 
different points in God’s story among 
humankind. 
 
When the Israelites didn’t trust God and Moses 
to lead them, “The Israelites complained against 
Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said 
to them, ‘Would that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or would that we had died in this 
wilderness . . . Let us choose a captain, and go 
back to Egypt” (Numbers 14:2,4). Back can move 
us away from God. 
 
When the people of Israel had experienced the 
consequences of wandering way from God, Joel 
reminded them, “The Lord says, ‘Even now, 
come back to me with all your heart. Fast, cry, 
and be sad.’ Tearing your clothes is not enough 
to show you are sad; let your heart be broken. 
Come back to the Lord your God, because he is 
kind and shows mercy” (Joel 2:12-13). Back can 
draw us closer to God. 
 
 
 

In this back to school season, I see, hear, and feel 
mixed emotions in our home and family. We’re 
ready for kids to get back into rhythm and 
routine. One goes back to college, another goes 
back to high school for his senior year, yet 
another will begin intermediate school rather 
than going back to elementary school, and our 
youngest has the occasional anxious moment in 
which she wonders whether it might be 
simplest to go back to Pre-K rather than 
starting Kindergarten. 
 
In such moments, we remember that growth 
calls us forward. One thing I love about our 
Wesleyan/Methodist faith is that it calls us “on to 
perfection in love.” We are called to constant 
growth in faith and discipleship with no turning 
or looking back. 
 
On the other hand, we have all made that 
promise to be repentant people who turn away 
from sin and turn back to God when we find 
ourselves wandering. 
 
In this back to school season, where are you on 
your faith journey. Has anything held you back? 
Has anything made you want to give up and 
turn back? Do you need to get back on the path 
of discipleship? Is it time for you to stop looking 
back? 
 
May you come back to God, turn your back upon 
evil, and never look back. Amen. 

Some thoughts from Holston Annual Conference 2022 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas was one of the clergy representing 1st Church at Holston Annual Conference 
this year.  Here is a little of what he had to say about this year’s gathering.  

“During the annual conference session, the members of the annual conference honored and 
respected each other. They allowed their love for each other to shine beyond differences of opinion 

or principle. In that respect, I believe the conference session was representative of the churches 
and people of the Holston Conference.” 

   
Find out more about what happened and how our delegates reacted at:  

1stchurch.org/AC2022 

http://1stchurch.org/AC2022
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Introducing the new Minister of Discipleship 
The staff-parish relations committee is excited to announce that the Rev. 
Nathan Irwin is assuming a new ministry role among us as Minister of 
Discipleship. In this capacity, he will coordinate the congregation’s 
hospitality, spiritual formation, and intergenerational ministries. One of his 
most exciting responsibilities will be connecting with people from their very 
first visit to engage them with Sunday school classes and small groups, to 
connect them with opportunities to serve, and to walk with them through a 
spiritual formation and growth pathway. Please surround Nathan with your 
prayers and encouragement as he begins this new effort to train and deploy 
volunteers as hosts and greeters, to plan and resource Adult Bible Studies and spiritual growth 
opportunities, and to coordinate intergenerational events for learning, serving, and fellowship. Better 
yet, contact him at nirwin@1stchurch.org to volunteer and serve.  

 
As Nathan begins new responsibilities, our youth and student ministries begin a new season too. 
Rising sixth through twelfth grade students and their parents are invited to gather with Jonathan 
Jonas on Sunday, July 31, at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall to review and plan the fall semester of youth 
ministry, including Sunday school, Sunday evening youth fellowship, Wednesday evening choir and 
fun, and weekday morning breakfasts.  

What is the greatest? 
There’s great. Then there’s greater. Ultimately, there is the greatest. On Sunday mornings in August, 
we will explore  New Testament passages that describe the ultimate, the GREATEST.  With Jesus’ first 
century contemporaries, we will wrestle with questions about who is the greatest disciple or the 
person with the greatest religious authority. With the early apostles we will remember the greatest 
commandment and virtue. Let’s relish the greatness of God as we remember Jesus’ and Paul’s 
teachings about the “greatests” in the kingdom. 

 
August 7th   

Who is greatest?  (Mark 9:33-37) 
August 14th 

In order to be great, you must be a servant (Matthew 23: 1-12) 
August 21st 

The Greatest Commandment (from Matthew 22) 
August 28th 

The Greatest of these is love (from 1 Corinthians 13) 
 

Looking to get connected with others? 
Sunday School can play an integral part in your spiritual journey and it’s a 
great way to connect  to the church.  Whether you are new to 1st Church 
or just want to find new ways to be a part of the church family,  we invite 
you to check out the Sunday School Connection Fair coming up on 
August 7th.  During this time, representatives from the various Sunday 
School classes (for all ages) will be on hand to answer your questions and 
help give you an idea of which class might be the best for you.   
 
