
A Note from Pastor Jonathan 
 
Several months ago, I had a conversation with the Rev. Bill Green, a recently retired United Methodist pastor 
who has moved to our community with his wife Jenny. He asked if there were ways that he might help to 
address needs in our congregation and community, and I quickly offered my hope that our congregation might 
develop a grief care/support ministry to care for people who had recently experienced the loss of a loved one. 
 
Bill subtly smiled and said that he had developed just such a ministry in the past few years in the congregation 
to which he was appointed. I smiled and thanked God for leading Bill and Jenny to Maryville! Below, in Bill’s 
own words, is information about our new grief recovery ministry. I’m so grateful for his leadership. 
 
Peace to you, 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
Senior Pastor  
 
 
 
 
 

New Grief Recovery Ministry  
from Rev. Bill Green 
 
Our congregation is beginning a new ministry to care for and support those who have recently lost a loved one 
or are experiencing grief because of other types of loss. You have seen a request for people to volunteer to be 
a “Compassionate Friend” to someone experiencing loss. If you feel God might be calling you to this area of 
service but have questions, there will be an informational meeting to answer those questions on Sunday, 
August 22

nd
 at 5:00 pm at the church (Wesley Hall). Attending does not obligate you. 

 
For those of you who have experienced grief or loss, our first Grief Recovery Classes will start on September 
12

th
 at 5:00 pm at the church. The class meets weekly for eight sessions. The Grief Recovery program will be 

a place to learn more about what is happening as we are experiencing grief, plus learning some tools to help 
us heal and grow. You are not on this journey alone. 
 
I am a retired pastor.  My wife Jenny and I will be the class leaders. Because of the sensitive nature of grief 
recovery we cannot include drop-ins. So if you are interested in signing up or to learn more, please contact 
me, Rev. Bill Green at greenwilliam7@gmail.com .  Please include your name and phone number and I will be 
in touch. 

Current COVID-19 Safety Protocols 
Mask wearing is optional for those who are fully vaccinated.  We ask that you please be compassionate and 
respect each others’ needs and choices and consider getting a vaccination if you are eligible and able.  

mailto:greenwilliam7@gmail.com


Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                            ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                             ext. 106 
 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery                ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson            janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                                clee                            ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)        DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth               ceaf26@att.net 
 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                         nirwin                            ext.202 
 
 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                     ext. 103 
 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                      ext.100 
 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff  982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  
Kelly Rodgers 
     

Staff Contacts 
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
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As we mentioned last month, Holston Annual 
Conference is taking on a different form this year.  
Instead of the large gathering at Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina clergy and delegates will be meeting at 
a conference center in Kingsport.  This session 
will be streamed live, but only the clergy and 
delegates can attend in-person.   
 

Ordination Service 
1st UMC Youth Director, Rev. Nathan Irwin was 
approved for full connection as a deacon.  The 
ordination service will be held at First Broad Street 
UMC in Kingsport, but will only be open to the 
ordinands and a limited number of their guests.  The 
annual Memorial Service will be held at the same place 
earlier that day with the same attendance limits.  
 
We would like for people to be a part of Nathan’s 
celebration by coming here to the church for a “Watch 
Party” in Wesley Hall.  If you can’t make it here, you 
can also watch the service online.  Broadcast details 
will be available at ac.holston.org and we will post them 
on our social media channels as well.  

http://ac.holston.org


Our Conversation Matters series returns on August 29th at 5:00 pm. 
Our first guest will be Rev. Dr. Willa Estell, the pastor of St. Paul 
A.M.E. Zion Church in Maryville.  She will be talking about racism in 
Blount County.  

As people who are called to be a light in this world...  
We need to know what is happening in the world.  

We need to hear all sides of the story.  
We need to respectfully share our side. 

In John 13:16 Jesus says: 
 “Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master,  

nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.   
 
During the month of August we will explore what it means to serve others as we prepare for   
our month long Go.Do. focus in September.   
 
Here is a look at the themes coming up during all three Sunday Morning Worship Services 
(8:15 & 10:30 Traditional and 10:30 Contemporary). 
 
August  1st     Leading by example      John 13:3-16 
August  8st     Not to be served, but to serve   Mark 10:35-45 
August 15th    Servant of All      Mark 9:33-37 & Mark 10:35-45 
August 22nd   An expression of love   John 15:12-17 
August 29th    Serving with your gifts    1 Peter 4:7-11 

After more than a year of uncertainty regarding big events, we are happy 
to bring you the “All-Church Tailgate 2021.”  If you’re new to 1st UMC, 
here’s a little background.  In 2017, the pastors and staff of the church put 
their heads together to find a new way for everyone to come together for 
worship and fellowship. And, since tailgating is such a big thing during the 
football seasons, we thought, why not invite folks to tailgate before 
worship.  Thus, the All-Church Tailgate came to be and oh what a tradition 
it has become here at 1st UMC.  
 