The Connection Fair happens in Wesley Hall (upper level) from 9:00 am 
until 10:30 am and from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.   If you have any questions 
please contact Danielle Robinson at drobinson@1stchurch.org.  

mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
mailto:drobinson@1stchurch.org


Getting ready for Wednesdays @1st 
Coming August 10th, we will offer expanded 
opportunities for spiritual growth, fellowship 
and more on Wednesdays.  It is our sincere 
hope this will add vitality, joy and lots of love to 
all that already happens here at 1st Church.   
 
One added element is Bible Study for all ages.  
Rev. Jonathan Jonas is leading the first Adult 
Bible Study.  It will focus on Becoming, Being 
and Making disciples. (See page 6 for the 
Children’s Study focus). 
 
Celebrate Recovery will continue its mission  
on Wednesday evenings through worship and 
share groups.  The meal served will expand to 
include people participating in a variety of 
other events each week.   
 
For at least the first few weeks of Wednesdays 
at 1st we’ll be asking people to sign-up so we 
have an idea how many people to expect for 
dinner and other activities.   
 
 Look for sign ups and more information soon 

at 1stchurch.org/Wednesdays.  
 

Ready to read? 
The next 1st UMC Book Club meeting is coming up on Monday, August 15th at 10:00 am.  The group 
will be discussing The Personal Librarian by Maria Benedict, so you still have some time to grab the 
book, read it and share your insights with the group.  The September book is The Four Winds by 
Kristin Hannah.   Get the rest of the year’s reading list at  1stchurch.org/book-club.   
Contact Patsy Lunde for more information at lunde4@aol.com.  
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Schedule for Wednesdays @1st 
 
5:00 PM 
Children's Choir Rehearsals 
Topical Studies and Conversations for Parents/Adults 
 
5:30 PM 
Dinner begins 
 
6:00 PM 
Youth Choir Rehearsals 
 
6:30 PM 
Bible Studies/Classes for Children, Youth, and Adults 
Celebrate Recovery Worship 
 
7:00 PM 
Youth Fellowship 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
7:40 PM 
Celebrate Recovery Share Groups 

Help is still needed in the kitchen on Wednesday 
Nights. Please go to 1stchurch.org/kitchen and let 
us know when and how you can pitch-in to help!   

http://1stchurch.org/wednesdays
http://1stchurch.org/book-club
mailto:lunde4@aol.com
http://1stchurch.org/kitchen


Celebrate Recovery Schedule for August  2022 

Last month’s Church Bell heralded April Smith, the new Executive Director 
for Blount County Family Promise.  The Daily Times article describing her 
taking the reins came out Friday, July 18th.  For anyone who missed it, we 
have a link to the article at 1stchurch.org/news.  Some of the children 
included may look familiar as they were once guests when 1stUMC was home 
to them.  Thanks to this wonderful mission,  the family is thriving.   
 

 
Looking for a Ninja Warrior Birthday Party, a Dinner Party with a 
Gourmet Chef or a chance to experience great local sports ?  
Then check out the Silent Auction for Family Promise.   
 
Bidding is online at 32auctions.com/blountfamilypromise22 
and it runs from August 8th -19th.  All funds raised help families 
experiencing homelessness in Blount County.  The need has 
never been greater. 

 
 
Finally, kudos to Jan McCoy for serving as the Food Chair for Family Promise at 1stUMC since it 
began 12 years ago.  For those who know Jan, it comes as no surprise that she went above and 
beyond organizing volunteers to provide meals for the guests.  Her warm smile and the special way 
she provided reassurance and affirmation to guests has been a huge part of why 1st UMC receives 
glowing reviews from Family Promise guests and staff.  Jan is stepping down as Food Chair to 
devote more time to the recovery community.  Words are inadequate to express how much she has 
meant to Family Promise.  Just the same, sincere thanks, Jan. While there is only one Jan McCoy, 
there needs to be more than one Food Chair for 1stUMC.  Thank you in advance. 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
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August 3rd 
Sanity 
 
August 10th  
Special Guest: Rev. Don Jones   
 
August 17th 
Turn 
 
August 24th 
Worship Night  

The shared experience of Celebrate Recovery has helped countless people through difficult times 
over the years.  The combination of fellowship, worship and the share groups help people heal from 
their habits, hang-ups and hurts.  Starting on August 10th, Celebrate Recovery will be part of a 
broader night of programming here at 1st Church, one where there will be more opportunity to grow 
in Christ.  The Celebrate Recovery schedule will remain the same, but some of the Share Groups will 
be moving to different rooms, so please watch the screens in Asbury Hall and in the hallways for the 
updates.  We look forward to seeing you here on Wednesday Nights.  

http://1stchurch.org/news
https://www.32auctions.com/blountfamilypromise22


Trackers of the Truth 
As part of our Wednesdays at 1st, children will have 
the chance to come and explore the Truth of God’s 
word with “Trackers of the Truth.”  Each 
Wednesday we will pledge to track down the truth 
in God’s word, walk in truth by following Jesus and 
live in truth through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Children’s Bible Study happens at 6:30 each 
Wednesday starting August 10th.   
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be afraid, for I am your God.”   
These words from Isaiah 41:10 help 
remind us that God will be there to 
provide strength to all the students, 
teachers and staff returning to 
school soon.   

 
On Sunday, July 31st during the 8:15 and 10:30 
worship services we invite students, teachers and 
staff to receive a special blessing as we get ready for 
the 2022 - 2023 school year.   

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

Making an Impact 
For one week in mid July, this group of 
youth spent a week in Cincinnati, Ohio 
heeding their call to Go.Do. While there 
they packed boxes for Meals on Wheels, 

pitched in at a furniture bank and 
helped out at the Wesley Center.  

info@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 202 

*There will now be more opportunities each week for Youth to come together.  Details concerning 
Sunday Youth Fellowship are still being worked out so keep watching for more information.   

On Wednesday Nights (starting August 10th) there will be Youth Choirs at 6:00 pm, a short Bible 
Study at 6:30 pm and all the youth will come together for fellowship at 7:00 pm.  

Move Up Sunday! 
On August 7th, we will celebrate kids 
moving up to the next levels in their 
education.  When they come to church on 
this day we encourage them to wear their 
“move up” colors.   

NEWS   

Back in June, we recognized this year’s Confirmation Class as 
they took their vows to support the church and its mission.  

The confirmands are:  

Front Row L to R 

Molly Davis, Clara Simpson, Spencer Love, Hayes Davis, 
Everleigh Burns, Lila Painter 

Back Row L to R 

Elijah Lawhern, Will Elder, Sanders Feather, Caroline Hall, Olivia 
Stephenson, Claire Roberts 

NEWS   

*6th graders are now moving up to Youth 



Staff Contacts You can find staff and ministry contacts under the “Inside at 1st” tab  
on the church website: 

1stchurch.org 
 

The church phone number is 865-982-1273 

In memory of: Given by: 

Web Slawson Rocky & Julie Rochelle 

In memory of:        Given by: 
 
Web Slawson Bob & Becky McDaniel 

Web Slawson Gayle Fox 

Web Slawson Tom & Nancy Martin 

Web Slawson Jerry & Frances Hodge 

Web Slawson Susan Scheevel 

Web Slawson Larry & Lynn Ladd 

Memorial Fund  

Christian sympathy extended to: 
The family of Ashley Anderson who passed away on 
July 8th.  Her parents are Archie and Teri Anderson.  

Her Uncle and Aunt are Brian & Kim Anderson. 
 

Mark and Nelda Blodgett, Austin & Renee in the 
death of Mark’s father James Arthur Blodgett on 

July 7th.  
 

The family of Web Slawson who passed away  
on July 1st.  

 
Marsha and Charlie St. Clair in the death of Marsha’s 

father, Edwin Frank Parker on June 24th.  
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Ashley Anderson 
Joined First Church: April 8, 2001 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 8, 2022 

Welcome Table  

Wilber S. Slawson (Web) 
Joined First Church: March 7, 1993 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 1, 2022 

Our Church Family 

C 
ONGRATULATIONS to Cathy and Fred Finney on the arrival of their 
grandson Balian Zhenglan Finney! Balian was born on July 7th, 
weighed 7 pounds 4.5 ounces and was 20.5 inches long.  Michael    

              Finney and Sue Zheng are the proud parents. 
 
 
 
 

C 
ONGRATULATIONS to Scott & Anne Jamison on the arrival of a 9th 
Grandchild!  Bailyn was born on June 25th.  

Cathy Finney and  
grandson Balian 

http://1stchurch.org/inside-1st
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