The Sunday before each Labor Day we invite our Sunday School groups 
and others  to set up breakfast tailgating stations in the parking lot.  
There’s also a “Welcome Tent,” where if you aren’t part of a group you 
have a place to come hang out, share some great food and take part in 
the fun.  After a time of eating and greeting each other, everyone comes 
to the big tent for a time of worship.   
 
If you have any questions about the All-Church Tailgate we encourage 
you to visit 1stchurch.org/tailgate or email us at info@1stchurch.org.   
We hope you’ll make plans to be here on Sunday, September 5th.  
Tailgating starts at 9:00 am with worship at 10:30 am.  (A worship service 
with Holy Communion will also be offered at 8:15 in the Sanctuary. ) 
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What does it mean to “serve?” 

Time for Conversation 

It’s almost tailgate time at 1st UMC!                 Learn more at: 1stchurch.org/tailgate 

All-Church Tailgate 
Sunday, September 5h 

Tailgating setup begins at 8:45 am 
Tailgating is from 9:00 am until 10:30 am 
Worship under the big tent is at 10:30 am.  

http://1stchurch.org/tailgate
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Ministry moving back indoors  

The Alternative Gift Fair returns in November and Welcome Table needs half-pint or jelly jars to fill with their 
homemade jams and jellies that they sell during the Fair.   

You can drop them off in the kitchen on Wednesdays from 2:00 to 5:00 pm or Thursdays from  
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  If you have any new lids/rings, those are needed too.  

Starting on August 5th, Welcome Table will return to indoor service.  As meal service moves indoors there will be 
several changes as we still deal with COVID-19.   

 

Here are a few changes to keep in mind.  

• Dinner service will now begin at 4:30 pm and run through 6:00 pm.  

• Guests will be asked to wait outside the doors to Asbury Hall.  

• At the start, volunteers and guests will be asked to wear masks inside 
(except when eating or drinking).    

• Seating capacity will be 120 guests. 

• There will be NO “to go” meals for guests. 

• No transportation will be provided. 

 

It will still take a lot of volunteers to keep this ministry going.  You don’t have to commit to working every 
Thursday or be there the whole day.  There are a number of positions where you can Go.Do. and help this vital 
ministry. Contact our volunteer coordinator if you are interested in helping by filling out the form at 
1stchurch.org/welcome-table or contact her directly at marymwilson@me.com .  

On July 15th, some leaders and representatives from 
Emory & Henry College came to 1st UMC.  They were 

here to talk to a group of clergy from across the 
Holston Conference about ways to strengthen the 

connection between local churches and the 
Conference Colleges.  

http://1stchurch.org/welcome-table
mailto:marymwilson@me.com


As churches began reopening, Family Promise of Blount County held its first in-person 
Coordinator's Meeting since February 2020.  The main topic of discussion was when to 
reopen church rotation for Family Promise guests.  We do not know if that will happen by 
1

st
UMC's host week October 10th - 17th.  We do know new volunteers are always 

needed.  When more people serve, the commitment of time is minimal for all.  A one-time 
training is required and may be completed virtually or in person.  Please reach out to Mavis 
(ziegler.fumc@gmail.org) or Amy (large.fumc.overnighthosts@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

 
Nationwide other affiliates were forced to close altogether during the pandemic or aided just one family.  Because 
of servants like you we have been able to do great things in 2021 thus far:  
 
• Families served in Static Shelter = 3 (8 children, 5 adults); 
• Families served in Transitional Housing  = 6 (16 children, 10 adults) 
• Families who have moved into Permanent Housing = 2 (6 children, 3 adults) 
• Families served through Prevention and Diversion services = 9 (20 children, 11 adults).  This latter program is 

a newly added one which keeps families from losing their housing to begin with.  What a win-win! 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Family Promise Open House at the Day Center and helped with the back-to-
school supply drive.  At every opportunity the families express their grateful appreciation to the Family Promise 
staff for everything done in their behalf who in turn  convey that and their own thanks to the coordinators and 
volunteers alike.  Please let us take the opportunity to thank all those from 1

st
UMC for your unwavering support for 

our brothers, sisters and children in Blount County who are working their way to their own home. 
 
Blessings,  
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC 

NEWS from 

In July, Celebrate Recovery got back into its rhythm with the full band returning to the stage, meal 
service resuming and guest speakers coming back to the stage. We’ve also started back with the core 

Celebrate Recovery lessons.  
 

If you are dealing with hurts, habits or hang-ups and looking for ways to heal, then come and check out 
Celebrate Recovery each Wednesday night.  

 
Light Meal at 5:30    Worship at 6:30    Share Groups  7:40  

CRMaryvilleTN.com 
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We are gearing up for the new school year and the 
Fall season here at 1st Kids Ministries. Everything 
kicks off on Sunday, August 1st with our annual 
Blessing of the Backpacks during each worship 
service (which may have already happened by the 
time you receive this newsletter).  The fun continues 

with our Back to School Bash on August 8th.   
From 9:45 - 10:20 come enjoy special activities 
down in the 1st Kids area.  Then at 11:45 am 
come out to the Friendship Shelter for Pizza 
Party and Crafts.  (For the latter we ask you to let 
us know how many in your family are coming.  Just 
sign up at 1stchurch.org/pizza-party.) This event will 
have a carnival/circus theme. As you can see our 1st 
Kids crew is already getting into the theme.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Acolyte Training Reminder 
Training for children interested in being acolytes is 
coming up on Sunday, August 22nd.  This is open to 
any children who are in 4th-6th grade. The training 
happens right after the 10:30 worship services. The 
training and the lunch should wrap up by 1:00 pm. Just 
let Denise Johns know you are coming.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Choirs Resuming Soon 
If your child loves to sing we hope they’ll want to be 
part of our Children’s Music Ministry here at 1st 
Church.  The choirs start back on Monday, August 9th.   
 
Rehearsals are from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm each 
Monday.  From 3:00 pm to 3:20 pm there is an 
optional play and snack time. If you are interested you 
can sign up at the Back to School Bash on August 8th 
or let us know your interest by filling out the form at:  
1stchurch.org/music-at-1st.  

Check out more about 1st Youth on the church website 
at: 1stchurch.org/1st-Youth or contact 1st Youth 

Director, Rev. Nathan Irwin at 982-1273. or 
nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

For more information visit: 
1stchurch.org/1st-kids  

or 
Contact 1st Kids Director, Denise Johns at:  

982-1273 or djohns@1stchurch.org 

Jr./Sr. High Assembly was held at 
Tennessee Wesleyan University  

June 28th through July 2nd..  

SUNDAY  
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  
Resuming August 8th 

4:00 to 5:00 pm 
Friendship Shelter 

YOUTH CHOIR & HANDBELLS 
Resuming August 15th 

2:30 to 4:00 pm 

http://1stchurch.org/pizza-party
https://1stchurch.org/music-at-1st#form-4332742
http://1stchurch.org/1st-youth
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/1st-kids
mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org


Habitat for Humanity 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Lila Eby  Wayne & Donna Doede 
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In memory of:  Given by: 
Patrick Johnson Russell & Gertrude White 
Patrick Johnson Robert & Phyllis Borden 
Patrick Johnson Jimmie Eaves 
Patrick Johnson Lisa Gibson & Alan Debusk 
Patrick Johnson Kenny & Susan Rudd 
Patrick Johnson Wally & Nan Werner 
Patrick Johnson Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Patrick Johnson Karl & Sherry Miller 
Berry Mercks    Brenda Sellers 
Patrick Johnson Sandy Hodson 
Patrick Johnson  Robert & Donna Booher 

Celebrate Recovery 

Christian Sympathy extended to:  

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bernie Starner  Kevin Painter 

Music Fund 

Welcome Table 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Ron Hammond Leland & Lisa Blackwood  

Family Promise 

In Memoriam 

Jean Byrne 
Joined First Church - April 6, 2008 
Entered the Church Triumphant - July 15, 2021 
 

Rev. James Hood 
Retired United Methodist Minister 
Entered the Church Triumphant - July 16, 2021 

Leslie Cate in the death of his father, Benjamin 
Leslie Cate, Jr. on June 6th 
 
Laurie Byrne in the death of her mother Jean 
Byrne on July 15th.  
 
Ralphine Hood in the death of her husband Rev. 
James Franklin Hood on July 16th.  
 
Karen Parker in the death of her mother, Alberta 
Settzo on July 23rd.  

In honor of:        Given by: 
Harald & Sue Weltzin      Harald & Sue Weltzin 
         *In honor of their 50th Anniversary  
Bryan & Linda Carraway  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
 
In memory of:       Given by: 
Bernie Starner                  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Bernie & Doris Starner    Clay & Linda Cook 
Bernie Starner                  Marvin & Sue Beard 
Bernie Starner        Jerry & Linda Herman 
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